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New from COSSA
ACT NOW!

Interested in taking action in support of social and behavioral science research? Below is
a list of ways you can stay informed and lend your support to COSSA’s advocacy efforts.

READ:
NEW: FYI: A Look Back at Project 2025’s Plans for Science

ACT:
PAA Action Alert: Tell Congress to Restore Funding for Food Security Supplement
and Household Food Security Reports

HELPFUL RESOURCES:
COSSA At-Home Advocacy Guide
COSSA 101: A Crash Course on the Federal Government
The Nation’s Data at Risk: Ongoing Monitoring
Grant Watch: Website for tracking terminated federal grants

National Science Foundation
National Institutes of Health

NSF Updates on Priorities and FAQs

https://www.cossa.org/washington-update/subscribe-update/
https://cossa.org/members/mm-subscribe/
https://www.aip.org/fyi/a-look-back-at-project-2025s-plans-for-science
https://www.populationassociation.org/government-affairs/action-center#/6
https://www.populationassociation.org/government-affairs/action-center#/6
https://cossa.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/At-Home-Advocacy-Guide-2025.pdf
https://cossa.org/action-center/crash-course/
https://www.amstat.org/the-nations-data-at-risk-year-two-ongoing-monitoring
https://grant-watch.us/
https://grant-watch.us/nsf-data.html
https://grant-watch.us/nih-data.html
https://www.nsf.gov/updates-on-priorities


NIH Grants and Funding Information Status
HHS Terminated Grants (managed by HHS)

Please send any additional opportunities to ebailey@cossa.org to include in future
Washington Updates.

Social Science Advocacy Day: One Month Out!

COSSA’s annual Social Science Advocacy Day is taking place March 23-24, 2026 in
Washington, DC! This annual event brings together social and behavioral science
researchers, faculty, students, association professionals, and other advocates from across
the country. Together, we'll meet with elected officials in Congress to discuss the value of
our sciences and the importance of federal funding.

Register now and don't forget to check out our sponsorship opportunities (some including
free registrations).

Congressional News
Trump to Deliver State of the Union Address

As previously reported, President Trump is scheduled to give his State of the Union
address later today amidst a partial government shutdown as Congressional lawmakers
continue to negotiate the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) fiscal year (FY) 2026
appropriations bill with no end in sight. The State of the Union is expected to offer a
preview into the President’s priorities for the year; however, full details are likely to emerge
with the delayed release of the Presidential Budget Request. It’s currently unclear when
the budget is set to be released.

As with tradition, the Democratic Caucus will have the chance to offer a rebuttal to the
President’s remarks. Abigail Spanberger, who succeeded in a highly contentious race for
the Governor of Virginia last year, will be giving her remarks in English while Sen. Alex
Padilla (D-CA) will offer a following rebuttal in Spanish. Notably, several Democratic
lawmakers, including Sen. Patty Murray (D-WA); Sen. Jeff Merkley (D-OR); Sen. Tina
Smith (D-MN); Rep. Becca Balint (D-VT); Rep. Bonnie Watson Coleman (D-NJ); and
more, are expected to skip the State of the Union address in favor of counter events in
Washington, D.C., highlighting the growing divide on Capitol Hill.

With the upcoming midterm elections, it’s likely to be a difficult year for appropriations as
lawmakers balance their Congressional responsibilities with campaigning. Stay tuned to
COSSA’s continued coverage on the President’s priorities and the FY 2027 appropriations
process.  

Congress Requests Briefings from Scientific Research Agencies
on Safeguarding Against Foreign-Linked Compromised Research

On February 5, House Science, Space, and Technology Committee Chairman Brian Babin
(R-TX) and Investigations and Oversight Subcommittee Chairman Rich McCormick (R-
GA) sent letters to several agencies, including the National Science Foundation (NSF),
Department of Energy (DOE), Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), National
Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), and National Oceanic and Atmospheric

https://grants.nih.gov/policy-and-compliance/implementation-of-new-initiatives-and-policies/nih-grants-and-funding-information-status
https://taggs.hhs.gov/Content/Data/HHS_Grants_Terminated.pdf
mailto:ebailey@cossa.org
https://cossa.regfox.com/2026-social-science-advocacy-day
https://cossa.regfox.com/2026-social-science-advocacy-day
https://cossa.regfox.com/2026-social-science-advocacy-day
https://cossa.regfox.com/2026-social-science-advocacy-day
https://cossa.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/2026-COSSA-Advocacy-Day-Sponsorship-Opportunities.pdf
https://cossa.org/congress-looks-forward-to-fy-2027-and-eyes-potential-second-reconciliation-package/
https://cossa.org/washington-update/
https://science.house.gov/press-releases?ID=DAA76F2E-BE87-4940-8492-9029E9408A72


