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  The COSSA team volunteered at
ALIVE! on December 3 as part of

our annual service outing. 

Dear Friends,

Even though this is the last COSSA Washington
Update of 2025, there is still lots of work to be done.
The past 12 months have brought unprecedented
changes to the U.S. research enterprise, leaving the
community with more questions than answers as we
look to next year. The COSSA team has worked
tirelessly to help you make sense of the chaos in
Washington AND to provide you with opportunities to
engage in the advocacy process on behalf of social
and behavioral science research.

Tomorrow (December 10) we will hold our final COSSA Headlines Webinar of the year in
which we will review some of the big changes of the last 12 months and look ahead to
next year. I invite all of COSSA’s members to participate – register here.

Speaking of looking ahead, I am pleased to announce that early bird registration has
opened for COSSA’s 2026 Social Science Advocacy Day on March 23-24, 2026. I hope
you will consider joining us in Washington next spring as we work to convince
policymakers of the value of our sciences (more information will be provided during
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tomorrow’s webinar).

Finally, as we close out the year, I want to thank all our members for their support.
COSSA’s remit is to advocate on behalf of the entire social and behavioral science
community. The generosity of our member organizations, through their participation in
COSSA’s efforts and annual membership dues, is what makes this possible. If you do not
see your organization on COSSA’s membership list but you believe in the work we do,
please reach out about joining. In addition, as you make your end-of-year giving
decisions, I hope you will consider making a tax-deductible donation to COSSA to help
us start off strong in 2026.

Here's hoping you have a peaceful and restful holiday season.

Wendy Naus
COSSA Executive Director

New from COSSA
ACT NOW!

COSSA continues to work with partners throughout the science advocacy community to
push back on executive actions that threaten the scientific enterprise. Included here are
some opportunities for you and/or your organization to assist in these efforts.

Act:
PAA Action Alert: Tell Congress to Restore Funding for Food Security Supplement
and Household Food Security Reports
COSSA Action Alert: Urge Congress to Support Robust Federal Investment in
Scientific Research

Helpful Resources:
NEW: The Nation’s Data at Risk: Ongoing Monitoring
Resumption of Operations at NSF
COSSA At-Home Advocacy Guide
PAA Action Center
Grant Watch: Website for tracking terminated federal grants

National Science Foundation
National Institutes of Health

NSF Updates on Priorities and FAQs
NIH Grants and Funding Information Status
HHS Terminated Grants (managed by HHS)

Please send any additional opportunities to ebailey@cossa.org to include in future
Washington Updates.

Heather M. Washington Answers "Why Social Science?"

The most recent Why Social Science? post comes from
Heather M. Washington from the American Sociological
Association (ASA) about how sociology can help move
us towards a more equitable future and how ASA is
helping sociologists connect with policymakers.
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Read on for more.

Reminder to Register: Final Headlines Webinar of 2025!

On December 10, join COSSA for the final Headlines
webinar of the year. We will cover key policy
developments and Congressional activity that affected
the social and behavioral sciences in 2025 and preview
what’s ahead for 2026. Register now and join the
conversation.

Headlines is a webinar series available to COSSA member organizations. Watch for
additional webinar announcements, and previous webinar recordings, on the
COSSA website.

Social Science Advocacy Day: Early Bird Registration is Open

COSSA’s annual Social Science Advocacy Day is BACK and will take place March 23-24,
2026 in Washington, DC! This annual event brings together social and behavioral science
researchers, faculty, students, association professionals, and other advocates from across
the country. Together, we'll meet with elected officials in Congress to discuss the value of
our sciences and the importance of federal funding.

Early Bird Registration is officially open! Register now to take advantage of early bird
pricing and don't forget to check out our sponsorship opportunities (some including free
regsitrations).

