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New from COSSA

ACT NOW!

Interested in taking action in support of social and behavioral science research? Below is
a list of ways you can stay informed and lend your support to COSSA’s advocacy efforts.

READ:
« NEW: UMR: NIH's Role in Sustaining_the U.S. Economy

ACT:
o COSSA Action Alert: Prioritize Research and Statistics Funding_in the FY 2027
Appropriations Bills
« NEW: National Humanities Alliance Action Alert: Take Action for Title VI
« NEW: Sign-on Opportunity: Gun Violence Prevention (GVP) Research Roundtable
FY 2027 Appropriations Sign-On Letter (Closes: April 10, 2026)

HELPFUL RESOURCES:

o COSSA At-Home Advocacy Guide

e COSSA101: A Crash Course on the Federal Government

» The Nation’s Data at Risk: Ongoing_Monitoring

« Grant Watch: Website for tracking terminated federal grants
+ National Science Foundation
« National Institutes of Health

o NSF Updates on Priorities and FAQs

¢ NIH Grants and Funding_Information Status



https://www.cossa.org/washington-update/subscribe-update/
https://cossa.org/members/mm-subscribe/
https://www.unitedformedicalresearch.org/annual-economic-report/
https://cossa.org/action-center/take-action/#/57
https://cossa.org/action-center/take-action/#/57
https://nhalliance.quorum.us/campaign/158972/
http://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=_15qaE-rrUuPOiKiYyRFubGK0L1zVQRLufsZKQsI5RdUQTEyVjc2WDZQVTVGUUlDTUNPTlNDUUlJWS4u
http://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=_15qaE-rrUuPOiKiYyRFubGK0L1zVQRLufsZKQsI5RdUQTEyVjc2WDZQVTVGUUlDTUNPTlNDUUlJWS4u
https://cossa.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/At-Home-Advocacy-Guide-2025.pdf
https://cossa.org/action-center/crash-course/
https://www.amstat.org/the-nations-data-at-risk-year-two-ongoing-monitoring
https://grant-watch.us/
https://grant-watch.us/nsf-data.html
https://grant-watch.us/nih-data.html
https://www.nsf.gov/updates-on-priorities
https://grants.nih.gov/policy-and-compliance/implementation-of-new-initiatives-and-policies/nih-grants-and-funding-information-status

e HHS Terminated Grants (managed by HHS)

Please send any additional opportunities to ebailey@cossa.org to include in future
Washington Updates.

Social and Behavioral Scientists Take to Capitol Hill for COSSA's
Social Science Advocacy Day 2026

On March 23-24, COSSA held its annual Social
Science Advocacy Day in Washington, DC. Over
85 social and behavioral science researchers,
students, and advocates from 24 different states
headed to Capitol Hill to meet with more than 90
offices in the House of Representatives and
Senate, all carrying a message about the need to
prioritize funding for social and behavioral science
research.

COSSA is especially grateful to the sponsors of this year's event. Thank you to all involved
for making this such an impactful experience and stay tuned for news about Social
Science Advocacy Day 2027!

Urge Congress to Prioritize Robust Science Funding in the FY
2027 Appropriations Bills

Congressional appropriators are preparing legislation 4

that will determine funding for federal science and m

statistical agencies for the next year (FY 2027). With |||”||||

recent attacks on the scientific research enterprise—

including funding cuts, grant delays/cancellations, ACT I O N
reorganization proposals, abrupt terminations, and

mass layoffs— it is essential that our community fights

for federal science funding and the scientific workforce. The stakes have never been
higher.

Send a message to your Senators and Representative TODAY and tell them why it is
critical that they prioritize funding in FY 2027 for the the National Science Foundation,
National Institutes of Health, Institute of Education Sciences, National Institute of Justice,
Bureau of Justice Statistics, Census Bureau, International Education and Foreign
Language Programs, and the federal statistical system.

Register Now: April Headlines Webinar

4 55 On April 9, join COSSA for the latest Headlines webinar
CWSSA i discussing the proposed changes to the National
H EAD L I N E S Science Foundation’s (NSF) Merit Review process.
This webinar will feature the National Science Board'’s
Wanda Ward and will look at what changes to merit

review could mean for social and behavioral science
research. Register now and join the conversation.

If you missed our March Headlines webinar covering recent policy developments and tips
on how to advocate from home, you can find the recording here.

