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New from COSSA
Sandra Lapointe Answers "Why Social Science?"

The recent Why Social Science? post comes from The
Conversation, where Dr. Sandra Lapointe (McMaster
University) writes about how social sciences and
humanities programs can help prepare students for
employment and navigating their next professional steps.

Read on for more.

Congressional News
Congress on the Campaign Trail

Congress departed for the campaign trail on October 1 after passing a continuing
resolution (CR) to extend the appropriations deadline to December 20 (see previous
COSSA coverage). Expected to return on November 12 after the elections, Congress will
return ready to draft the final appropriations bills or seek a second CR to allow for the new
Congressional session to take the helm.

Stay tuned to COSSA’s continued coverage of Congressional news.
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Executive Branch News
NSF Researchers Awarded Physics Nobel Prize 

John Hopfield at Princeton University and Geoffrey Hinton at the University of Toronto,
Canada were awarded the physics Nobel Prize for their research on artificial neural
networks. The Nobel laureates received several funding grants from the National Science
Foundation (NSF), including Hinton’s award for the Search Methods for Massively Parallel
Networks from the Artificial Intelligence and Cognitive Science (AICS) program, to support
this work. Following the announcement, NSF Director Sethuraman Panchanathan praised,
"The laureates brought their understanding of the fundamental physical workings of nature
into a new realm and created an entirely new foundation that has led to what we now call
AI — perhaps the greatest innovation of our generation.” 

More information about laureates can be found on the NSF website. 

NIJ Seeks Input into Public Access Plan 

The National Institute of Justice (NIJ), the research arm of the U.S. Department of Justice
(DOJ), is seeking stakeholder input into the development of its Public Access Plan. NIJ is
interested in hearing from NIJ grantees, criminal justice practitioners, researchers,
publishers, and other interested parties.
 
Development of the plan aligns with the Biden Administration’s 2022 directive that federal
agencies make peer-reviewed publications resulting from federal funding freely available
to the public immediately following publication. However, it is important to note that given
its size, NIJ is not required to comply with the 2022 memorandum, unlike larger federal
science agencies (e.g., National Institute of Health or National Science Foundation). NIJ’s
current policy includes an expectation that results are published in peer-reviewed journals;
however, it does not mandate public access to these publications. Instead, grantees are
required to notify NIJ of publications at the time of public release and are encouraged to
index them with the National Criminal Justice Research Service (NCJRS) Virtual Library.
Still, as the request for comment states, many publications resulting from NIJ support
remain behind publisher paywalls and inaccessible to the public.
 
The new Public Access Plan will require grantees to deposit their accepted manuscripts in
PubMed Central, the free archive of biomedical and life sciences journal literature
maintained by National Institutes of Health's National Library of Medicine. The use of
PubMed Central, according to NIJ, will allow for “all publications resulting from NIJ-funded
research (including peer-reviewed publications, grant reports, and other documents
published by the grantee or NIJ)” to be findable at a single location and linked to the
NCJRS Virtual Library.
 
NIJ intends to implement its Public Access Plan for awards made in fiscal year (FY) 2025,
and plans to include the following requirements:
 

That all peer-reviewed publications resulting from NIJ-funded research will be made
freely available to the public without delay, by requiring the authors to deposit their
manuscripts in a public repository designated by NIJ.
That the data underlying those publications will be made available at the time of
publication.
That persistent digital identifiers and metadata will be used to facilitate findability
and reuse.

 
The request for comment includes a series of questions for interested stakeholders to
consider. Public input should be submitted by email to public.access.nij@usdoj.gov and
will be accepted through November 29. 
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Science Community News
NASEM Publishes Follow-Up on State of Science Address

The National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine (NASEM) recently
published an update to President Marcia McNutt’s State of Science address in which they
reemphasized her main points from the speech, and brought in guest authors to expand
on what is needed to improve the U.S. research enterprise (see previous COSSA
coverage). This collection of articles includes: “K-12 Education” by Alexandra Fuentes;
“Addressing Red Tape” by Matt Owens; “Bidirectional Collaboration” by James Manyika;
“Cultivating Trust” by J. Marshall Shepherd; and “Learning to Listen” by Stephanie Diem.

