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Featured News
Read COSSA’s Analysis of the FY 2026 House LHHS
Appropriations Bill for Federal Science Agencies

On September 9, the House Appropriations Committee advanced its version of the fiscal
year (FY) 2026 Labor, Health and Human Services, Education, and Related Agencies
(LHHS) Appropriations bill, which provides annual appropriations for the National Institutes
of Health (NIH), Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), Department of
Education, Department of Labor, and other agencies. The Senate advanced its bill in July
(see COSSA’s analysis).

The House bill is a mixed bag for the science agencies important to the COSSA
community. Similar to the Senate bill, the Committee rejects the President’s proposals to
reduce the NIH budget by 40 percent, cut CDC by more than half, and slash funding for
the Institute of Education Sciences within the Department of Education. In addition, the bill
rejects Trump’s plan to reorganize the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS);
the President’s FY 2026 budget request included an extensive reorganization of HHS

https://www.cossa.org/washington-update/subscribe-update/
https://cossa.org/members/mm-subscribe/
https://cossa.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/FY-2026-Senate-LHHS-Appropriations-Analysis.pdf
https://cossa.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/COSSA-FY-2026-PBR-Analysis.pdf
https://cossa.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/FY26-House-LHHS-Appropriations-Analysis.pdf
https://www.aera.net/Events-Meetings/2025-Brown-Lecture-In-Education-Research
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1102766514430/514c9b67-0798-4500-acd6-6f5fd18219fe
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=Congress+Considers+Short-Term+CR%2C+White+House+Doubles+Down+on+Accusations+of+BLS+Data+Being+Falsified%2C+and+More%3A+https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1102766514430/514c9b67-0798-4500-acd6-6f5fd18219fe
https://www.linkedin.com/sharing/share-offsite/?url=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1102766514430/514c9b67-0798-4500-acd6-6f5fd18219fe
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=ROVING&nav=514c9b67-0798-4500-acd6-6f5fd18219fe


introducing new entities (e.g., Administration for a Healthy America) and consolidating
several agencies. However, the House bill gives a nod to the President’s “Make America
Healthy Again Initiative” by including $100 million “to allow the [HHS] Secretary to invest in
prevention innovation programs for rural communities as proposed in the fiscal year 2026
budget request,” and to support “telehealth resources for chronic care and nutrition
services.”

Unlike the Senate bill, the House LHHS bill seeks to eliminate funding for the Agency for
Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ)—which is not a new proposal—and zero‐out
international education programs like Title VI and Fulbright‐Hays.  

With the current fiscal year set to expire in two weeks, Congress turned its attention to
averting a government shutdown. Lawmakers are currently debating the details of a
continuing resolution (CR) that will keep the government funded beyond October 1. The
jury is still out on whether Congressional Democrats will join Republicans to support the
CR and avoid a shutdown. One thing is certain: the FY 2026 appropriations process is
expected to continue for several more months and may extend into next year.  

Read on for COSSA’s analysis of the House LHHS appropriations bill and how it
compares to the Senate bill, the President’s budget request, and current funding. Text of
the bill is available here and the Committee report is available here.  

Stay tuned to COSSA’s coverage for the latest developments.  

New from COSSA
ACT NOW!

COSSA continues to work with partners throughout the science advocacy community to
push back on executive actions that threaten the scientific enterprise. Included here are
some opportunities for you and/or your organization to assist in these efforts.