Administration (NOAA), raising concerns about “falsified research” published from “paper
mills” funded by the Chinese Communist Party (CCP). In their letter to NSF, the Chairmen
wrote:

“Such false research can negatively impact the scientific community and set back
fundamental and critical research for years before it is identified. As a result, the
credibility of NSF-funded research could be called into question, underscoring the
need for heightened oversight and accountability.”

These agencies are directed to respond with a briefing on their oversight process so that
the Committee can “assess research integrity risks” and “guard against foreign-linked
compromised findings” before February 27.

This comes after Chairmen Babin and McCormick raised concerns that universities and
research organizations have found federal guidelines on research security to be
“confusing, inconsistent, or incomplete” during a related hearing on research security in
December (see COSSA’s coverage). During the hearing, the Chairman urged several
scientific research agencies, including NSF, NASA, and DOE, to coordinate a national
response to improve research security guidelines across the U.S. scientific research
enterprise.

Stay tuned to COSSA’s continued coverage on research security.  

Executive Branch News
Science Agency Leadership Shakeups Continue 

The White House recently announced plans to nominate Jim O’Neill as the next Director
of the National Science Foundation (NSF), placing a longtime health policy official and
private-sector investor at the helm of the nation’s premier basic science funding agency.

O’Neill most recently served as acting director of the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) (see previous coverage). Earlier in his career, O’Neill worked at the
Department of Health and Human Services during the administration of George W. Bush.
He later moved into the private sector, investing in emerging technologies, including
through the Thiel Foundation’s Breakout Labs program, which supports early-stage
scientific commercialization.

In a statement, White House spokesperson Kush Desai highlighted O’Neill’s private-sector
experience and his role in the Trump Administration, crediting him with reducing fraud at
HHS and prioritizing what he described as rigorous, evidence-based decision-making.
If confirmed, O’Neill would take over an agency that has been without a permanent
director since Sethuraman Panchanathan resigned last April amid significant budget
pressures, including proposed funding cuts and staff reductions (see previous coverage).
NSF Chief of Staff Brian Stone is currently serving as acting NSF Director.

In light of O’Neill’s nomination for the NSF post, the White House also announced that
National Institutes of Health (NIH) Director Jay Bhattacharya will temporarily take on the
role of acting CDC Director in addition to leading NIH. Bhattacharya will be the third acting
CDC Director since Trump started his second term. The Administration has not yet named
their CDC nominee. 

Science Community News

Neil H. Shubin Elected President of the National Academy of
Sciences

https://republicans-science.house.gov/_cache/files/8/4/84060c7c-d9f7-4d43-ac56-b701ce7aae54/DB2DECB8357C52FF9B6FAB5DBD8B016B7930561F6CE3A228AEACF0F5A0FDA98E.02.05.26-iosst-to-nsf-paper-mills-.pdf
https://cossa.org/icymi-house-investigations-and-oversight-subcommittee-holds-hearing-on-research-security/
https://cossa.org/?s=research+security
https://cossa.org/cdc-director-fired-after-clash-with-hhs-secretary-kennedy-over-vaccines/
https://cossa.org/nsf-director-dr-sethuraman-panchanathan-tenders-resignation/


On February 4,the National Academy of Sciences (NAS) announced that Neil H. Shubin
has been elected as the Academy’s next president. His five-year term will begin on July 1.
Shubin was first elected to the National Academy of Sciences in 2011 and has served on
several of its committees, including the Editorial Board of the Proceedings of the National
Academy of Sciences (PNAS) and the Advisory Board of LabX.

