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March 24, 2026

COSSA’s Day of Action in Support of 

Social and Behavioral Science Research 





87 advocates 

from 24 states  

visiting 95 offices 

in House and Senate. 

61 first timers!
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Why Now?

Regular Order:
• FEB – President’s Budget Request released

• APR – Congress adopts budget resolution 

• MAY – Appropriations Committees set allocations for 12 subcommittees

• MAY-JUN – Subcommittees write and “mark up” bills

• JUN – Full Appropriations Committee considers/amends bills

• JUL – House Floor debate/vote on each bill individually

• SEP – Differences negotiated (conference committee), each chamber votes on 
compromise

• BY SEP 30 – To the President to sign/veto

• OCT 1 – New fiscal year begins



Budget Season is Here

1. FY 2026 
APPROPRIATIONS 

• DONE (mostly)
• FY 2026 began October 

1, 2025
• 11 of 12 bills complete 

and signed into law
• DHS remaining bills 
• Agencies now 

obligating funds

2. FY 2027 BUDGET 
REQUEST

• FY 2027 begins October 
1, 2026
• President supposed to 

release budget in 
February. 
• No budget yet.
• President’s “wish list”

3. FY 2027 
APPROPRIATIONS 

• Congress must pass 12 
FY 2027 bills before 
September 30, 2026
• Congressional oversight 

hearings beginning
• Election year 

complications 



FY 2026 Science Funding 



COSSA’s “Asks” for FY 2027





Opportunities to Advocate

•Advocate to Congress in 

support or opposition to 

the President’s budget

•Develop materials to make 

your case

President’s budget 

request released

•Provide data and/or 

questions to oversight 

committees 

Congressional 

hearings •Meet with members of the 

committee to discuss  your 

concerns

•Ask your elected officials 

to weigh in on your “ask”

Subcommittee/ 

Committee 

deliberations

•Ask your Members of 

Congress to vote 

for/against the bill or to 

propose an amendment 

Before floor vote
•Thank your members for 

their support

After the vote
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Take Action March 24!

• Share the action alert 

with others and post to 

social. 



Taking Action from Home



Advocate from Anywhere, 
Anytime

• Level 1    STAY INFORMED

• Level 2    SIMPLE ACTIONS

• Level 3     BIG ACTIONS
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https://cossa.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/At-Home-Advocacy-Guide-2025.pdf


Level 1    STAY INFORMED

• Find news sources you trust 
• Fact-based and impartial

• Enable you to formulate your own positions 

• Find and learn about your elected officials 
• Subscribe to newsletters

• Follow on social media
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Level 2    SIMPLE  ACTIONS

• Respond to a “call for action”
• Check if your professional association has an action page

• Share with others

• Call your elected officials 
• For Congress: Local office vs. Washington, DC office

• Email your elected officials 
• Make sure you have the right contact

• Attachments okay, but keep them brief
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Level 3    BIG  ACTIONS
• Schedule an in-person meeting.
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Level 3    BIG  ACTIONS
• Schedule an in-person meeting.

• In Washington or locally

• Goal: Start building a relationship and present yourself as a resource for them

• The best meetings feel like a conversation with a friend. Don’t just talk about 
yourself—ask the staff about themselves. You may find areas of natural synergy.

• Attend a town hall meeting 
• Learn about events from lawmakers’ websites/newsletters

• Prepare your question in advance

• Recruit others to join
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Making the Most of COSSA Membership
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Reminders: 

1. COSSA’s resources are YOURS to share.

2. YOUR organizations’ members or employees are automatically COSSA 

members. 
• They can subscribe to COSSA resources directly

• They can access membership-only opportunities 
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Members-only resources

• Member Messages 

• Monthly Headlines webinars

• Social Science Advocacy Day

• Action Alerts sent directly to members first
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Simple Ways to Use COSSA

• Encourage colleagues to subscribe to COSSA Washington Update. 

• Forward/repurpose COSSA newsletter articles or analyses. 
• Include in your own newsletters, websites, etc. 

• Share information about upcoming COSSA events. 
• Monthly webinars

• Social Science Advocacy Day 

• Post information about COSSA on your organization’s website.

• Ask COSSA to write an article for your newsletter. 

• Include info about COSSA in annual conference program. 

• Promote COSSA membership as a benefit for joining YOUR association. 
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Other Ways to Use COSSA

Presentations 

• Invite COSSA to speak to Boards/Councils/ 
Committees

• Advocacy trainings for your members

Assist with your Hill Activities 

• Promote events (e.g., Congressional 
briefings)

• Advise on Hill/legislative strategy

• Assist with Hill meeting planning 

Why Social Science?

• Help with identifying guest authors – or 
volunteer yourself!

Embed COSSA in your org’s policy work

• Include us as part of your organization’s 
advocacy strategy



Questions?

Email: wnaus@cossa.org

Join COSSA: cossa.org/join

Donate to COSSA

www.cossa.org

www.whysocialscience.com
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