Share:
COSSA: Share Your Story
AAAS Survey: Assessing the Impacts of Federal Policies on the U.S. STEMM
Community
House Science Committee Democrats: Were you fired by President Trump?
AAPOR: #DataMatters Storytelling Campaign
NPSC: Seeking testimonials for the Decade of the Child initiative
APPAM: Share Stories to Celebrate Policy Impact
Science is US: Stakeholder Survey

Act:
NASEM: SEAN: Seeking input on how science might help them address pressing
social issues
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Science Homecoming: Support science across the country by writing opinion pieces
in local papers!
COSSA Action Alert: Urge Congress to Prioritize Science Funding!
COSSA Action Alert: Write to Congress Today to Oppose the So-Called Equal
Representation Act

Helpful Resources:
Grant Watch: Website for tracking terminated federal grants

National Science Foundation
National Institutes of Health

NSF Updates on Priorities and FAQs
HHS Terminated Grants (managed by HHS)
Science Policy Data Dashboards (American Physical Society)
Impact of NIH Grant Terminations (AAMC)
Impact of NIH Grant Terminations on Population Sciences  (PAA)
Stories Behind the Statistics: Impact of NIH Grant Terminations  (PAA)
NEW: The Nation’s Data at Risk: Ongoing Monitoring  (ASA)

Please send any additional opportunities to ebailey@cossa.org to include in future
Washington Updates.

REGISTER NOW: Headlines Webinar on September 23

On September 23, join COSSA for the next
installment in the 2025 Headlines Webinar series.
The COSSA team will be providing updates on
recent policy and funding developments impacting
the social and behavioral science community,
discuss Congress’ plans for averting a government
shutdown (or not), and analyze the latest actions

taking by the Trump Administration. Join the conversation.

The webinar will be taking place on September 23 at 2pm EST. Register here.

Headlines is a webinar series available to COSSA member organizations. Watch for
additional webinar announcements, and previous webinar recordings, on the COSSA
website.

Congressional News
COSSA Releases Analysis of House LHHS Bill; Congress
Considers Short-Term CR as End of Fiscal Year Approaches

As the appropriations deadline rapidly approaches on September 30, both chambers of
Congress remain far from completing their twelve annual spending bills. While individual
appropriations bills continue to inch forward (see related article), attention in Congress
has turned to drafting a continuing resolution (CR) to prevent a government shutdown in
two weeks. Earlier today, the House Republicans released the Continuing Appropriations
and Extensions Act, 2026, which, if enacted, would extend funding to November 21 to
allow lawmakers additional time to finalize the fiscal year (FY) 2026 appropriations bills. In
their release, Chairman Tom Cole (R-OK) also included a section-by-section explainer on
the proposed CR. The House vote is expected to take place later this week but is unclear
if the Republicans will have the support needed to pass the bill.

In other news, the House Appropriations Committee advanced their Labor, Health and
Human Services, and Education (LHHS) appropriations bill on September 9, and has
since released the accompanying report and list of amendments. See featured article. In
addition, the House Appropriations Committee also advanced the Commerce, Science,
and Justice (CJS) bill on September 10 (see COSSA’s coverage).
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Stay tuned for COSSA’s continued coverage on the appropriations process.

HHS Secretary Kennedy on the President’s 2026 Health Care
Agenda and CDC Leadership Shakeup

On September 4, Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr.
appeared before the Senate Finance Committee to address the President’s 2026 health
care agenda. Several members of the Committee used the opportunity to question
Secretary Kennedy on the recent termination of Centers of Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) Director Susan Monarez and the Administration’s vaccine policy and
recommendations, as well as their priorities for improving rural health.

In their opening remarks, Senator Crapo (R-ID), Chairman of the Finance Committee,
expressed his support for Secretary Kennedy’s leadership of HHS, noting the Secretary’s
commitment to ending “waste, fraud, and abuse in our federal health care programs.” On
the other side of the aisle, Senator Ron Wyden (D-OR), the Ranking Member of the
Committee, highlighted a recent report he released in cooperation with Senator Angela
Alsobrooks (D-MD), Costs, Chaos, and Corruption: 203 Days of Robert F. Kennedy Jr.’s
Disastrous Leadership. The report chronologically outlines recent actions taken by
Secretary Kennedy, provides case studies that indicate the costs associated with these
actions, and highlights several promises made during his confirmation hearing in order to
get necessary votes that were broken once he was in the role. Wyden further raised
concerns about the fate of vaccine policies under Secretary Kennedy’s leadership,
addressing the removal of the Senate-approved CDC Director and CDC Advisory
Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) (previous COSSA coverage). Senators from
both parties joined this line of questioning, including Sen. Michael Bennet (D-CO), Sen.
Bill Cassidy (R-LA), Sen. Maria Cantwell (D-WA), Sen. Mark Warner (D-VA), Sen. John
Barrasso (R-WY), Sen. Thom Tillis (R-NC), and Sen. Elizabeth Warren (D-MA), among
others.

