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COSSA Presents 2026 Distinguished Service Award to 
Dr. Felice J. Levine 

 

 
 

Washington, D.C. — The Consortium of Social Science Associations (COSSA) 
has announced the recognition of Dr. Felice J. Levine, former Executive 
Director of the American Educational Research Association (AERA), as the 
recipient of its 2026 Distinguished Service Award. The award was officially 
presented in Washington, DC at the Celebration of Social Science Reception 
on March 23, 2026 as part of COSSA’s 2026 Social Science Advocacy Day 
activities. More information about the award is available on the COSSA 
website. 
 
“Felice has dedicated her career to advancing the social and behavioral 
sciences,” said Wendy Naus, COSSA’s Executive Director. “In her roles as 
AERA Executive Director and, before that, Executive Officer of the American Sociological Association 
(ASA), both COSSA Governing Members, Felice has been a steadfast champion for the research 
community. I can think of no one who has had as much impact on the social, behavioral, and educational 
sciences over the last several decades as Felice Levine, and for that COSSA is eternally grateful.”  
 
In addition to her leadership positions at AERA and ASA, Levine served as Director of the Law and Social 
Science Program at the National Science Foundation (NSF) and as Senior Research Social Scientist at the 
American Bar Foundation. She served multiple terms on the COSSA Board of Directors and held the 
position of Chair from 1997 to 2000 and again from 2015 to 2018.  Levine received a Ph.D., M.A., and B.A. 
degrees in sociology and psychology from the University of Chicago.  
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About the Award 
The COSSA Distinguished Service Award recognizes leaders who have gone above and beyond to 
promote, protect, and advance the social and behavioral science research enterprise. Awardees are 
chosen by the COSSA Board of Directors, which represents COSSA’s governing member associations. 
 

##### 

The Consortium of Social Science Associations (COSSA) is a nonprofit advocacy organization working to promote 
sustainable federal funding for social and behavioral science research and federal policies that positively impact the 

conduct of research. COSSA serves as a united voice for a broad, diverse network of organizations, institutions, 
communities, and stakeholders who care about a successful and vibrant social science research enterprise. The 
COSSA membership includes professional and disciplinary associations, scientific societies, research centers and 

institutes, and U.S. colleges and universities. Visit us at www.cossa.org. 

https://cossa.org/event/2026-social-science-advocacy-day/
https://cossa.org/event/2026-social-science-advocacy-day/
https://cossa.org/about/awards/
https://cossa.org/about/awards/
https://rollfilm.net/
http://cossa.org/members

