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Featured News

White House Proposes Sweeping Changes to Federal Grant
Rules - Comments Due July 13

At the end of May, the White House Office of Management and Budget (OMB) issued a
proposed rule, Regulation for Federal Financial Assistance, that would make major
changes to the Uniform Guidance governing federal financial assistance, including
federal research grants. The rule would implement proposals made by the Trump
Administration through various executive orders over the last year, including the
Improving Oversight of Federal Grantmaking order and Restoring_Gold Standard
Science order, among others.

Among the changes are, but not limited to:

» Requiring that every new grant program explicitly aligns with the Administration’s
policies and priorities, as opposed to scientific need, statutory mandate, or scientific
community advice.

Requiring that political appointees (not career scientists or program officers) within
federal agencies sign off on grants before they are awarded to ensure that the
funding will be used to “demonstrably advance the President’s policy priorities.”

« Allowing for the termination of grants at anytime (including retroactively) if they are
found to be “inconsistent with program goals or agency priorities.” Currently this
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could only be accomplished if there was evidence of noncompliance or fraud on the
part of the awardee.

Completely blocking federal funds from being used to “fund, promote, encourage,
subsidize, or facilitate DEI or DEIA policies or practices...”

Significantly limiting international research collaborations.

Giving OMB authority to limit eligibility for grant programs, including to nonprofit
organizations or based on an applicant’'s membership in certain professional or
advocacy groups.

Proposed changes to the Uniform Guidance have been anticipated for several months.
Still the sweeping nature of the changes, if implemented, would fundamentally alter the
way research is supported in U.S.

Public comments are due July 13. COSSA will provide additional information to
members in the coming weeks. Not a member? Learn how to join.

New from COSSA

ACT NOW!

Interested in taking action in support of social and behavioral science research? Below is
a list of ways you can stay informed and lend your support to COSSA’s advocacy efforts.

ACT:
. Save SBE Toolkit
» COSSA Action Alert: Tell Congress to Save NSF's Social, Behavioral, and Economic
Sciences Directorate!
o COSSA Action Alert: Urge Congress to Prioritize Robust Science Funding!

HELPFUL RESOURCES:

« NEW: SCIMaP: Science & Community Impacts Mapping_Project

e COSSA At-Home Advocacy Guide

e COSSA101: A Crash Course on the Federal Government

» The Nation’s Data at Risk: Ongoing_Monitoring

« Grant Watch: Website for tracking terminated federal grants
« National Science Foundation
« National Institutes of Health

» NSF Updates on Priorities and FAQs

e NIH Grants and Funding_Information Status

e HHS Terminated Grants (managed by HHS)

Please send any additional opportunities to ebailey@cossa.org to include in future
Washington Updates.

Register Now: COSSA Town Hall: Updates on Efforts to Save
SBE & Other NSF Issues

It has been a particularly challenging few months for the National Science Foundation
(NSF), between a massive, proposed budget cut, removal of members of the National
Science Board (NSB), and the proposal to eliminate the Social, Behavioral, and Economic
Sciences Directorate (SBE).

Along with our many partners across the STEM enterprise, COSSA has been working
tirelessly to urge Congress to reject the President’s proposal to eliminate the SBE
Directorate in FY 2027. We have also been engaging on the many other challenges
currently confronting NSF.

On June 4, join us for the next Town Hall meeting to hear the latest on the advocacy
community’s efforts to save SBE and NSF. Register now.
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This meeting is limited to those affiliated with COSSA member organizations. Not a
member? Contact wnaus@cossa.org.

Joshua L. Rosenbloom Answers "Why Social Science?"

The most recent Why Social Science? post
comes from Dr. Joshua L. Rosenbloom (lowa
State University) who writes about how social

science can offer useful analysis and policy

S O C I A L suggestions to address the negative social

consequences of income inequality and wealth

S CIENC E distrubution. Read on for more.

Congressional News

Congress to Review Appropriations Bills Ahead of Midterm
Elections

As previously reported, Congress has officially turned to its work on the fiscal year (FY)
2027 appropriations bills. The House Appropriations Committee has already advanced 7
of the 12 spending bills out of committee, including the Commerce, Justice, Science, and
Related Agencies (CJS) bill (see analysis). The House has kept to the schedule they
released in April, and is on track to mark up the Labor, Health and Human Services,
Education, and Related Agencies (LHHS) bill later this week on June 5 (watch live here).
On the other side of the Hill, the Senate has started working on their respective bills and is
scheduled to consider the first batch of bills, including the CJS bill that funds the National
Science Foundation, June 4 (watch live here).

