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Featured News
COSSA Remembers Science Champion Eddie Bernice Johnson

On New Year’s Eve, the scientific community lost one of its most dedicated champions.
Congresswoman Eddie Bernice Johnson (D-TX) represented the people of Dallas in
Congress for 30 years, retiring at the end of 2022. Over those 15 terms in Congress,
Johnson served as a member of the House Science, Space and Technology Committee,
most recently serving as Chair.
 
Johnson began her career as a nurse after being told that women could not be doctors.
She rose through the ranks of the Veterans Administration hospital in Dallas, ultimately
becoming chief psychiatric nurse. She became active in civil rights efforts and ran
successfully for a seat in the Texas State Legislature in 1972. Elected to the U.S. House
of Representatives in 1992, Johnson became the first woman and the first African
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American to serve on the House Science Committee.
 
Johnson played important roles in the development of major science legislation throughout
her tenure as a member of the Science Committee, including passage of the America
COMETES Act of 2010 which paved the way for new investment in federal science
funding and put a spotlight on the need to make science more inclusive by expanding
opportunities for women and people of color. More recently, Johnson is credited with
leading efforts to enact the CHIPS and Science Act  in 2022, sweeping legislation that
included ambitious funding targets and other policy proposals for shoring up U.S. science
agencies, including the National Science Foundation.
 
“The scientific community lost one of its greatest supporters with the passing of
Congresswoman Johnson,” said COSSA Executive Director Wendy Naus. “She left an
indelible mark on the U.S. science enterprise as we know it today, especially through her
dedication to diversity and representation in science. COSSA is dedicated to seeing that
her work lives on.”
 
COSSA awarded Johnson its Distinguished Service Award in 2016 for her unwavering
support for social and behavioral science research and steadfast leadership on behalf of
the U.S. scientific enterprise.

Read more about Congresswoman Eddie Bernice Johnson’s contributions to science in
the Winter 2023 edition of Issues in Science & Technology. 

New from COSSA
Advocacy Day Spotlight: Join an Informational Webinar

Curious about 2024 Social Science Advocacy Day? Do you have questions or want to
know more about what to expect? Join us for one of our informational webinars!

We will be hosting two sessions: January 25, 2024 at 10am EST and February 13, 2024
at 3pm EST.

The sessions will provide an overview of Advocacy Day, how to register, answer any
questions, and more!

Congressional News
Funding Deal Struck: House and Senate Leaders Take First Step

https://cossa.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/Volume-29-Issue-10.pdf
https://cossa.org/sweeping-innovation-bill-crosses-the-finish-line/
https://cossa.org/about/awards/
https://issues.org/eddie-bernice-johnson-house-science-interview/
https://cossa.org/event/2024-social-science-advocacy-day/
https://cossa.org/event/social-science-advocacy-day-informational-webinar-1/
https://cossa.org/event/social-science-advocacy-day-informational-webinar-2/


Towards Avoiding Government Shutdown

On Sunday, House and Senate leaders took the first step to avoiding a government
shutdown by reaching an agreement to fund the federal government for the rest of fiscal
year (FY) 2024. This agreement includes a total of $1.66 trillion for discretionary spending
in FY 2024. The spending is divided into $886.3 billion for defense and $772.7 billion for
domestic discretionary spending. This allocation adheres to the previous deal between
President Biden and then-Speaker Kevin McCarthy, which included a $69 billion side deal
for non-defense discretionary funding to keep those accounts whole.

Under the agreement, the defense budget will receive a 3 percent funding increase, while
non-defense budgets are set to remain roughly flat, representing a less than 1 percent
decrease from the current funding. Notably, the deal includes a rescission of $6.1 billion in
coronavirus emergency spending authority and accelerates cuts from the $80 billion
originally allocated to the Internal Revenue Service under the 2022 Inflation Reduction
Act, reducing it by $20 billion this year.