Headlines is a webinar series available to COSSA member organizations. Watch for
additional webinar announcements, and previous webinar recordings, on the
COSSA website.
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Congressional News

Congress Begins FY 2027 Budget Hearings

While Congress continues to grapple with a lapse in funding for the Department of
Homeland Security (DHS) and President Trump’s push to pass the SAVE Act (H.R. 22),
Congressional appropriators have turned their attention to drafting fiscal year (FY) 2027
appropriations legislation. As previously reported, the House Appropriations Committee
set deadlines for submitting funding requests for Members earlier this month. Following in
the House’s footsteps, the Senate Appropriations Committee released their guidance last
week. Deadlines for each subcommittee’s requests can be found here. Congress has also
been holding hearings on budget and policy priorities for various departments and
agencies, including the National Institutes of Health (NIH), despite the continued delay of
the President’s annual budget request (see related article). It is still unclear when the
request will be released; however, Congress is expected to continue moving ahead with
the appropriations process regardless of the President’s timeline.

In other news, the House Republicans returned from their annual retreat last week without
having reached a consensus on a second reconciliation bill to address the Administration’s
request to significantly increase the Department of Defense’s budget. With the upcoming
midterm elections, it's unlikely any reconciliation bill will gain the traction and support it
needs to pass the slim Republican majority on Capitol Hill.

Stay tuned to COSSA'’s continued coverage on the appropriations process.

House Appropriations Committee Holds NIH Oversight Hearing

On March 17, the House Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education (LHHS)
Appropriations Subcommittee held an oversight hearing on the National Institutes of
Health (NIH) with testimony from Director Jay Bhattacharya. The hearing comes after
Bhattacharya testified in front of the Senate Health, Education, and Labor and Pensions
(HELP) Committee in February (see previous coverage).

Bhattacharya, who has also been serving as the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) Acting Director since February in addition to his role as NIH Director,
fielded questions on a variety of topics, including the Trump Administration’s delays in
grant distribution, indirect costs, leadership vacancies and staff reductions, public trust in
science, and national security. LHHS Subcommittee Chair Robert Aderholt (R-AL) opened
the hearing with comments on the public’s lack of trust in the NIH and encouraged
Bhattacharya to continue to prioritize replicability in NIH research, arguing it would help to
rebuild public trust in the agency.

On the other side of the aisle, Ranking Member Rosa DelLauro (D-CT) used her opening
remarks to raise several concerns about recent actions taken by NIH under the Trump
Administration, from unprecedented cancellations of grants and staff reductions to delayed
spending of fiscal year (FY) 2026 funding. Ranking Member DelLauro highlighted the
detrimental impacts of front-loading payments for multi-year grants, which NIH started
doing in FY 2025, which reportedly resulted in 2,000 fewer grants being awarded in 2025.
Ranking Member DelLauro also commented on the White House Office of Management
and Budget's (OMB) delay in releasing FY 2026 funding (see previous coverage), which
finally stated happening just prior to the hearing, presumably as a result of pressure from
the Subcommittee. “Research is a public good,” she stated. “It must not be manipulated as
a political weapon to serve a partisan goal.” While other Congressional Representatives
raised similar concerns about the delay of funding, including Rep. Stephanie Bice (R-OK)
who later pressed the issue, Bhattacharya claimed that these concerns were “political
noise” and that he planned to have all appropriated funds released to researchers in a
timely manner.

Rep. Steny Hoyer (D-MD) questioned Bhattacharya on the NIH payline decrease, to which
Bhattacharya claimed that, while the payline had decreased to “8 to 10 percent,” it was
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largely due to an influx of applications prompted by the use of artificial intelligence (Al) to
submit applications. Bhattacharya told the Subcommittee that finding a way to reduce Al-
generated applications is a priority for the agency. He reiterated a commitment to
supporting scientific research and, when prompted by Rep. Hoyer, agreed that “NIH
research is the basis of almost every single important biomedical advancement in this
century and much of the last century.”

Bhattacharya’'s prepared remarks largely centered on NIH going where the “great ideas”
are. To this end, the Director suggested separating facility competitions from grant funding
to allow smaller universities and colleges more opportunities to receive NIH awards.
Further, he pointed to the Trump Administration’s proposal to cap indirect costs at 15
percent as another way to improve competitive fairness between institutions (see previous
coverage).