Further, primaries for the upcoming midterm elections continue to shake up leadership on
the Hill. In addition to Sen. Bill Cassidy’s loss in the Louisiana Republican primary
election, Sen. John Cornyn (R-TX), who currently serves as Senate Majority Whip,
recently lost in the Texas Republican primary runoff election after serving four terms. As
election season continues, leadership vacuums could signal priority shifts in the upcoming
year.

Stay tuned for COSSA's continued coverage of the 119th Congress.

Battacharya Defends NIH Budget to Senate Appropriators

On May 21, Dr. Jay Bhattacharya, Director of the National Institutes of Health (NIH)
defended the NIH fiscal year (FY) 2027 budget request before the Senate Labor, Health,
and Human Services, Education (LHHS) Appropriations Subcommittee. During the
hearing, Bhattacharya fielded concerns from both sides of the aisle about the Trump
Administration’s proposed 12 percent cut to the agency (see analysis).

In her opening remarks, Chair Shelley Moore Capito (R-WV) voiced her support for NIH-
funded research, and highlighted the importance of cancer research and supporting rural
communities. When remarks turned to Ranking Member Tammy Baldwin (D-WI), the
Senator pressed the Director on the Trump Administration’s termination of NIH grants,
reductions in force (RIFs), and the slowed release of grants out of the agency. She stated
that the cost of the President’s budget request would be “fewer treatments and cures, lost
loved ones, and an entire generation of scientists gone.” Further, Ranking Member
Baldwin raised concerns about the Trump Administration’s multi-year funding plan, citing
that it has “locked away $2.5 billion” that could have otherwise funded research grants this
year.
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Sen. Susan Collins (R-ME), who serves as the Chair of the full Appropriations Committee,
echoed these concerns, and expressed disappointment that the Trump Administration
once again included a proposal to cap indirect research costs despite Congress blocking a
similar proposal last year. When questioned by the Senator for more details on the
proposal, Bhattacharya argued that the current system does not allow for smaller
universities and colleges to compete for research grants but stopped short at providing a
more in-depth look at the proposal.

On the other side of the aisle, Appropriations Committee Ranking Member Patty Murray
(D-WA) slammed the proposed budget, stating, “I hope this committee rejects that request
and works to make sure that we provide opportunity for Americans when it comes to
biomedical research.” In response to her concerns, Bhattacharya reaffirmed the agencies’
commitment to supporting health research across the country and argued that the funding
cut was necessary to “right size” the federal budget.

Arecording of the hearing can be found here. Stay tuned to COSSA'’s continued coverage
of the appropriations process.

Executive Branch News

Register Now: Shaping the Next Era of NIMHD Science Webinar

Registration is now open for The National Institute on Minority Health and Health
Disparities (NIMHD)'’s upcoming public webinar Shaping the Next Era of NIMHD Science:
Current Status, Emerging Opportunities, and Scientific Priorities.

In this public webinar, NIMHD leadership will provide updates on NIMHD's vision of health
disparities science, emerging research opportunities to address health disparities and
improve population health, as well as current scientific priorities. Presentations will be
followed by a Q&A. Speakers include:
e Dr. Monica Webb Hooper, NIMHD Acting Director
» Dr. Larissa Avilés-Santa, Director of the Division of Clinical and Health Services
Research and Acting Director of the Office of Extramural Research Activities
o Dr. Nathaniel Stinson, Director of the Division of Community Health and
Population Science and Acting Director of theDivision of Integrative Biological and
Behavioral Research

The webinar will be taking place on June 22 at 1:00pm EST. Register now via the online
form. Send any questions or comments to nimhdinfo@nimhd.nih.gov.