Responses to the bill are varied. Democrats are satisfied with the preservation of non-
defense programs, particularly the inclusion of the $69 billion side deal that House
Republicans still need to agree to. However, the Freedom Caucus and other Republicans
are advocating for spending levels to return to pre-pandemic amounts and are pushing for
conservative policy amendments. These include restrictions on abortion and provisions
that reduce illegal immigration.

Despite this progress, the challenge remains for Congress to act swiftly. Essential funding
for departments like Agriculture, Transportation, Energy, and Veterans Affairs expires on
January 19, and funding for the rest of the government, including federal science agencies
and other domestic programs, runs out on February 2. A shutdown remains a possibility,
with complex policy issues such as GOP border reforms and Biden’s separate request for
over $100 billion to aid Ukraine, Israel, and Taiwan needing resolution, which House
Republicans are currently positioning a hard line on.

While the agreement signifies a step forward, significant hurdles remain. As Senator
Susan Collins (R-ME) aptly puts, "We must avoid a shutdown, but Congress now faces the
challenge of having only 12 days to negotiate and write language, secure passage by both
chambers, and get the first four appropriations bills signed into law." It is all but certain that
Congress will need to enact a short-term continuing resolution (CR) to allow time to
complete the bills, with rumors suggesting March as a potential new deadline.

To stay abreast with all appropriation developments, make sure to follow COSSA’s
Congressional News.

Lawmakers Author a Congressional Letter Addressing Foreign
Influence in U.S. Research

In a notable move addressing concerns over foreign influence in federally funded
research, U.S. lawmakers, including Ranking Member Zoe Lofgren (CA-18), Rep. Judy
Chu (CA-28) and Ranking Member Rep. Jamie Raskin (MD-08), have urged the
Government Accountability Office (GAO) to scrutinize the impartiality of current
investigations. This request, highlighted in a detailed letter, emphasizes the need for
adopting a bias-free and nondiscriminatory attitude towards investment from foreign
institutions. The spotlight falls on agencies like the National Institutes of Health (NIH),
which have been actively investigating researchers with alleged foreign ties.

The lawmakers' request to the GAO includes critical questions about due process rights
for the accused researchers and calls for enhanced transparency and refined policies to
eliminate bias, including: “What due process exists for researchers being investigated for
alleged foreign influence, and how can they respond to or refute these allegations?” The
outcome of this review is expected to influence future policies significantly, advocating for
robust due process mechanisms and a more equitable investigative framework.

As the scientific community and stakeholders await a response, the GAO's decision will
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set a precedent for how the U.S. navigates the complex interplay between securing its
research and upholding the principles of fairness and inclusivity.

Stay tuned to COSSA’s continued coverage for more updates.

Congressional Leaders Seek Clarity and Commitment in NIST AI
Safety Research Funding

A bipartisan group of Congressional leaders has reached out to the National Institute of
Standards and Technology (NIST) seeking clarity and commitment on the funding
processes and research quality of the newly established Artificial Intelligence Safety
Institute (AISI). The group, led by House Science, Space, and Technology Committee
Chairman Frank Lucas (R-OK) and Ranking Member Zoe Lofgren (D-CA) sent a letter to
the NIST Director to address concerns.

Given the nascent and complex nature of AI safety research, the letter highlights the
issues currently plaguing the field, including self-referential findings, lack of rigorous
critique, and a general disagreement over scope, taxonomies, and definitions. These
challenges underscore the need for AISI's leadership and NIST's guidance to be grounded
in robust research practices.

To address these concerns and ensure a path forward that aligns with the highest
standards of scientific integrity, Congressional leaders are requesting a comprehensive
briefing from NIST. This marks a bipartisan commitment to move forward in a
groundbreaking field with careful attention to ethical questions and the broader impact on
society.

Executive Branch News
FUNDING OPPORTUNITY: OBSSR Opens Applications for
Firearm Injury and Mortality Prevention Research

The Office of Behavioral and Social Science Research (OBSSR) within the National
Institute of Health (NIH) is currently accepting proposals for the Career Enhancement
Award to Advance Research on Firearm Injury and Mortality Prevention grant program.