Previously, Shubin served as the Vice Dean for Academic Advancement and Professor of
Organismal Biology and Anatomy at the University of Chicago. “I am honored to be
elected to lead the National Academy of Sciences at a time when its tradition of objective,
nonpartisan counsel — offered in service to the country for over 160 years — is
increasingly vital to advance the health, security, and prosperity of our nation,” said
Shubin.

Read the full announcement here.

This article was contributed by COSSA Intern Malia Gunterman.

COSSA Member Spotlight
COSSA Welcomes Agricultural and Applied Economics
Association as New Member

COSSA is thrilled to welcome the Agricultural and Applied Economics Association (AAEA)
as its newest member! AAEA is a not-for-profit association serving the professional
interests of members working in agricultural and broadly related fields of applied
economics.

COSSA’s full membership list can be found here. Information on how to join is on the
COSSA website.

Upcoming SRCD Webinar: Defending Academic Freedom:
Protecting Research, Teaching and Scientific Integrity

The Society for Research in Child Development (SRCD) is hosting a "Defending
Academice Freedom: Protecting Research, Teaching and Scientific Integrity" webinar that
will explore how recent policy and institutional developments are shaping the research and
educational landscape, and what these changes mean for the members of the scientific
community. The invited speaker, Dr. Isaac Kamola, will share information and resources
on how the research community can support the independence, evidence-based work that
seeks to advance the well-being of children and their families.

The webinar will be taking place this Thursday, February 26, 2026, from 11:00am–
12:00pm ET. Register now and find more information here. SRCD is a COSSA governing
member organization.

People in the News

National Institutes of Health (NIH) Director Jay Bhattacharya, will take over as
acting director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).

Resources & Opportunities
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https://www.nasonline.org/news/2026_president_and_council_election/?utm_campaign=32218467-NASEM%20National%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8XU00CdDSq15kmO2HqttlZkmBcItCyhDUkolJj_vUtpT1GQCLYztJVhnJszq4HPyPBeIRgewNE_BacqorXwsZ6-Pl78w&_hsmi=402790064&utm_content=402790064&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.nasonline.org/news/2026_president_and_council_election/?utm_campaign=32218467-NASEM%20National%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8XU00CdDSq15kmO2HqttlZkmBcItCyhDUkolJj_vUtpT1GQCLYztJVhnJszq4HPyPBeIRgewNE_BacqorXwsZ6-Pl78w&_hsmi=402790064&utm_content=402790064&utm_source=hs_email
https://cossa.org/members/
https://cossa.org/members/join/
https://www.srcd.org/
https://www.srcd.org/event/defending-academic-freedom-protecting-research-teaching-and-scientific-integrity
https://www.srcd.org/event/defending-academic-freedom-protecting-research-teaching-and-scientific-integrity
https://commons.trincoll.edu/ikamola/
https://www.srcd.org/event/defending-academic-freedom-protecting-research-teaching-and-scientific-integrity
https://www.reuters.com/business/healthcare-pharmaceuticals/nih-director-temporarily-run-cdc-new-york-times-reports-2026-02-18/


NEW: 2/23/2026: Letter to HHS Secretary Kennedy on Restructuring of OPRE at
Administration for Children and Families
2/4/2026: Analysis of the Final FY 2026 LHHS Appropriations Bill for Federal
Science Agencies
1/15/2026: Analysis of the Final FY 2026 CJS Appropriations Bills for Federal
Science Agencies

Nomination Opportunities

Department of Education: Intent To Establish Negotiated Rulemaking Committee
(Closes: February 26, 2026)

Funding Opportunities

BJS: FY25 Consolidated National Criminal History Improvement Program (Closes:
March 3, 2026)
BJS: FY25 State Justice Statistics Program for Statistical Analysis Centers (Closes:
March 3, 2026)
NIH: Ethical, Legal and Social Implications (ELSI) Small Research Grant (R03
Clinical Trial Optional) (Closes: November 17, 2026)
NIH: Ethical, Legal and Social Implications (ELSI) Research (R01 Clinical Trial
Optional) (Closes: November 19, 2026)
NIH: Ethical, Legal and Social Implications (ELSI) Exploratory/Developmental
Research Grant (R21 Clinical Trial Optional) (Closes: November 19, 2026)
NSF: Growing Research Access for Nationally Transformative Equity and Diversity
(GRANTED) (Rolling Deadline)
NSF: The Research on Research Security Program (RoRS) (Rolling Deadline)
SSRC: Economic Research Rescue Fund (Rolling Deadline)