Resources & Opportunities

COSSA Letters & Statements

» NEW: 5/18/2026: COSSA's Analysis of the FY 2027 House CJS Appropriations Bill
for Federal Science Agencies
o 5/14/2026: CNSF Letter Requesting for a NSF Director Confirmation Hearing

Nomination Opportunities

» NEW: Research!America: 2027 Advocacy Awards (Closes: July 17, 2026)
e NEW: AAS: 2027 AAS Honors, Grants, and Prizes (Closes: June 30, 2026)
e AAAS: 2027 AAAS Awards & Prizes (Closes: June 30, 2026)

Funding Opportunities
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» NIH: Ethical, Legal and Social Implications (ELSI) Small Research Grant (R03
Clinical Trial Optional) (Closes: November 17, 2026)

¢ NIH: Ethical, Legal and Social Implications (ELSI) Research (R01 Clinical Trial
Optional) (Closes: November 19, 2026)

« NIH: Ethical, Legal and Social Implications (ELSI)_Exploratory/Developmental
Research Grant (R21 Clinical Trial Optional) (Closes: November 19, 2026)

* NSF: Growing_Research Access for Nationally Transformative Equity and Diversity.
(GRANTED) (Rolling Deadline)

o NSF: The Research on Research Security Program (RoRS) (Rolling Deadline)

e SSRC: Economic Research Rescue Fund (Rolling Deadline)

Requests for Comment & Calls for Papers

o NEW: OMB: Request for Comment on The American Community Survey and the
Puerto Rico Community Survey (Closes: June 13, 2026)

» NSF: Request for Comment on Emerging_Frontiers in Research and Innovation
Program (Closes: June 30, 2026)

« NEW: OMB: Request for Comment on Regulation for Federal Financial Assistance
(Closes: July 13, 2026)

Notices, Resources, & Reports

e NEW: |IES: Report on the Condition of Education 2026
« NEW: Brennan Center for Justice: The Cost of the Trump Administration’s Attacks

on Research Funding
« National Science Board: The State of U.S. Science and Engineering 2026

Open Positions, Fellowships, & Professional Development Opportunities

 NEW: Senate: Research Assistant, Commerce, Science and Transportation
Committee Democrats (Closes: June 3, 2026)

» ANS: Congressional Science and Engineering_Fellowship (Closes: June 5, 2026)

 NEW: National Academies: Senior Program Officer, Science and Technology Paolicy
and Law (Ongoing)

« NEW: NIST: Submit a Letter of Interest to join the NIST Al Consortium (Ongoing)

e APSA: Pracademic Fellowship (Ongoing)

Upcoming Events

« NEW: COSSA Town Hall: Updates on Efforts to Save SBE & Other NSF Issues,
June 4, 2026, Virtual

« NEW: NIMHD: Shaping_the Next Era of NIMHD Science Webinar, June 22, 2026,
Virtual

e APPAM: Fall Research Conference, November 5-7, 2026, Boston, MA

A list of COSSA members' annual meetings and other events can be found on the COSSA
events page. COSSA members who have an upcoming event they would like to see listed
in the Events Calendar and on our website should send an email to ebailey@cossa.org.

COSSA Members

Governing Associations Colleges and Universities
American Association for Public Opinion Boston University
Research Brown University
American Economic Association California State University, San Bernardino

College of Social and Behavioral
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Affiliates

SAGE Publishing

Sciences

Carnegie Mellon University
Columbia University

Cornell University

George Mason University
Georgetown University

Harvard University

Indiana University
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Michigan State University

North Carolina State University
Northwestern University
Pennsylvania State University
Princeton University

Stanford University

University of Arizona

University of California, Irvine
University of California, Riverside
University of California, Santa Barbara
University of Colorado, Boulder
University of Georgia

University of lllinois

University of Maryland

University of Michigan

University of Nebraska, Lincoln
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
University of Pennsylvania
University of Pittsburgh
University of Texas, Austin
University of Wisconsin, Madison
Virginia Tech

Yale University

Centers and Institutes

American Academy of Political and Social

Science

American Institutes for Research

Center for Advanced Study in the

Behavioral Sciences

Child Trends

Institute for Social Research, University of

Michigan

Institute for Social Science Research,
University of Massachusetts, Amherst

NORC at the University of Chicago

RTI International

Social Science Research Council

About COSSA

The Consortium of Social Science
Associations (COSSA) is a nonprofit
advocacy organization working to promote
sustainable federal funding for and
widespread use of social and behavioral
science research and federal policies that
positively impact the conduct of research.
COSSA serves as a united voice for a
broad, diverse network of organizations,
institutions, communities, and stakeholders
who care about a successful and vibrant

Our Team

Executive Director
Wendy A. Naus

Director of Public Affairs
Elyse Bailey

Associate Director of Government
Relations
Kenzie Shelstad



social science research enterprise. The
COSSA membership includes professional
and disciplinary associations, scientific
societies, research centers and institutes,
and U.S. colleges and universities.
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