In his opening remarks, Secretary Kennedy claimed the recent terminations of CDC
leadership was “absolutely necessary” and that it is “imperative to remove officials with
conflicts of interest, catastrophically bad judgement, and political agendas” within the
agency. Director Monarez, who was fired in August for allegedly clashing with Secretary
Kennedy on vaccine policies, wrote an op-ed in the Wall Street Journal accusing him of
pressuring her to accept vaccine recommendations from the newly appointed ACIP,
despite her belief that the recommendations would “weaken America’s public-health
system and vaccine protections.” Secretary Kennedy denied the allegations and claimed
Dr. Monarez was “untrustworthy.”

Later, Sen. Cassidy, who is the Chair of the Senate Health, Education, and Labor and
Pensions Committee (HELP) and a physician, submitted a peer-reviewed study disputing
Secretary Kennedy’s claims that the terminated ACIP members had conflicts of interest
(see previous COSSA coverage). In July, the Senate HELP Committee Democrats also
launched an investigation into these unprecedented firings. With rising concerns about
Secretary Kennedy’s commitments to preserving vaccine accessibility, the Senate HELP
Committee is scheduled to hold a hearing with Dr. Monarez and Debra Houry, the Chief
Medical Officer and Deputy Director for Program and Science at the CDC, who resigned in
protest over Dr. Monarez’s termination (watch live here).

Follow COSSA’s continued coverage on CDC here.

Executive Branch News
President Trump Executive Actions

Recent Trump Administration Actions (all actions available here):
Memorandum: Use of Appropriated Funds for Illegal Lobbying and Partisan Political
Activity by Federal Grantees (8/28/25)
Improving Oversight of Federal Grantmaking (MORE INFORMATION) (8/7/25)
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Ensuring Transparency in Higher Education Admissions (MORE INFORMATION)
(8/7/25)
Preventing Woke AI in the Federal Government (MORE INFORMATION) (7/23/25)

Find COSSA's full list of Trump's Executive Actions and more information here or on the
Social Science Space Tracker.

Latest from the White House (September 16)

Federal Agencies Issue Gold Standard Science Implementation Plans

As previously reported, President Trump issued an executive order (EO) in May on
Restoring Gold Standard Science , which aims to address what the Administration sees as
a “reproducibility crisis” caused by “falsification of data” and “highly misleading research.”
As part of the order, federal science agencies were given until August 22 to develop
implementation plans for ensuring compliance with guidance provided by the White House
Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP) in June.

In response, federal science agencies have publicly posted their implementation plans.
While each addressed the Gold Standard EO differently, they all include information on
how the agency is already complying or plans to address the tenets included in the order.

You can find the Gold Standard Science implementation plans at the links below:
National Science Foundation
National Institutes of Health
Department of Energy
NASA
U.S. Department of Agriculture

White House Doubles Down on Accusations of BLS Data Being
Falsified  

On September 5, the Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) released a downward revision of
the jobs report. Ahead of the release of the jobs report, the Friends of BLS coalition
released a Q&A about the job report , which details how the report is estimated and
revised in a transparent and objective manner. However, the Administration published the
article, BLS Revisions Show President Trump Was Right — Again, and again baselessly
claimed that the jobs report was falsified. As a reminder, the Trump Administration fired
Commissioner Erika McEntarfer after the last jobs report was released with similar findings
(see previous COSSA coverage). On September 11, the Friends of BLS released a
statement in support of the BLS mission and leadership, highlighting the burden of budget
cuts and reductions in force (RIFs) on the agency.

