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New from COSSA

REGISTER NOW: Headlines Webinars continue November 19

P Last Spring, the White House released a seminal report

C i SSA g detailing the important contributions the social and

H EAD L I NE S behavioral sciences make to addressing some of the
nation’s most pressing challenges and promoting better use
of social and behavioral science research in evidence-

based policymaking across the federal government.

The White House Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP) released the Blueprint
for the Use of Social and Behavioral Science to Advance Evidence-Based Policymaking in
May following two years of work by social and behavioral science experts from across
federal agencies and departments.

Join COSSA on November 19 for a discussion with Kei Koizumi, OSTP Principal Deputy
Director for Science, Society, and Policy, to discuss the report and ways the social and
behavioral science research community can further promote the work with lawmakers,
especially on the eve of a new Congress and Presidential Administration.

Upcoming Webinars:
¢ November 19 will feature a discussion with Kei Koizumi about the future of social
and behavioral science in evidence-based policymaking. RSVP here.
e December 5 will feature a discussion with the COSSA Staff on the results of the
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elections and their implications for the social and behavioral sciences as we head
into the new year. RSVP here.

Watch for additional webinar announcements, and previous webinar recordings, on the
COSSA website.

Headlines is a webinar series available to COSSA member organizations.

Congressional News

Congress: Competitive Elections for the SBS Community to
Watch

As November 5 rapidly approaches, Congress is likely to see some leadership changes in
both the House and the Senate. With a current slim majority in both chambers, competitive
races have Democrats and Republicans battling for control. The 2024 CPR Senate Race
Ratings from the Cook Political Report details the Senate races that are competitive,
including Arizona, Nevada, Michigan, Montana, Ohio, Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin.
Significantly more Democrat-held seats are in competitive races than Republican-held
seats in the Senate. Similarly, the 2024 CPR House Race Ratings from the Cook Political
Report details the House races that are competitive, including races in Alaska, Arizona,
California, Colorado, lowa, Maine, Michigan, Nebraska, North Carolina, New Mexico, New
York, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Virginia, and Washington that may impact House leadership.

For the social and behavioral science (SBS) community, there are key committees
important to research that COSSA will be watching, including the House and Senate
Appropriations Committees, as well as their respective subcommittees on Commerce,
Justice, Science (CJS)—which funds the National Science Foundation, Department of
Justice, and Census Bureau, among other agencies—and Labor, Health and Human
Services, Education (LHHS)—the sub-committee that funds the National Institutes of
Health, Department of Education, and several other agencies of interest to the science
community. In particular, COSSA will be following these competitive races closely:

¢ Representative Matt Cartwright (D-PA), Ranking Member of the House
Appropriations CJS Subcommittee, is in a competitive race with Rob Bresnahan (R)
that is considered a toss-up.

e Senator Tammy Baldwin (D-WI), Chair of the Senate Appropriations LHHS
Subcommittee, is in a competitive race with Eric Hovde (R) that is considered a
toss-up.

e Senator Ted Cruz (R-TX), Ranking Member of the Senate Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation, is in a competitive race with Colin Allred
(D) that is leaning Republican.

e Senator Bob Casey (D-PA), Member of the Senate Committee on Health,
Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP), is in a competitive race with Dave
McCormick (R) that is considered a toss-up.

Regardless of the outcome of the elections, some key committees will see a shake-up in
leadership, including the House Committee on Science, Space, and Technology (SST)
with Frank Lucas (R-OK) reaching the end of his term as Chair. As a reminder, House
Republicans limit committee leadership to six years. Join COSSA on December 5 at
2:00pm EST for our Post-Election Headlines to discuss the election results and their effect
on the social and behavioral science community.

Stay tuned to COSSA’s continued coverage of Congressional news.

Executive Branch News

Social Scientists, STEM Education Experts to Join National


https://cossa.org/event/cossa-town-hall-post-election/
https://cossa.org/events/category/headlines/
https://cossa.org/members/
https://www.cookpolitical.com/ratings/senate-race-ratings
https://www.cookpolitical.com/ratings/house-race-ratings
https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYqc-GtqzkvEtW3R4QUDmtwbtD2rqG0VXrB
https://cossa.org/washington-update/

Science Board

On October 15, President Biden announced his intent to appoint the newest class of
National Science Board members, which includes sociologist and former White House
official Alondra Nelson.

The National Science Board (NSB) is the policy-making body of the National Science
Foundation (NSF) that also serves as an independent advisor to the President and
Congress on federal science policy. The board consists of 24 members who serve
staggered six-year terms and new members are appointed by the President.

Alondra Nelson is a sociologist who served as the first Deputy Director for Science and
Society at the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP) in the Biden
Administration and was the first social scientist and woman of color to serve as interim
OSTP Director. She left OSTP in 2023 and returned academia at the Institute for
Advanced Study.