In McNutt’s State of Science address, encouraging innate childhood curiosity was linked
to strengthening the STEM workforce. To this point, Fuentes advocated for the
enhancement of classroom experience through after school and summer programs, and
strategic cross sector coordination to improve K-12 education.

Next, Owens expanded on McNutt’s call to reduce red tape by suggesting the White
House establish a position for associate academic research enterprise to report on
regulatory issues that are imposing a challenge for scientists.

Shepherd recommended training scientists on authenticity and empathy to improve trust in
science, asserting this is the key to understanding social context and communicating more
effectively with the public. On a similar note, Diem’s article emphasized the importance of
communicating to the public, and suggested breaking down siloes among researchers and
the public to communicate in a real, two-way conversation fashion that increases
engagement and trust.

The collection of articles can be found on the NASEM’s website and the State of Science
Address can be viewed here.

This article was contributed by COSSA Intern Paige Kirkham.

Funding Opportunity: Research!America Requesting Proposals
for 2024-25 Civic Engagement Microgrants Program

Research!America announced the application period for its Civic Engagement Microgrant
Program is now open. The program awards grants of up to $4,000 to graduate student
and postdoc-led groups in STEM (including social science) to design projects that create
dialogue with public officials, local community leaders, and the public around issues of
common concern. These funds provide opportunities for grantees to develop skills in
areas such as communication and program planning, along with an understanding of
public policy and government to have an impact in their local communities.

Applications are due November 4, 2024. More details are available on Research!America’s
website.

COSSA Member Spotlight
Call for Applications: APSA's Pracademic Fellowship

The American Political Science Association (APSA) is accepting proposals for the
Pracademic Fellowship Program on a rolling basis. The Pracademic Fellowship Program
aims to bridge the gap between academia and the world of practitioners by supporting
mid-career faculty members to work in federal government agencies in the Washington,
D.C. area. Fellows work directly with decision-makers involved in programs of their
interest and get a first-hand vantage point of a federal agency’s decision-making
environment. The program is open to faculty members in political science, public
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management, public policy, public administration, and related fields, and is particularly
well-suited to mid-career faculty taking advantage of overlaps with sabbatical
opportunities.

More information about the opportunity can be found here. APSA is a COSSA governing
member organization.

Social Science Advocacy Day 2025 News
COSSA’s annual Social Science Advocacy Day will be taking place March 24-25, 2025 in
Washington, DC! This signature, members-only event brings together social and
behavioral science researchers, faculty, students, association professionals, and other
advocates from across the country to meet with their elected officials in Congress to
discuss the value of our sciences and the importance of federal funding.

Early bird registration will be here before you know it! Until then, mark your calendars and
share this exciting opportunity with your colleagues. 

Visit the COSSA website for the latest information on Social Science Advocacy Day.

Resources & Opportunities

COSSA Letters & Statements

09/24/2024: Friends of BLS Letter on FY 2025 Funding for the Current Population
Survey

Nomination Opportunities

NASEM: Board on Environmental Change and Society (BECS) Call for Experts for a
new consensus study (Closes: October 18, 2024)
AAPSS: The Moynihan Prize (Closes: November 1, 2024)
NSF: Advisory Panel Call for New Members (Ongoing)

Funding Opportunities

NIGMS: Research on Behavioral Interventions That Promote Careers in the
Biomedical Research Enterprise (Closes: October 17, 2024)
NEW: Research!America: Civic Engagement Microgrant Program (Closes:
November 4, 2024)
NSF: Growing Research Access for Nationally Transformative Equity and Diversity
(GRANTED) (Rolling Deadline)

Requests for Comment & Calls for Papers

NEW: MPSA: Call for Papers, Roundtables, Complete Panels and Working Groups
for the 82nd Annual Conference (Closes: October 22, 2024)
NSF: Request for Information on the Chips and Science Act Research Ethics
(Closes: November 15, 2024)
NEW: NIJ: Request for Comment on NIJ's Draft Public Access Plan (Closes:
November 29, 2024)

Notices, Resources, & Reports

NEW: NASEM: How to Strengthen the U.S. Research Enterprise
NEW: NIH: The Scientific Integrity Policy of the National Institutes of Health
Department of the Interior: Scientific Integrity Updated Policies
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NASA: NASA Grants to Strengthen Diversity in Engineering, STEM Fields

