FRIENDS '« BUREAU

o LABOR STATISTICS

March 10, 2026

The Honorable Shelley Moore Capito, Chair The Honorable Robert Aderholt, Chair

Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, House Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor,
Health and Human Services and Education Health and Human Services and Education

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Tammy Baldwin, Ranking The Honorable Rosa DeLauro, Ranking Member
Member House Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor,

Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Human Services and Education
Health and Human Setvices and Education Washington, DC 20515

Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairwoman Capito, Chairman Aderholt, Ranking Member Baldwin, and Ranking Member Del.auro,

We, the undersigned organizations and individual members of the Friends of the Bureau of Labor Statistics
(BLS), thank you for providing the agency with a modest funding increase in the final Fiscal Year 2026 Labor,
Health and Human Services and Education appropriations bill. To ensure BLS can continue to fulfill its vital
mission, we urge you to sustain and grow investment in the agency by providing the Bureau with no less
than $754 million in FY 2027.

This level of support for urgent, short-term and necessary, longer-term investment as explained below, is critical
to ensure that the Bureau can make significant progress with regards to modernizing it data collection programs
and continue delivering timely, relevant, and granular economic data to the American people. In addition, we
have deep concern about the number of open positions at the Bureau, having lost approximately 25% of its
staff through carly separations since February 2025 and nearly 40% of leadership posts remain vacant.
Unfortunately, a significant number of these separations involved senior staff with deep institutional and
technical knowledge. BLS desperately needs to hire new talent to ensure that data releases remain accurate and
timely. It is critical that BLS has the funding and the staff necessary to maintain their reporting processes and
deliver timely data to the American people.

To avoid degradation of the quality of BLS data in FY27, we propose an increase of $35.5 million (5%) over
the 'Y 2026 enacted budget of $708.5 million. These funds will allow BLS to train new staff, implement delayed
modernization efforts, and sustain response rates in multiple programs.

In addition, BLS needs to innovate more rapidly, even as it continues to produce its critical statistics. The
economic landscape can change very quickly - businesses and policymakers need information on the current
economic climate and that requires a current, up-to-date approach to collecting and reporting data. To this end,
we propose that a Modernization Fund be established at the Bureau and controlled by the Commissioner’s
office. The BLS Commissioner would work to ensure that the funds are allocated effectively to help utilize
modern methodologies for the Bureau’s critical programs. We propose an annual endowment of $10 million
for the fund to build and sustain the infrastructure needed to update these data programs.

We also recommend a technical change granting the BLS authority to spend its appropriated funds until fully
expended. This change would allow BLS to continue producing economic releases during a government
shutdown and more easily support multi-year innovation projects. A similar provision for the Energy
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Information Agency reads, “For Department of Energy expenses necessary in carrying out the activities of the
Energy Information Administration, $135,000,000, 7o remzain available until expended.(italics added)."

We urge that increases in funding for BLS be the start of a sustained effort to make BLS data more timely,
granular, and accurate. The agency must be positioned to take full advantage of advances in data sourcing and
statistical methods that must be the basis for sound decisions about public and private sector investment. To
produce the high-quality statistics required for a thriving, 215t century economy, BLS must be a 21t century
data agency. It is critical that BLS has the funding to take full advantage of alternative sources of data and apply
advanced statistical matching and modelling techniques.

With this investment, BLS can take these steps to greatly reduce respondent burden and provide more return
for Congress’s investments in the agency, and improve coverage of the economy, especially at state and local
levels. Your support will allow BLS to continue to inform evidence-based policymaking, smart program
evaluation, rewarding career choices, and confident business investment.

Thank you for your dedicated interest in this critical part of our national data infrastructure and for considering
our views as you prepare the FY 2027 Labor, Health and Human Services and Education Appropriations bill.

Sincerely,

Erica L. Groshen, Ph.D. William W. Beach, D. Phil.
Co-Chair, The Friends of BLS Co-Chair, The Friends of BLS
BLS Commissioner 2013-2017 BLS Commissioner, 2019-2023
Paul Schroeder

Co-Chair, The Friends of BLS
Executive Director of the Council of Professional Associations on Federal Statistics
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Organizations

American Statistical Association

Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management (APPAM)
Association of Population Centers

Bendick and Egan Economic Consultants, Inc.
Center on Rural Innovation

Clayton Economics

Connecticut Arts Alliance

Consortium of Social Science Associations

Council of Professional Organizations on Federal Statistics
Data Foundation

Economic Policy Institute

Haver Analytics

ICPSR, The Data Consortium

Local Advantage Mortgage, LLC

National Safety Council

Population Association of America

Regionomics LL.C

Revelio Labs

Southwest Art Towns LLC

SRR Consulting

The W.E. Upjohn Institute for Employment Research
Western Illinois Regional Council



Individuals

John M Abowd, Washington, DC
Joelle Abramowitz, Ann Arbor, MI
James D. Adams, Orlando, FL

David Autor, Cambridge, MA

Janet Barkdoll, Ardmore, PA

Jonathan Barker, Wilmington, NC
Jordan Bastien, Philadelphia, PA

Alvin Bauman, Potomac, MD

Robert W Bednarzik, MD

Misha Belkindas, North Bethesda, MD
Andrew Glen Benson, Albuquerque, NM
Marianne Bitler, Berkeley, CA