Also appointed to the Board are Joan Ferrini-Mundy and Juan Gilbert. Dr. Ferrini-Mundy in
president of the University of Maine and spent over a decade in leadership roles at NSF,
including as chief operating officer and Assistant Director of the Education and Human
Resources Directorate (EHR), now called the STEM Education Directorate (EDU). She is
a leader in science education, particularly in mathematics. Dr. Gilbert chairs the Computer
and Information Science and Engineering Department at the University of Florida, where
he leads the Computing for Social Good Lab. The lab focuses on Human-Centered
Computing, seeking to address real-world social challenges by integrating people,
information, culture, policy, and technology.

New Board members are typically sworn in at the May NSB meeting upon the departure of
the outgoing class. More on upcoming NSB meeting can be found here.

The Reestablished NIH Scientific Management Review Board
Schedules First Meeting

The National Institutes of Health (NIH) has reestablished the Scientific Management
Review Board (SMRB) to review the agency's structure and research portfolio and make
recommendations to the NIH director. While SMRB was originally created by Congress in
2006, the review board hasn’t met or issued any reports since 2015 (see previous COSSA
coverage). In response to growing Congressional criticism of the NIH, including
Republican discontent about the handling of COVID-19 (see previous COSSA coverage),
SMRB has scheduled their initial meeting for November 12 to review the NIH’s mission,
structure, and budget as well as SMRB'’s history and future directions. Notably, the new
board does not include any social and behavioral scientists (SBS).

The agenda and webcast for the meeting will be posted here.

OBSSR Releases 2025-2029 Strategic Plan

On October 15, the National Institutes of Health’s (NIH) Office of Behavioral and Social
Sciences Research (OBSSR) released its Strategic Plan for 2025-2029. This is OBSSR’s
fourth strategic plan in its 27-year history.

The plan, which was developed over the last three years with input from the stakeholder
community, also reflects recommendations made in recent years by two NIH Council of
Councils working groups on Trans-NIH Research Opportunities in the Basic Behavioral
and Social Sciences (2021) and Integration of Behavioral and Social Sciences Research
at NIH (2022).

The new strategic plan emphasizes health equity as a crosscutting theme and identifies
three research priorities: (1) Coordinating and promoting collaborative science; (2)
Encouraging innovative scientific investigation; and (3) Committing to implementation,
dissemination, and equitable impact of research and its relevance for policy consideration.
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The plan also contains “scientific capacity” priorities pertaining to BSSR workforce
development and “operational” priorities focusing on diversity, equity, inclusion and
accessibility, collaborative partnerships within and outside of NIH, and effective
communication of research findings.

The full strategic plan can be found here.

Science Community News

NASEM Calls for Experts for Study on Disabilities in STEM
Workforce

The National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine (NASEM) has put out a
call for experts to participate in a study focused on increasing knowledge about barriers,
solutions, and policies facing people with disabilities to advance a robust STEM workforce
and STEM education workforce. NASEM staff is looking to build a team of approximately
12-16 volunteers whose tasks will include collecting information on potential speakers,
participants, and peer reviewers for any publications regarding this study. NASEM is
seeking experts in the following areas: disability studies, STEM career development,
STEM and STEM education workforce, employment law, disability accommodations for
academic and non-academic workplace environments, universal design, and STEM policy
administration.

The full solicitation and description of qualifications can be found here. The deadline to
submit recommendations is November 15.

This article was contributed by COSSA Intern Paige Kirkham.

Social Science Advocacy Day 2025 News

COSSA'’s annual Social Science Advocacy Day will be taking place March 24-25, 2025 in
Washington, DC! This signature, members-only event brings together social and
behavioral science researchers, faculty, students, association professionals, and other
advocates from across the country to meet with their elected officials in Congress to
discuss the value of our sciences and the importance of federal funding.

Early bird registration will be here before you know it! Until then, mark your calendars and
share this exciting opportunity with your colleagues.

Visit the COSSA website for the latest information on Social Science Advocacy Day.

Resources & Opportunities

COSSA Letters & Statements

o NEW: 10/23/2024: Multi-Signatory Letter Urging Immediate Senate Confirmation of
IES Director

o NEW: 10/21/2024: Census Project | etter to Congressional Appropriators on FY
2025 Funding for the Census Bureau

Nomination Opportunities

e AAPSS: The Moynihan Prize (Closes: November 1, 2024)
e NSF: Advisory Panel Call for New Members (Ongoing)
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Funding Opportunities

Research!America: Civic Engagement Microgrant Program (Closes: November 4,
2024)
NSF: Growing Research Access for Nationally Transformative Equity and Diversity

(GRANTED) (Rolling Deadline)

Requests for Comment & Calls for Papers

NSF: Request for Information on the Chips and Science Act Research Ethics
(Closes: November 15, 2024)

NEW: NASEM: Call for Experts: Workplace Barriers, Solutions, and Policies for
STEM and STEM Education Professionals and Postsecondary Students with
Disabilities (Closes: November 15, 2024)

NIJ: Request for Comment on NIJ's Draft Public Access Plan (Closes: November
29, 2024)

NEW: FAS: Day One Project Open Call for Ideas (Ongoing)

