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Stand by, we will begin momentarily.
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TODAY’S DISCUSSION 

• Budgets

• Reconciliation

• FY 2026 appropriations 

• NSF Developments

• NIH Priorities 

• Other Issues

• Take Action!



BUDGET RECONCILIATION 
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- House and 
Senate must adopt 
identical budget 
resolutions setting 
overall spending 
and revenue levels 
for a specific 
period (usually 10 
years)

- Includes 
reconciliation 
instructions to 
committees with 
specific targets 
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- Identified 
committees draft 
legislation based 
on  reconciliation 
instructions 

- House and 
Senate Budget 
Committees 
package their 
chambers’ 
respective bills 
into an omnibus
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- Each chamber 
considers its 
respective 
omnibus package

- A simple majority 
is needed to pass 
through the 
chamber
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- A conference 
committee works 
to reconcile 
differences 
between the two 
bills

- If agreement is 
reached, each 
chamber votes on 
the final package
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- Once the House 
and Senate each 
pass an identical 
bill, it goes to the 
President for 
signature or veto. 



BUDGET RECONCILIATION 

• This week:  House Armed Services, Homeland Security, Education and Workforce, 

Judiciary, Financial Services, and Oversight and Gov’t Reform Committees

• House Energy & Commerce Committee’s bill may be released next week

• House passage target: Memorial Day

• Senate passage target: July 4

• Hard deadline: September 30



FY 2026 APPROPRIATIONS 

Regular Order:

• FEB – President’s Budget Request released; Congressional Committees begin hearings

• APR – Congress adopts budget resolution 

• MAY – Appropriations Committees set allocations for 12 subcommittees

• MAY-JUN – Subcommittees write and “mark up” bills

• JUN – Full Appropriations Committee considers/amends bills

• JUN/JUL – House/Senate floor debates/vote on each bill individually

• SEP – Differences negotiated (conference committee), each chamber votes on compromise

• BY SEP 30 – To the President to sign/veto

• OCT 1 – New fiscal year begins



FY 2026 APPROPRIATIONS 

• President’s Budget Request – Any day now…

• Leaked HHS draft budget 

• NIH reorg - collapsing its 27 ICs into 8

• 40% cut to the NIH budget, decreasing to $27.3 billion

• 44% cut to the CDC budget, decreasing to $5.2 billion

• Codify 15% NIH indirect cost rate

• Administration for Community Living – Zeroed Out 

• Create new Administration for a Healthy America (AHA), which would absorb:

o Maternal and Child Health

o Mental Health

o Environmental Health

o HIV/AIDS 



FY 2026 APPROPRIATIONS 

• What’s Next: 

• Funding requests due to Appropriations Committees in May 

• Oversight hearings with Administration officials 

• Stay tuned – COSSA action alert on Dear Colleague letters 
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• What’s Next: 

• Funding requests due to Appropriations Committees in May 

• Oversight hearings with Administration officials 

• Stay tuned – COSSA action alert on Dear Colleague letters 



NSF Developments 

Jan. 

NSF reviews 10,000 
grants for compliance 
with DEI EOs

- Tells NSF to prepare for 55% 
cut to budget and to fire half 
of its staff

Apr. 14 DOGE arrives 
at NSF

Apr. 15 Directorate 
Advisory Committees 
“de-established”

Apr. 16 Grants pulled 
back for “second 
review” and 
“mitigation”

- Minority staff issue report 
criticizing Cruz report

- Ranking Member Lofgren 
(D-CA) sends letter to NSF 
Director 

Apr. 17 House Science 
Committee Democrats 
Report

Apr. 18 400+ grants 
terminated

Apr. 24 NSF Director 
resigns 

- NSF staff re-offered deferred 
resignation deals

Apr. 25 Second round 
of grant terminations 



“NO LONGER EFFECTUATES AGENCY PRIORITIES”

These efforts should not preference some groups at the expense of others, or 

directly/indirectly exclude individuals or groups. Research projects with more narrow 

impact limited to subgroups of people based on protected class or characteristics do 

not effectuate NSF priorities.