Dani Blaise, Hartland, VT

Francine Blau, Ithaca, NY

Jennifer C. Boettcher, Laurel, MD

Jill Bressler, Kerhonkson, NY

Charles Brown, Ann Arbor, MI

Brielle Bryan, Houston, TX

Jetf Burke, Fort Worth, TX

Michael Carr, Wellesley, MA

Sarah Casias, Northglenn, CO

Laken Chapin, Ubly, MI

Cynthia Z F Clark, Lexington, VA
Todd Clark, Cleveland, OH

Brendan Clarke, Hawley, PA

John Conzelmann, Granville, OH
Anna Corbet, Washington, DC

David ] Corliss, PhD, Plymouth, MI
Julia Coronado, Austin, TX

Rachel Cortes, San Antonio, TX

John L. Czajka, Bethesda, MD

Sheldon Danziger, New York, NY
Barbara Denham, New York, NY
Teresa M Derrick-Mills, Middletown, MD
Adam Dewbury, Saranac Lake, NY
Thomas deWolf, Collingswood, NJ
Megan Dunn-Paul, Chester Springs, PA
Thomas Durfee, Minneapolis, MN
Franklin K Elder, Highland Village, TX
John W Filemyr, Hilton Head Island, SC
Helen Flannery, Brookfield, VT
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Christopher J. Flinn, New York, NY
Lisa Foote, Baxter, MN

Joanna Frasch, Madison, WI

Tom Gallagher, Owatonna, MN
Sharat Ganapati, Washington, DC
Grete Gansauer, Laramie, WY

Erin George, Washington, DC
Aliqae Geraci, Bronx, NY

Dan Gillman, Pikesville, MD

James Glassman, Pasadena, CA
Michael Grossman, New York, NY
Marc Guillaume, Greenfield, MA
Daniel S. Hamermesh, New York, NY
George Hammond, Ph.D., Tucson, AZ
Kathryn Harper, Rockville, MD
Maurice Harris, Golden Valley, MN
Maurine Haver, New York, NY
Jessica Herr, Rowlett, TX

Richard ] Holden, Martinez, CA
Harry J. Holzer, Chevy Chase, MD
Jennifer Hunt, New York, NY

Dave laia, Alexandria, VA

Randall Jackson, Morgantown, WV
Adam Jaffe, Boston, MA

Katie Johnson, Mill Creek, WA
David Johnson, Alexandria, VA
Kory Kantenga, Vero Beach, FLL
Daniel Kasrzyk, Chevy Chase, MD
Danielle Kavanagh-Smith, Bronx, NY
Arthur Kennickell, Washington, DC
Katherine Kiernan, Madison, AL
Jean Kimmel, Portage, MI

Joe Klein, Wichita, KS

Heather Krasna, New York NY
John H. Laub, Denver, CO

Diana Lavery, Riverside, CA
Margaret Levenstein, Ann Arbor, MI
Adam Levine, CA

Hannah Lewis, Bend, OR

Paul Liegey, Rockville, MD

Edward Junhao Lim, East Hartford, CT



Tom Louis, St Michaels, MD

Lisa M. Lynch, Newton, MA

David Marker, Fulton, MD

Mindy Marks, Boston, MA

Bernard Markstein, Phoenixville, PA
Robert Martin, Mesa, AZ

Andrew Martinez, Washington, DC
Peter McHenry, Williamsburg, VA
Cameron McPhee, Hyattsville, MD
Ellen E. Meade, Durham, NC

John Meszaros, Midlothian, VA

Dr Morgan P Miles, Statesboro, GA
Mark Milstein, New York, NY
Daniel J.B. Mitchell, Santa Monica, CA
Jared S. Murray, Austin, TX

Kelly Musick, Ithaca, NY

William O'Brien, Austin, TX
Kathryn O'Neill, Philadelphia, PA
Mark C Otto, Florence, CO
Michelle Overton, Bowie, MD
William Pate, Chevy Chase, MD
Shital Patel, Rockville Centre, NY
Michael Pearson, Washington, DC
Mary Anne Phillips, Sharon, PA
Chelsea Place, Bradford, PA

Amy Porter, Frederick, MD

Katelyn Rakotoarivelo, Shoreview, MN
Andrew Reamer, Washington, DC
Marshall Reinsdotf, Falls Church, VA
Liam Rice, Smithfield, RT

Philip Rones, The Villages, FL
Henry Do Rosario, Wilder, VT
Michael Rose, Wheat Ridge, CO
Drew Rosebush, Bethlehem, NH
Richard Rosen, Ellicott City, MD
Diego Rubio, Del Rio, TX

Rogelio Saenz, San Antonio, TX
Laura Sare, College Station, TX
Narayan Sastry, Santa Monica, CA
Justin Schardin, Silver Spring, MD
Ronald W. Schatz, Pittsburgh, PA
Michael A Searson, Burke, VA
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Mike Share, Columbia, MD

Clara Sheffer, Lincolnwood, IL.

Tara Sinclair, Washington, DC

Aaron Sojourner, Minneapolis, MN
Dixie Ann Sommers, Alexandria, VA
Richard Stein, Narberth, PA

Gary E Steinberg, Alexandria, VA
Chatles Steindel, Glen Ridge, NJ
Stephanie Swirsky, Washington
Melissa Tabb, McAlisterville, PA
Leah Taylor, Brownsville, VT
Rochelle Tractenberg, Silver Spring, MD
Clyde Tucker, Vienna, VA

Kathleen Utgoff, VA

Patricia Vargas, Los Angeles, CA
Giovanni Violante, NY

James Wagner, Ann Arbor, MI

Andy Weiss, Ann Arbor, MI

Brady T. West, Dexter, MI

Dr. Martha Wettemann, Pleasant View, TN
Scott Wheeler, Honolulu, HI

Mark C. White, Urbana, 1L

Adeline J. Wilcox, Beltsville, MD
Tom S. Witt, Morgantown, WV
Morton Wolf, Briarcliff Manor, NY
Emma Yeager, Marietta, OH

Dr. Adam J. Yoder, Williamsport, PA
Sarah Zapolsky, Alexandria, VA
James P. Ziliak, Lexington, KY
Ethan Zimmer, Arlington, MA