Notices, Resources, & Reports

NEW: White House: Biden-Harris Administration Outlines Coordinated Approach to
Harness Power of Al for U.S. National Security

NEW: NASEM: The State of the U.S. Biomedical and Health Research Enterprise:
Strategies for Achieving a Healthier America

NEW: AAAS: Multidisciplinary Working Group: Empowering Career Pathways in
STEMM

o NEW: OSTP: Quadrennial Science and Technology Review Report
¢ NIH: The Scientific Integrity Policy of the National Institutes of Health
e Department of the Interior: Scientific Integrity Updated Policies

Open Positions, Fellowships, & Professional Development Opportunities

e CASBS Stanford Fellowships (Closes: November 1, 2024)
e NEW: STPI: 2025 Science Policy Fellowship (Closes: January 6, 2025)
¢ National Cancer Institute (NCI): Chief of the Health Behaviors Research Branch

(Open until Filled)

NSF: Science Advisor for Public Access (Open until Filled)

Program Director for the Social Psychology Program within the SBE Directorate
(Open until Filled)

Program Director for the Human Networks and Data Science (HNDS) Program in
the BCS Division within the SBE Directorate (Open until Filled)

NASEM: Board Director - Board on Environmental Change and Society (Open until
Filled)

APSA: Pracademic Fellowship (Open until Filled)

Upcoming Events

¢ NEW: PCAST Open Hybrid Meeting, November 1, 2024, Virtual
e OBSSR: NIH Behavioral and Social Sciences Research Festival, November 6-7,

2024, Virtual and Bethesda, MD

NEW: NIH: Scientific Management Review Board, November 12, 2024, Virtual and
Bethesda, MD

Research!America: Post-Election Briefing, November 13, 2024, Washington, DC
ASC Annual Meeting, November 13-16, 2024, San Francisco, CA

NEW: COSSA Headlines Webinar: The Future of Social and Behavioral Science in
Evidence-Based Policymaking, November 19, 2024, Virtual

NEW: COSSA Headlines Webinar: Election 2024: Implications for Social and
Behavioral Science Research, December 5, 2024, Virtual
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A list of COSSA members' annual meetings and other events can be found on the COSSA
events page. COSSA members who have an upcoming event they would like to see listed
in the Events Calendar and on our website should send an email to ebailey@cossa.org.

COSSA Members

Governing Associations

American Anthropological Association

American Association for Public Opinion
Research

American Economic Association

American Educational Research

Association

American Political Science Association

American Society of Criminology

American Sociological Association

American Statistical Association

Law and Society Association

Linguistic Society of America

Midwest Political Science Association

National Communication Association

Population Association of America

Society for Personality and Social
Psychology

Society for Research in Child Development

Membership Organizations

Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences

African Studies Association

American Association of Geographers

American Council of Learned Societies

American Evaluation Association

American Historical Association

Association for Public Policy Analysis and
Management

Association of Academic Survey Research
Organizations

Association of American Law Schools

Association of Research Libraries

Council of Colleges of Arts and Sciences

Division for Research of the Council for
Exceptional Children

Economic History Association

Midwest Sociological Society

National Association of Social Workers

National Council on Family Relations

Rural Sociological Society

Social Science History Association

Society for Prevention Research

Society for Research on Adolescence

Society for Social Work and Research

Society for the Psychological Study of
Social Issues

Southern Political Science Association

Southwestern Social Science Association

Affiliates

SAGE Publishing

Colleges and Universities

Boston University

Brown University

Carnegie Mellon University

Case Western Reserve University

Columbia University

Cornell University

CSUSB College of Social and Behavioral
Sciences

Duke University

George Mason University

Georgetown University

Harvard University

Indiana University

Johns Hopkins University

Massachusetts Institute of Technology

Michigan State University

North Carolina State University

Northwestern University

Pennsylvania State University

Princeton University

Stanford University

University of Arizona

University of California, Berkeley

University of California, Irvine

University of California, Los Angeles

University of California, Riverside

University of California, Santa Barbara

University of Colorado, Boulder

University of Georgia

University of lllinois

University of Maryland

University of Michigan

University of Nebraska, Lincoln

University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill

University of Pennsylvania

University of Pittsburgh

University of Texas, Austin

University of Virginia

University of Wisconsin, Madison

Virginia Tech

Yale University

Centers and Institutes

American Academy of Political and Social

Science

Center for Advanced Study in the

Behavioral Sciences

Institute for Social Research, University of

Michigan

Institute for Social Science Research,
University of Massachusetts, Amherst

NORC at the University of Chicago
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About COSSA

The Consortium of Social Science
Associations (COSSA) is a nonprofit
advocacy organization working to promote
sustainable federal funding for and
widespread use of social and behavioral
science research and federal policies that
positively impact the conduct of research.
COSSA serves as a united voice for a
broad, diverse network of organizations,
institutions, communities, and stakeholders
who care about a successful and vibrant
social science research enterprise. The
COSSA membership includes professional
and disciplinary associations, scientific
societies, research centers and institutes,
and U.S. colleges and universities.
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