Requests for Comment & Calls for Papers

NIST: RFI on Security Considerations for AI Agents (Closes: March 9, 2026)
NEW: NSF: NSF Intent to Restructure Critical Weather Infrastructure (Closes:
March 13, 2026)
NIH: Request for Information on Draft NIH Controlled-Access Data Policy and
Proposed Revisions to NIH Genomic Data Sharing Policy (Closes: March 18, 2026)
NEW: OSTP: Request for Information; National Strategic Plan for Advanced
Manufacturing (Closes: March 30, 2026)
NEW: NSF: Request for Comment on NCSES Data Collection (Closes: April 7,
2026)
NEW: USDA: Request for Information on Opportunities, Challenges, and Emerging
Areas in Statistical Data, Analysis, and Research (Closes: April 9, 2026)

Notices, Resources, & Reports

NEW: NCSES: STEM Talent: Education, Training, and Workforce
Department of Education Interagency Agreements
Research!America: 2026 January National Survey

Open Positions, Fellowships, & Professional Development Opportunities

NIH: Office of Science Policy 2026 Summer Internship Program (Closes: February
27, 2026)
California Council on Science and Technology: Science & Technology Policy
Fellows (Closes: March 2, 2026)
AIP: Science Policy News, Director (Rolling Deadline)
APSA: Pracademic Fellowship (Rolling Deadline)

https://cossa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Letter-to-HHS-Secretary-Kennedy-on-Restructuring-of-OPRE-at-Administration-for-Children-and-Families.pdf
https://cossa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Letter-to-HHS-Secretary-Kennedy-on-Restructuring-of-OPRE-at-Administration-for-Children-and-Families.pdf
https://cossa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/FY-2026-Final-LHHS-Appropriations-Analysis.pdf
https://cossa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/FY-2026-Final-LHHS-Appropriations-Analysis.pdf
https://cossa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/FY-2026-Final-CJS-Appropriations-Analysis.pdf
https://cossa.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/FY-2026-Final-CJS-Appropriations-Analysis.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/01/27/2026-01620/intent-to-establish-negotiated-rulemaking-committee
https://bjs.ojp.gov/funding/opportunities/o-bjs-2025-172527
https://bjs.ojp.gov/funding/opportunities/o-bjs-2025-172526
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-25-370.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-25-370.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-25-371.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-25-371.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-25-369.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-25-369.html
https://beta.nsf.gov/funding/opportunities/growing-research-access-nationally-transformative-0
https://beta.nsf.gov/funding/opportunities/growing-research-access-nationally-transformative-0
https://www.nsf.gov/funding/opportunities/rors-research-research-security-program
https://www.ssrc.org/programs/economic-research-rescue-fund/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/01/08/2026-00206/request-for-information-regarding-security-considerations-for-artificial-intelligence-agents
https://www.nsf.gov/funding/information/dcl-nsf-intent-restructure-critical-weather-infrastructure
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-26-023.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-26-023.html
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/11/28/2025-21336/notice-of-request-for-information-national-strategic-plan-for-advanced-manufacturing
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/11/28/2025-21336/notice-of-request-for-information-national-strategic-plan-for-advanced-manufacturing
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/02/06/2026-02447/agency-information-collection-activities-comment-request
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/02/23/2026-03497/request-for-information-on-opportunities-challenges-and-emerging-areas-in-statistical-data-analysis
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2026/02/23/2026-03497/request-for-information-on-opportunities-challenges-and-emerging-areas-in-statistical-data-analysis
https://ncses.nsf.gov/pubs/nsb20261
https://plus.cq.com/pdf/8400214
https://www.researchamerica.org/sd_survey/2026-january-national-survey/
https://osp.od.nih.gov/2026internship/
https://ccst.us/ccst-science-fellows-program/
https://ccst.us/ccst-science-fellows-program/
https://workforcenow.adp.com/mascsr/default/mdf/recruitment/recruitment.html?cid=cde167d2-561e-44db-8dab-df2fc7648b26&ccId=19000101_000001&jobId=583280&lang=en_US
https://connect.apsanet.org/centennialcenter/pracademic/