Congressional News
Appropriations Bills Stalled; Congress to Consider NDAA

As the year approaches its end, Congress is still working to finish the fiscal year (FY) 2026
appropriations bills. Most of the federal government is currently funded under a continuing
resolution (CR) that gives lawmakers until January 30, 2026 to complete their work
(reminder: the new fiscal year began on October 1). With the upcoming two-week recess
for the holidays, Congress is on a tight deadline. As previously reported by COSSA,
Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-SD) has reiterated that the Senate has plans to
consider the Defense, Labor, Health and Human Services, and Education (LHHS),
Commerce, Justice, and Science (CJS), and Transportation, and Housing and Urban
Development (THUD) bills in a single package, using the Defense spending bill as a
vehicle to pass the other more controversial bills while the House pushes for smaller
packages to be considered. Little movement has been seen on the funding bills since our
previous reporting; however, reports indicate the chambers are working behind the scenes
to advance the legislation and are expected to review several bills before the holiday
recess begins. Reportedly, delays are a result of failed negotiations between the two
parties in the Senate.

In other news, earlier this week the House and Senate revealed the bill text for the
National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA). The House is scheduled to vote on the bill
later this week while the Senate is expected to follow with their own vote before the end of
the year. While the NDAA is an authorization bill, and the Defense appropriations bill has
yet to be released, the NDAA includes a topline number of $900.6 billion that could help in
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the final negotiations between the two chambers. Further, the SAFE Research Act, a
provision that would have created extensive national security barriers to how the
Department of Defense can fund research at universities, was not included in the bill
despite having been included as an amendment in the House-passed NDAA earlier this
year (see previous COSSA coverage). However, the bill could see changes made before
being considered by either chamber.

Stay tuned for COSSA’s continued coverage on the appropriations process.

Equal Representation Act

On December 2, the House Oversight and Government Reform Committee advanced the
Equal Representation Act (H.R. 151). The act, which was led by Congressman Chuck
Edwards (R-NC), seeks to include a citizenship question on the decennial census and
exclude non-citizens from congressional apportionment. COSSA signed onto a letter to
Congress led by the Population Association of America (PAA), a COSSA governing
member, earlier this year opposing this legislation as these changes could potentially
undermine participation in the decennial census and, therefore, ultimately diminish the
quality and utility of decennial census data. This could have devastating effects for
researchers that rely on the data. There is not yet a scheduled date for the bill to be
considered on the House floor. COSSA has posted an Action Alert here urging Congress
to reject the Equal Representation Act.

Stay tuned for COSSA’s continued coverage.

Cassidy Urges CDC to Reject ACIP’s New Hepatitis B
Recommendation

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Advisory Committee on
Immunization Practices (ACIP) met earlier this month for their final meeting of the year.
During their meeting, ACIP voted in favor (8-3) of reversing the recommendation that the
Hepatitis B vaccine be administered to children at birth regardless of if the mother is
negative for the virus or doesn’t know their status. A recording of the meeting is available
here and the recommendation is expected to be posted here. Before the meeting took
place, Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP) Chair Bill Cassidy (R-LA),
who served as a physician prior to entering Congress, posted about the committee on
Twitter, stating, “The ACIP is totally discredited. They are not protecting children.”
Following the vote on changing the Hepatitis B recommendation, Sen. Cassidy continued,
“This makes America sicker. Acting CDC Director [Jim] O’Neill should not sign these new
recommendations and instead retain the current, evidence-based approach.” It is currently
unclear whether the CDC will adopt this recommendation; however, O’Neill has a history
of vaccine skepticism.

As previously reported, ACIP has undergone major changes this year, with Department of
Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. removing all
members of the committee and replacing them with vaccine skeptics. Further, this move
contributed to the abrupt firing of CDC Director Susan Monarez after she reportedly
refused to agree to accept recommendations from the committee regardless of scientific
evidence (see previous COSSA’s coverage). In response, Sen. Cassidy questioned
Secretary Kennedy and Monarez in two separate hearings in September, and raised
concerns over the ACIP making recommendations without sufficient scientific evidence
(see previous COSSA coverage). While members of Congress, including Sen. Cassidy,
have vowed to conduct oversight of the new committee members and potential conflicts of
interest, little movement has been made on the issue since.

Stay tuned for COSSA’s continued coverage of the Administration.

Executive Branch News
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Request for Information: Accelerating the American Scientific
Enterprise

Before the Thanksgiving break, the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy
(OSTP) released a request for information (RFI) on Accelerating the American Scientific
Enterprise. The RFI states that advances in scientific opportunity, like artificial intelligence
and quantum computing, coupled with intensified global competition “call for a
comprehensive assessment of how the federal government prioritizes and structures
scientific research.”