   --Dr. Panchanathan, 4/18/25



RESPONSES

• Minority Staff Report released: “Defending the Hidden Figures: A Rebuttal of Erroneous 

Attacks on Merit-Based, Fair, and Competitive STEM Grants”

• Cruz report contains a “slew of embarrassing mistakes.” 

• It disregards Congressional statutes, including broader impacts criterion. 

• “The authors lack a basic understanding of how [NSF] awards are selected, the scientific 

literacy to discern technical terms with multiple meanings, and an understanding of laws, even 

those supported by Sen. Cruz himself, that protect these activities.”

• Rep. Lofgren sends letter to NSF Director 

• Requests more information on NSF’s process for reviewing grants for alignment with 

Trump values by April 24

• Director resigns April 25



RESPONSES

• Crowdsourced database of terminated NSF grants 



RESPONSES

• Crowdsourced database of terminated grants

• American Federation of Government Employees (AFGE) Local 3403, AFL-CIO: Letter 

to scientists and organizations whose progress depends on NSF

• Offers tips for NSF advocacy and messaging – contact local media outlets, contact 

Congress, post widely on social media, engage others in advocacy 



NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH 

• March 25 - NIH Director Jay Bhattacharya’s first day 

• Removed 4 IC directors: NIAID, NICHD, NIMHD, NINR

• Last week – First public presentation & outlined priorities

• New initiative on understanding autism

• Ensure reliable results – reproducibility 

• Maintain safety and transparency – ethical standards in research 

• Encourage academic freedom – express disagreement respectfully   



OTHER UPDATES

• Schedule Policy/Career (formerly Schedule F) – Federal Workers

• Proposed rule issued by OPM: Improving Performance, Accountability and Responsiveness 

in the Civil Service

• Reclassify 50K federal employees into roles with fewer civil service protections

• Comments due 5/23

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/04/23/2025-06904/improving-performance-accountability-and-responsiveness-in-the-civil-service
https://www.regulations.gov/


OTHER UPDATES

• Student Visa Terminations Reversed

• No students will have their SEVIS records terminated solely based on misdemeanor or 

dismissed charges 

• AAC&U statement: A Call for Constructive Engagement – 200+ university presidents

• Still open for signatures: https://www.aacu.org/newsroom/a-call-for-constructive-

engagement 

https://www.aacu.org/newsroom/a-call-for-constructive-engagement
https://www.aacu.org/newsroom/a-call-for-constructive-engagement


WHAT YOU CAN DO

Share your Story Respond to 
Action Alerts

Engage Others Measure impact



TELL YOUR STORY



SCIENCEHOMECOMING.COM





KEEP UP WITH COSSA

• COSSA Washington Update: cossa.org/washington-update

• Members-only Messages: cossa.org/members/mm-subscribe

Twitter/X: https://twitter.com/COSSADC

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/cossa1981/

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/SocialScienceAssociations

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/cossadc/

Bluesky: https://bsky.app/profile/cossa.bsky.social 

Linktr.ee: https://linktr.ee/cossadc
Email: wnaus@cossa.org

www.cossa.org

Whysocialscience.com

https://twitter.com/COSSADC
https://www.instagram.com/cossa1981/
https://www.facebook.com/SocialScienceAssociations
https://www.linkedin.com/company/cossadc/
https://bsky.app/profile/cossa.bsky.social
https://linktr.ee/cossadc


COMING UP ON COSSA 
HEADLINES

• May Headlines – Date TBA

• Guest: Toby Smith, Association of American 

Universities



QUESTION?

Email: wnaus@cossa.org

Membership: cossa.org/members

Join COSSA: cossa.org/join

www.cossa.org

www.whysocialscience.com
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