The hearing later moved to concerns about the agency’s ability to operate without
permanent institute directors in place. In response, Bhattacharya indicated that the agency
has plans to onboard new institute directors in the upcoming months to fill those
leadership gaps in addition to plans to restore some of their lost staff, many of which were
unexpectedly terminated in mass layoffs last year (see previous coverage). Ranking
Member DelLauro also expressed uncertainty over Bhattacharya’s ability to serve as both
the NIH Director and CDC Acting Director. It's unclear whether the Administration intends
to nominate a new CDC Director anytime soon.

Lastly, Bhattacharya fielded questions about national security and protecting U.S.
federally-funded scientific research. He acknowledged concerns, specifically relating to
the Chinese Communist Party (CCP), and stated that he was in the process of developing
a framework to address these concerns with the White House Office of Science and
Technology Policy (OSTP). Further, he argued that universities needed stronger policies to
protect research from foreign interference. While he stated that the NIH doesn’t “want
burdensome regulations to stop research,” he stated that improving oversight was a major
priority for the Administration.

A full recording of the hearing can be viewed here. Stay tuned for COSSA’s continued
coverage of the NIH.

Science Community News

Submit and Register for the Data Foundation's Genesis Mission
Virtual Forum

Join the Data Foundation for a dynamic virtual forum focused on the Genesis Mission
Executive Order. The Order establishes a sweeping national initiative to accelerate Al-
driven scientific discovery through the creation of the American Science and Security
Platform. This public forum invites researchers, policy experts, technologists, advocates,
university research leaders, and federal partners to examine the Order's immediate
implications for university-federal research collaborations, particularly workforce pathways
that will shape how higher education institutions engage with this initiative, and the new
partnerships and data governance frameworks may be necessary. The forum will aim to
educate and garner actionable insights for university and nonprofit leaders for promising
approaches to implement the requirements of the Order.

Submit an abstract, attend, or share with your networks. The Data Foundation is calling for
presenters to give short presentations and engage in in-depth discussions and learning.
Send in your submissions by April 6, 2026.

The Data Foundation is accepting speaker submissions on key topics including:

« Research-to-Workforce Pathways
« Partnership Structures & Intellectual Property
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 New Data Governance Frameworks for Non-Federal Collaborators
- Data Standardization, Metadata, & Provenance Requirements
e Access, Vetting, & Authorization Procedures

Resources & Opportunities

COSSA Letters & Statements

« NEW: 3/23/2026: Friends of IES Letter to LHHS Appropriators on FY 2027 Funding
for the Institute of Education Sciences

e NEW: 3/20/2026: CNSF Letter on FY 2027 Funding_for the National Science
Foundation

e NEW: 3/10/2026: Friends of BLS FY27 LHHS Recommendation Letter

Nomination Opportunities

o NASEM: 2026 Eric and Wendy Schmidt Awards for Excellence in Science
Communications (Closes: April 3, 2026)

Funding Opportunities

» NIH: Ethical, Legal and Social Implications (ELSI)_ Small Research Grant (R03
Clinical Trial Optional) (Closes: November 17, 2026)

« NIH: Ethical, Legal and Social Implications (ELSI) _Research (R0O1 Clinical Trial
Optional) (Closes: November 19, 2026)

* NIH: Ethical, Legal and Social Implications (ELSI)_Exploratory/Developmental
Research Grant (R21 Clinical Trial Optional) (Closes: November 19, 2026)

» NSF: Growing Research Access for Nationally Transformative Equity and Diversity
(GRANTED) (Rolling Deadline)

o NSF: The Research on Research Security Program (RoRS) (Rolling Deadline)

e SSRC: Economic Research Rescue Fund (Rolling Deadline)

Requests for Comment & Calls for Papers

o OSTP: Request for Information; National Strategic Plan for Advanced
Manufacturing (Closes: March 30, 2026)

« NSF: Request for Comment on NSF Research Traineeship Program Monitoring
System (Closes: March 31, 2026)

o NSF: Request for Comment on NCSES Data Collection (Closes: April 7, 2026)

« USDA: Request for Information on Opportunities, Challenges, and Emerging Areas
in Statistical Data, Analysis, and Research (Closes: April 9, 2026)

 NEW: NSF: Request for Comment on Renewal of the Survey of Graduate Students
and Postdoctorates in Science and Engineering (Closes: May 8, 2026)

 NEW: NIST: Request for Comment on CHIPS Workforce Solution Participant Data
Collection (Closes: May 18, 2026)