Upcoming Events

NEW: SRCD: Defending Academic Freedom: Protecting Research, Teaching and
Scientific Integrity, February 26, 2026, Virtual
COSSA: Social Science Advocacy Day 2026, March 23-24, 2026, Washington, DC
UMD: Mpact Conference, March 25-27, 2026, College Park, MD
MPSA: MPSA Annual Conference, April 23-26, 2026, Hybrid or Chicago, IL
AAPOR: AAPOR 81st Annual Conference, May 13-15, 2026, Los Angeles, CA

A list of COSSA members' annual meetings and other events can be found on the COSSA
events page. COSSA members who have an upcoming event they would like to see listed
in the Events Calendar and on our website should send an email to ebailey@cossa.org.

COSSA Members
Governing Associations

American Association for Public Opinion
    Research
American Economic Association
American Educational Research
Association
American Political Science Association
American Society of Criminology
American Sociological Association
American Statistical Association
Law and Society Association
Midwest Political Science Association
National Communication Association
Population Association of America
Society for Personality and Social
    Psychology
Society for Research in Child Development

Membership Organizations
 
Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences
African Studies Association
Agricultural & Applied Economics
Association
American Anthropological Association
American Association of Geographers
American Council of Learned Societies
American Evaluation Association
American Historical Association
Association for Public Policy Analysis and
    Management
Association of Academic Survey Research
    Organizations
Association of American Law Schools
Association of Research Libraries
Council of Colleges of Arts and Sciences
Division for Research of the Council for
    Exceptional Children
Economic History Association
Linguistic Society of America
Midwest Sociological Society
National Council on Family Relations
Rural Sociological Society

Colleges and Universities

Boston University
Brown University
California State University, San Bernardino
College of Social and Behavioral
Sciences
Carnegie Mellon University
Columbia University
Cornell University
George Mason University
Georgetown University
Harvard University
Indiana University
Johns Hopkins University
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Michigan State University
North Carolina State University
Northwestern University
Pennsylvania State University
Princeton University
Stanford University
University of Arizona
University of California, Irvine
University of California, Los Angeles
University of California, Riverside
University of California, Santa Barbara
University of Colorado, Boulder
University of Georgia
University of Illinois
University of Maryland
University of Michigan
University of Nebraska, Lincoln
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
University of Pennsylvania
University of Pittsburgh
University of Texas, Austin
University of Wisconsin, Madison
Virginia Tech
Yale University

﻿Centers and Institutes
 
American Academy of Political and Social

https://www.srcd.org/event/defending-academic-freedom-protecting-research-teaching-and-scientific-integrity
https://www.srcd.org/event/defending-academic-freedom-protecting-research-teaching-and-scientific-integrity
https://cossa.regfox.com/2026-social-science-advocacy-day
https://mpact2026.umd.edu/
https://www.mpsanet.org/conference/
https://aapor.org/aapor-81st-annual-conference/
https://cossa.org/events/
mailto:ebailey@cossa.org


Social Science History Association
Society for Prevention Research
Society for Social Work and Research
Society for the Psychological Study of
    Social Issues
Southern Political Science Association
Southwestern Social Science Association

﻿Affiliates
 
SAGE Publishing

Science
American Institutes for Research
Center for Advanced Study in the
Behavioral Sciences
Child Trends
Institute for Social Research, University of
Michigan
Institute for Social Science Research,
    University of Massachusetts, Amherst
NORC at the University of Chicago
RTI International
Social Science Research Council

About COSSA
The Consortium of Social Science
Associations (COSSA) is a nonprofit
advocacy organization working to promote
sustainable federal funding for and
widespread use of social and behavioral
science research and federal policies that
positively impact the conduct of research.
COSSA serves as a united voice for a
broad, diverse network of organizations,
institutions, communities, and stakeholders
who care about a successful and vibrant
social science research enterprise. The
COSSA membership includes professional
and disciplinary associations, scientific
societies, research centers and institutes,
and U.S. colleges and universities.

Our Team

Executive Director
Wendy A. Naus

Director of Public Affairs
Elyse Bailey

Associate Director of Government
Relations
Kenzie Shelstad

Spring Term Intern
Malia Gunterman
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