Trump’s new nominee for BLS Commissioner, E.J. Antoni, has yet to be scheduled for his
confirmation hearing. Follow COSSA’s continued coverage on BLS here.

Science Community News
Independent Census Scientific Advisory Committee to Meet

On September 18, the Independent Census Scientific Advisory Committee (I-CSAC), of
which COSSA Board Member Sara Curran from the University of Washington is a
member, is set to meet for the first time. I-CSAC, which was founded following the
unprecedented termination of the Census Scientific Advisory Committee, is accepting
public comments that will be shared during the meeting (see COSSA sign-on letter
opposing the termination of the committee).

Comments can be submitted to CensusScientific@gmail.com until September 17 at noon
ET. The agenda can be viewed here and the meeting will broadcasted live to the public
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here. 

NASEM Releases Report on Simplifying Research Regulations
and Policies

The Board on Higher Education and Workforce (BHEW) of the National Academies of
Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine (NASEM) has released a report, Simplifying
Research Regulations and Policies: Optimizing American Science. The report praises the
success of the U.S. scientific research enterprise while acknowledging that, as science
has become more applicable and useful across varying disciplines, there has been a
dramatic increase in federal oversight. It cites estimates that U.S. academic researchers
today spend more than 40 percent of their research time on administrative and regulatory
compliance.  While federal regulations on scientific work can ensure research excellence,
the current regulatory system can hinder research and place bureaucratic burdens on
scientists, says the report.

The Committee looked at seven areas of research regulations with an eye toward
harmonization across federal agencies and other sectors. The seven areas addressed in
the report include:

Grant proposals and management
Research misconduct
Financial conflicts of interest in research
Protecting research assets (which includes research security, export controls, and
cybersecurity and data management)
Research involving biological agents
Human subjects research
Research using nonhuman animal

For each area, NASEM proposes several solutions to address flaws in the current
oversight system. Further, unlike past Academies reports on these topics—of which there
have been many—this report does not make specific recommendations designed to tackle
these challenges. Instead, the report offers a menu of options that can be considered for
reducing administrative burden, with pros and cons discussed for each. These solutions
envision a more efficient and tailored regulatory system on the U.S. scientific enterprise.
 
NASEM hosted a webinar on the report that can be watched here.

This article was contributed by COSSA Intern Anne Tighe.

COSSA Member Spotlight
Register for AERA’s 22nd Annual Brown Lecture in Education
Research

On October 23, the American Educational Research
Association (AERA) will host the 22nd Annual Brown
Lecture in Education Research. The annual lecture aims to
illuminate the important role of research in advancing
understanding of equality and equity in education. The
2025 lecture is titled, “Rethinking Brown When Diversity
and Equity are Imperiled and Democracy Is Fragile" and
will be delivered by James A. Banks, the Kerry and Linda
Killinger Endowed Chair in Diversity Studies Emeritus and
founding director of the Center for Multicultural Education
(now the Banks Center for Educational Justice) at the

University of Washington. AERA is a COSSA governing member organization.

Register for the event here.
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CASBS Accepting Applications for 2026-27 Fellowship

The Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences (CASBS) at Stanford
University is now accepting applications for residential fellowships for the 2026-27
academic year. Applicants should be scholars and thinkers who are tackling big questions
with fresh approaches. CASBS especially appreciate scholars who value discussion
across fields, unencumbered by disciplinary boundaries. An academic year at the Center
provides fellows freedom to work on consequential projects, a location that affords them
access to research and colleagues at Stanford and Silicon Valley, and a collaborative
environment that encourages fellows to broaden their perspectives. The Center
encourages those from diverse backgrounds, institutions, and countries to apply.