 NEW: NSF: Request for Comment on Emerging_Frontiers in Research and
Innovation Program (Closes: June 30, 2026)

* NCSES: Indicators Explorer Screener Survey (Ongoing)

Notices, Resources, & Reports

» NEW: SPSSI: Rethinking_Inequality: Leveraging Psychological Science to Advance
Economic Justice

« |ES: Reimagining_the Institute of Education Sciences

+ OPM: Federal Workforce Changes
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Open Positions, Fellowships, & Professional Development Opportunities

e NEW: SRCD: Future of the U.S. Policy Fellowship Task Force (Closes: March 27,

2026)

e NEW: AAS: John N. Bahcall Public Policy Fellowship (Closes: April 15, 2026)

e AIP: Science Policy News, Director (Rolling Deadline)
e APSA: Pracademic Fellowship (Rolling Deadline)

Upcoming Events

e UMD: Mpact Conference, March 25-27, 2026, College Park, MD

« NEW: SPSSI: Legal and Economic Justice: Using_Psychological Science to
Advance Economic Justice Webinar, April 1, 2026, Virtual
« NEW: NIH: Developing_the NIH-Wide Strategic Plan for Fiscal Years 2027-2031

Webinar, April 8, 2026, Virtual

« MPSA: MPSA Annual Conference, April 23-26, 2026, Hybrid or Chicago, IL
e AAPOR: AAPOR 81st Annual Conference, May 13-15, 2026, Los Angeles, CA

« APPAM: Fall Research Conference, November 5-7, 2026, Boston, MA

A list of COSSA members' annual meetings and other events can be found on the COSSA
events page. COSSA members who have an upcoming event they would like to see listed
in the Events Calendar and on our website should send an email to ebailey@cossa.org.

COSSA Members

Governing Associations

American Association for Public Opinion
Research

American Economic Association

American Educational Research

Association

American Political Science Association

American Society of Criminology

American Sociological Association

American Statistical Association

Law and Society Association

Midwest Political Science Association

National Communication Association

Population Association of America

Society for Personality and Social
Psychology

Society for Research in Child Development

Membership Organizations

Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences

African Studies Association

Agricultural & Applied Economics

Association

American Anthropological Association

American Association of Geographers

American Council of Learned Societies

American Evaluation Association

American Historical Association

Association for Public Policy Analysis and
Management

Association of Academic Survey Research

Colleges and Universities

Boston University

Brown University

California State University, San Bernardino
College of Social and Behavioral
Sciences

Carnegie Mellon University
Columbia University

Cornell University

George Mason University
Georgetown University

Harvard University

Indiana University

Johns Hopkins University
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Michigan State University

North Carolina State University
Northwestern University
Pennsylvania State University
Princeton University

Stanford University

University of Arizona

University of California, Irvine
University of California, Los Angeles
University of California, Riverside
University of California, Santa Barbara
University of Colorado, Boulder
University of Georgia

University of lllinois

University of Maryland

University of Michigan

University of Nebraska, Lincoln
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Organizations
Association of American Law Schools
Association of Research Libraries
Council of Colleges of Arts and Sciences
Division for Research of the Council for
Exceptional Children
Economic History Association
Linguistic Society of America
Midwest Sociological Society
National Council on Family Relations
Rural Sociological Society
Social Science History Association
Society for Prevention Research
Society for Social Work and Research
Society for the Psychological Study of
Social Issues
Southern Political Science Association
Southwestern Social Science Association

Affiliates

SAGE Publishing

University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
University of Pennsylvania

University of Pittsburgh

University of Texas, Austin

University of Wisconsin, Madison
Virginia Tech

Yale University

Centers and Institutes

American Academy of Political and Social

Science

American Institutes for Research

Center for Advanced Study in the

Behavioral Sciences

Child Trends

Institute for Social Research, University of

Michigan

Institute for Social Science Research,
University of Massachusetts, Amherst

NORC at the University of Chicago

RTI International

Social Science Research Council

About COSSA

The Consortium of Social Science
Associations (COSSA) is a nonprofit
advocacy organization working to promote
sustainable federal funding for and
widespread use of social and behavioral
science research and federal policies that
positively impact the conduct of research.
COSSA serves as a united voice for a
broad, diverse network of organizations,
institutions, communities, and stakeholders
who care about a successful and vibrant
social science research enterprise. The
COSSA membership includes professional
and disciplinary associations, scientific
societies, research centers and institutes,
and U.S. colleges and universities.
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