The RFI is asking stakeholders to respond to 13 questions that “will inform the formulation
of Executive branch efforts to advance and maintain U.S. S&T leadership.” Questions
cover topics such as funding mechanisms that could improve public-private collaborations,
ways to support more high-risk, high-reward research, how the federal government can
support the translation of research into “practical applications,” and identification of
unnecessary or burdensome regulations.

Comments are due by December 26 and can be submitted here. 

ICYMI: NIH Modifies Funding Strategy, Moves Away from
Paylines

The National Institutes of Health (NIH) issued a notice on November 21 outlining a
framework for “Implementing a Unified NIH Funding Strategy to Guide Consistent and
Clearer Award Decisions.” The notice follows on an August statement from the NIH
Director.

The framework describes a need to “balance many competing and dynamic factors when
determining the most meritorious research ideas to support,” such as peer review,
availability of funds, and health priorities, among others.

Starting with the January 2026 Councils, all NIH institutes and centers (ICs) will be
expected to follow the same funding policies, including the following core tenets:

Align with the NIH’s mission
Prioritize scientific merit
Integrate a breadth of topics and approaches relevant to the IC’s priorities
Consider investigator career stage and promote sustainability of the biomedical
research workforce
Promote broad distribution and geographic balance of funding
Align with the availability of funds

In addition, the notice announced that NIH will no longer rely on funding paylines in grant
decisions. Instead, peer review scores will be considered alongside other factors like NIH
priorities, strategic plans, and budgets. 

COSSA Member Spotlight
ASA Releases "The Nation's Data at Risk" Report for 2025

The American Statistical Association's (ASA) "Federal Statistics Health" project team
announced the release of "The Nation's Data at Risk: 2025 Report". The report updates
the team's assessment of the health of the federal statistical agencies since the July 2024
release of the inaugural report. The report will go live at 7am EST on December 10 on the
project website.

ASA will also be hosting a webinar on December 10 at 10am EST. Register here. ASA is a
COSSA governing member.
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Editor's Note
Update Returning January 13

This is our final issue of the COSSA Washington Update for 2025. Late-breaking news
and analysis will be shared with members subscribed to our members-only emails. We will
resume our ongoing coverage of policy developments affecting the social and behavioral
sciences on January 13.

The COSSA team wishes all our readers a happy and healthy holiday season.

Resources & Opportunities

COSSA Letters & Statements

NEW: 12/1/2025: Community Letter Urging Congress to fund the NSF at the
Highest Level in FY 2026 and Directing Sustained Funding for the STEM EDU
Directorate
11/6/2025: Community Letter Urging Congress to Sustain FY 2026 Funding for the
SBE Sciences Directorate at NSF

Nomination Opportunities

Golden Goose Award Nominations (Closes: December 12, 2025)
2026 Sage-CASBS Award (Closes: December 19, 2025)
2026 ASA Annual Awards (Closes January 1, 2026)

Funding Opportunities

NIH: Ethical, Legal and Social Implications (ELSI) Small Research Grant (R03
Clinical Trial Optional) (Closes: November 17, 2026)
NIH: Ethical, Legal and Social Implications (ELSI) Research (R01 Clinical Trial
Optional) (Closes: November 19, 2026)
NIH: Ethical, Legal and Social Implications (ELSI) Exploratory/Developmental
Research Grant (R21 Clinical Trial Optional) (Closes: November 19, 2026)
NSF: Growing Research Access for Nationally Transformative Equity and Diversity
(GRANTED) (Rolling Deadline)
NSF: The Research on Research Security Program (RoRS)  (Rolling Deadline)
SSRC: Economic Research Rescue Fund (Rolling Deadline)

Requests for Comment & Calls for Papers

NEW: OSTP: Accelerating the American Scientific Enterprise (Closes: December
26, 2025)

Notices, Resources, & Reports
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Lewis-Burke Associates: 2025 Overview of Federal Funding Opportunities for the
Behavioral and Social Sciences, Arts, and Humanities
AAPOR: An Evaluation of the 2024 General Election Polls