Online applications will be accepted on the Center’s website through October 31, 2025.
For more information, guidelines, and application requirements, visit the website. CASBS
is a COSSA member organization.

Resources & Opportunities

COSSA Letters & Statements

NEW: 9/16/2025: Analysis of the FY 2026 House LHHS Appropriations Bill for
Federal Science Agencies
NEW: 9/9/2025: CNSF Letter Urging Congress to Fund NSF at the Highest Level in
FY26

Nomination Opportunities

NAS: 2026 NAS Awards (Closes: October 6, 2025)
AAPSS: 2026 Daniel Patrick Moynihan Prize (Closes: November 1, 2025)

Funding Opportunities

NEW: AERA Competitions for Dissertation and Research Grants (Closes: October
6, 2025)
NEW: DOJ: New Funding Opportunities (Closes: October 6-23, 2025)
NIH: Ethical, Legal and Social Implications (ELSI) Small Research Grant (R03
Clinical Trial Optional) (Closes: November 17, 2026)
NIH: Ethical, Legal and Social Implications (ELSI) Research (R01 Clinical Trial
Optional) (Closes: November 19, 2026)
NIH: Ethical, Legal and Social Implications (ELSI) Exploratory/Developmental
Research Grant (R21 Clinical Trial Optional) (Closes: November 19, 2026)
NSF: Growing Research Access for Nationally Transformative Equity and Diversity
(GRANTED) (Rolling Deadline)
NSF: The Research on Research Security Program (RoRS)  (Rolling Deadline)
SSRC: Economic Research Rescue Fund (Rolling Deadline)

Requests for Comment & Calls for Papers

NEW: I-CSAC Fall 2025 Meeting: Call for Comments  (Closes: September 17, 2025)
NEW: Request for Comment: Establishing a Fixed Time Period of Admission and an
Extension of Stay Procedure for Nonimmigrant Academic Students, Exchange
Visitors, and Representatives of Foreign Information Media (Closes: September 29,
2025)
MPSA: 83rd Annual Conference Call for Papers, Roundtables, Complete Panels
and Working Groups/CwCs (Closes: October 7, 2025)

Notices, Resources, & Reports
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https://www.aapss.org/moynihan/nominate/
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https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-25-370.html
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NASEM: The Science and Practice of Team Science
NEW: NASEM: Simplifying Research Regulations and Policies

Open Positions, Fellowships, & Professional Development Opportunities

NAEd/Spencer Dissertation Fellowship (Closes: October 2, 2025)
NEW: CASBS 2026-27 Academic Fellowship (Closes: October 31, 2025)
NAEd/Spencer Postdoctoral Fellowship (Closes: November 13, 2025)
APSA: Pracademic Fellowship (Open until Filled)
Columbus Technologies: NIH Scientific Program Analyst (Open until Filled)

Upcoming Events

NASEM Webinar: Opportunities for Doing Social-Environmental Research with Little
to No Funding, September 22, 2025, Virtual
PAA Congressional Briefing: U.S. Birth Rate Trends: Patterns, Drivers, and
Implications for American Families, October 8, 2025, Washington, DC
NEW: AERA: Annual Brown Lecture in Education Research , October 23, 2025,
Virtual or Washington, DC
NEW: NIH: 2025 NIH Behavioral and Social Sciences Research Festival, November
19-20, 2025, Virtual and Washington, DC
NEW: NCFR: 2025 Annual Conference, November 19-22, 2025, Baltimore, MD

A list of COSSA members' annual meetings and other events can be found on the COSSA
events page. COSSA members who have an upcoming event they would like to see listed
in the Events Calendar and on our website should send an email to ebailey@cossa.org.