Open Positions, Fellowships, & Professional Development Opportunities

CASBS Stanford Fellowships (Closes: November 1, 2024)
National Cancer Institute (NCI): Chief of the Health Behaviors Research Branch
(Open until Filled)
NSF: Science Advisor for Public Access (Open until Filled)
Program Director for the Social Psychology Program within the SBE Directorate
(Open until Filled)
Program Director for the Human Networks and Data Science (HNDS) Program in
the BCS Division within the SBE Directorate (Open until Filled)
NASEM: Board Director - Board on Environmental Change and Society (Open until
Filled)
NEW: APSA: Pracademic Fellowship (Open until Filled)

Upcoming Events

AERA: 2024 Brown Lecture in Education Research, October 24, 2024, Virtual and
Washington, DC
OBSSR: NIH Behavioral and Social Sciences Research Festival, November 6-7,
2024, Virtual and Bethesda, MD
NEW: Research!America: Post-Election Briefing, November 13, 2024, Washington,
DC
ASC Annual Meeting, November 13-16, 2024, San Francisco, CA

A list of COSSA members' annual meetings and other events can be found on the COSSA
events page. COSSA members who have an upcoming event they would like to see listed
in the Events Calendar and on our website should send an email to ebailey@cossa.org.

COSSA Members
Governing Associations

American Anthropological Association
American Association for Public Opinion
    Research
American Economic Association
American Educational Research
Association
American Political Science Association
American Society of Criminology
American Sociological Association
American Statistical Association
Law and Society Association
Linguistic Society of America
Midwest Political Science Association
National Communication Association
Population Association of America
Society for Personality and Social
    Psychology
Society for Research in Child Development

Membership Organizations
 
Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences
African Studies Association
American Association of Geographers
American Council of Learned Societies

Colleges and Universities

Boston University
Brown University
Carnegie Mellon University
Case Western Reserve University
Columbia University
Cornell University
CSUSB College of Social and Behavioral
    Sciences
Duke University
George Mason University
Georgetown University
Harvard University
Indiana University
Johns Hopkins University
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Michigan State University
North Carolina State University
Northwestern University
Pennsylvania State University
Princeton University
Stanford University
University of Arizona
University of California, Berkeley
University of California, Irvine
University of California, Los Angeles
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American Evaluation Association
American Historical Association
Association for Public Policy Analysis and
    Management
Association of Academic Survey Research
    Organizations
Association of American Law Schools
Association of Research Libraries
Council of Colleges of Arts and Sciences
Division for Research of the Council for
    Exceptional Children
Economic History Association
Midwest Sociological Society
National Association of Social Workers
National Council on Family Relations
Rural Sociological Society
Social Science History Association
Society for Prevention Research
Society for Research on Adolescence
Society for Social Work and Research
Society for the Psychological Study of
    Social Issues
Southern Political Science Association
Southwestern Social Science Association

Affiliates
 
SAGE Publishing

University of California, Riverside
University of California, Santa Barbara
University of Colorado, Boulder
University of Georgia
University of Illinois
University of Maryland
University of Michigan
University of Nebraska, Lincoln
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
University of Pennsylvania
University of Pittsburgh
University of Texas, Austin
University of Virginia
University of Wisconsin, Madison
Virginia Tech
Yale University

Centers and Institutes
 
American Academy of Political and Social
Science
Center for Advanced Study in the
Behavioral Sciences
Institute for Social Research, University of
Michigan
Institute for Social Science Research,
    University of Massachusetts, Amherst
NORC at the University of Chicago
RTI International
Social Science Research Council

About COSSA
The Consortium of Social Science
Associations (COSSA) is a nonprofit
advocacy organization working to promote
sustainable federal funding for and
widespread use of social and behavioral
science research and federal policies that
positively impact the conduct of research.
COSSA serves as a united voice for a
broad, diverse network of organizations,
institutions, communities, and stakeholders
who care about a successful and vibrant
social science research enterprise. The
COSSA membership includes professional
and disciplinary associations, scientific
societies, research centers and institutes,
and U.S. colleges and universities.
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