Open Positions, Fellowships, & Professional Development Opportunities

NEW: NIH: National Institute of General Medical Sciences Director (Closes:
December 12, 2025)
SRCD: 2026-2027 SRCD U.S. Policy Fellowship Program (Closes: January 6,
2026)
NIH OBSSR: 2026 NIH mHealth Training Institute (Closes: January 20, 2026)
APSA: Pracademic Fellowship (Open until Filled)
Columbus Technologies: NIH Scientific Program Analyst (Open until Filled)

Upcoming Events

AAAS: The Heart of Science: Scientists Share Their Stories of Joy and Connection ,
December 10, 2025, Virtual or Washington, DC
COSSA December Headlines Webinar, December 10, 2025, Virtual
PAA: U.S. Birth Rate Trends: Patterns, Drivers, and Implications for American
Families, December 10, 2025, Washington, DC
NEW: AHA: History of Federal Science Funding Briefing, December 11, 2025,
Washington, DC
NEW: AAPSS: Entitled to Your Own Facts? Science and Public Policy in a “Post-
Truth” America, January 13, 2026, Washington, DC
AAPOR: AAPOR 81st Annual Conference, May 13-15, 2026, Los Angeles, CA

A list of COSSA members' annual meetings and other events can be found on the COSSA
events page. COSSA members who have an upcoming event they would like to see listed
in the Events Calendar and on our website should send an email to ebailey@cossa.org.

COSSA Members
Governing Associations

American Association for Public Opinion
    Research
American Economic Association
American Educational Research
Association
American Political Science Association
American Society of Criminology
American Sociological Association
American Statistical Association
Law and Society Association
Midwest Political Science Association
National Communication Association
Population Association of America
Society for Personality and Social
    Psychology
Society for Research in Child Development

Membership Organizations
 
Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences
African Studies Association
American Anthropological Association
American Association of Geographers
American Council of Learned Societies

Colleges and Universities

Boston University
Brown University
California State University, San Bernardino
College of Social and Behavioral
Sciences
Carnegie Mellon University
Columbia University
Cornell University
Duke University
George Mason University
Georgetown University
Harvard University
Indiana University
Johns Hopkins University
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Michigan State University
North Carolina State University
Northwestern University
Pennsylvania State University
Princeton University
Stanford University
University of Arizona
University of California, Berkeley
University of California, Irvine
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American Evaluation Association
American Historical Association
Association for Public Policy Analysis and
    Management
Association of Academic Survey Research
    Organizations
Association of American Law Schools
Association of Research Libraries
Council of Colleges of Arts and Sciences
Division for Research of the Council for
    Exceptional Children
Economic History Association
Linguistic Society of America
Midwest Sociological Society
National Council on Family Relations
Rural Sociological Society
Social Science History Association
Society for Prevention Research
Society for Social Work and Research
Society for the Psychological Study of
    Social Issues
Southern Political Science Association
Southwestern Social Science Association

​Affiliates
 
SAGE Publishing

University of California, Los Angeles
University of California, Riverside
University of California, Santa Barbara
University of Colorado, Boulder
University of Georgia
University of Illinois
University of Maryland
University of Michigan
University of Nebraska, Lincoln
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
University of Pennsylvania
University of Pittsburgh
University of Texas, Austin
University of Virginia
University of Wisconsin, Madison
Virginia Tech
Yale University

​Centers and Institutes
 
American Academy of Political and Social
Science
American Institutes for Research
Center for Advanced Study in the
Behavioral Sciences
Child Trends
Institute for Social Research, University of
Michigan
Institute for Social Science Research,
    University of Massachusetts, Amherst
NORC at the University of Chicago
RTI International
Social Science Research Council

About COSSA
The Consortium of Social Science
Associations (COSSA) is a nonprofit
advocacy organization working to promote
sustainable federal funding for and
widespread use of social and behavioral
science research and federal policies that
positively impact the conduct of research.
COSSA serves as a united voice for a
broad, diverse network of organizations,
institutions, communities, and stakeholders
who care about a successful and vibrant
social science research enterprise. The
COSSA membership includes professional
and disciplinary associations, scientific
societies, research centers and institutes,
and U.S. colleges and universities.
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