COSSA Members
Governing Associations

American Association for Public Opinion
    Research
American Economic Association
American Educational Research
Association
American Political Science Association
American Society of Criminology
American Sociological Association
American Statistical Association
Law and Society Association
Midwest Political Science Association
National Communication Association
Population Association of America
Society for Personality and Social
    Psychology
Society for Research in Child Development

Membership Organizations
 
Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences
African Studies Association
American Anthropological Association
American Association of Geographers
American Council of Learned Societies
American Evaluation Association
American Historical Association
Association for Public Policy Analysis and
    Management

Colleges and Universities

Boston University
Brown University
California State University, San Bernardino
College of Social and Behavioral
Sciences
Carnegie Mellon University
Columbia University
Cornell University
Duke University
George Mason University
Georgetown University
Harvard University
Indiana University
Johns Hopkins University
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Michigan State University
North Carolina State University
Northwestern University
Pennsylvania State University
Princeton University
Stanford University
University of Arizona
University of California, Berkeley
University of California, Irvine
University of California, Los Angeles
University of California, Riverside
University of California, Santa Barbara
University of Colorado, Boulder

https://nap.nationalacademies.org/resource/29043/interactive/
https://www.nationalacademies.org/news/2025/09/new-report-identifies-policy-options-to-improve-federal-research-regulations-bolster-u-s-scientific-competitiveness
https://naeducation.org/naed-spencer-dissertation-fellowship/
https://casbs.stanford.edu/apply-casbs-fellowship
https://naeducation.org/naed-spencer-postdoctoral-fellowship/
https://connect.apsanet.org/centennialcenter/pracademic/
https://careers.columbususa.com/jobs/3912
https://events.nationalacademies.org/1072_09-2025_opportunities-for-doing-social-environmental-research-with-little-to-no-funding
https://www.populationassociation.org/events/event-description?CalendarEventKey=c761029e-3e57-4fc2-96a4-0198a4dbb15d&Home=%2fevents%2fevent-description
https://www.aera.net/Events-Meetings/2025-Brown-Lecture-In-Education-Research
https://obssr.od.nih.gov/30years
https://conference.ncfr.org
https://cossa.org/events/
mailto:ebailey@cossa.org


Association of Academic Survey Research
    Organizations
Association of American Law Schools
Association of Research Libraries
Council of Colleges of Arts and Sciences
Division for Research of the Council for
    Exceptional Children
Economic History Association
Linguistic Society of America
Midwest Sociological Society
National Council on Family Relations
Rural Sociological Society
Social Science History Association
Society for Prevention Research
Society for Social Work and Research
Society for the Psychological Study of
    Social Issues
Southern Political Science Association
Southwestern Social Science Association

​Affiliates
 
SAGE Publishing

University of Georgia
University of Illinois
University of Maryland
University of Michigan
University of Nebraska, Lincoln
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
University of Pennsylvania
University of Pittsburgh
University of Texas, Austin
University of Virginia
University of Wisconsin, Madison
Virginia Tech
Yale University

​Centers and Institutes
 
American Academy of Political and Social
Science
American Institutes for Research
Center for Advanced Study in the
Behavioral Sciences
Child Trends
Institute for Social Research, University of
Michigan
Institute for Social Science Research,
    University of Massachusetts, Amherst
NORC at the University of Chicago
RTI International
Social Science Research Council

About COSSA
The Consortium of Social Science
Associations (COSSA) is a nonprofit
advocacy organization working to promote
sustainable federal funding for and
widespread use of social and behavioral
science research and federal policies that
positively impact the conduct of research.
COSSA serves as a united voice for a
broad, diverse network of organizations,
institutions, communities, and stakeholders
who care about a successful and vibrant
social science research enterprise. The
COSSA membership includes professional
and disciplinary associations, scientific
societies, research centers and institutes,
and U.S. colleges and universities.

Our Team

Executive Director
Wendy A. Naus

Director of Public Affairs
Elyse Bailey

Government Relations Associate
Kenzie Shelstad

Fall Term Intern
Anne Tighe
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