Applications should focus on firearm injury and mortality prevention research with topics in
areas such as accidental injury, intimate partner/dating violence, youth violence, and
more.

Applications are due March 15.

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS: Census Bureau Seeks Nominations
for Scientific Advisory Committee

The Census Bureau is seeking nominations for their Scientific Advisory Committee. The
Census Bureau’s Scientific Advisory Committee advises the director of the Census Bureau
on programs and activities, policies, research, surveys, and other items as needed.
Committee members will be expected to serve a three-year term and to have experience
in one of the following fields: communications, demographic, economic, field operations,
geography, information technology, and statistics. The Bureau is especially interested in
people with experience in survey methodology, information technology, computer science
and engineering, geography, psychology, business/finance, sociology, and marketing.

Nominations are due February 2 and should be emailed to
census.scientific.advisory.committee@census.gov with the subject line “2024 CSAC
Nominations.”
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NCSES Releases Knowledge Base to Improve Understanding of
Data

The National Center for Science and Engineering Statistics (NCSES) in the National
Science Foundation (NSF) has released a Knowledge Base, a new user resource on
NCSES tools and data. The website provides robust information on how to understand
and use NCSES data as well as answers to frequently asked questions and a glossary for
commonly used terms. The Knowledge Base is intended to help people navigate NCSES
data while simultaneously providing support in an easy and accessible way. This resource
comes as NCSES works towards making their data more available for public use.

Questions can be sent to ncsesdata@nsf.gov. 

Tess deBlanc-Knowles Appointed as Special Assistant to the
Director for AI at NSF

On December 12, the National Science Foundation (NSF) announced the appointment of
Tess deBlanc-Knowles as the new Special Assistant to the Director for Artificial
Intelligence. Alongside this role, she’ll continue her duties within NSF’s Directorate for
Technology, Innovation, and Partnerships as Strategic Advisor for Technology Policy and
Strategy.

As a former OSTP Senior Policy Advisor, deBlanc-Knowles led policy efforts to strengthen
the nation's AI innovation by co-chairing the National AI Research Resource Task Force,
oversaw the the National AI Research and Development Strategic Plan: 2023 Update and
led the process in crafting the nation's first strategy to advance privacy-enhancing
technologies. Now, as the lead in the Office of the Director for AI-related issues, deBlanc-
Knowles will be tasked to steer NSF's alignment with the Executive Order on AI. This
involves nurturing collaborations across the agency on AI initiatives and engaging
meaningfully with national AI strategies.

NSF Unveils First-Ever Accelerating Research Translation
Awards to Boost Economic Growth Through Academic Research

The U.S. National Science Foundation (NSF) has announced its first-ever investment in
the Accelerating Research Translation (ART) initiative. More than $100 million will be
dedicated to 18 teams at academic institutions nationwide to accelerate the pace and
scale of translational research aimed to foster economic growth across the nation.

The ART program is set to award up to $6 million over four years to each selected
institution. These funds will be used to identify and develop academic research with
potential for technology transfer, ensure the availability of staff with technology transfer
expertise, and support the education and training of entrepreneurial faculty and students.

A unique aspect of the ART program is the partnership between awardee institutions and
mentoring institutions of higher education (IHE) that possess a robust ecosystem for
translational research, with at least 15 universities acting as partner mentoring institutions
to ensure the ART network enlists robust expertise and resources.

To learn more, visit the ART program website.

FELLOWSHIP OPPORTUNITIES: NCSES Opens Applications for
Two New Postdoctoral Fellowship Opportunities

The National Center for Science and Engineering Statistics (NCSES) has announced two
new postdoctoral fellowships. These fellowships are designed to support recent doctoral
graduates interested in the study of ethical and responsible research. Each program offers
one slot for a dedicated and passionate fellow:
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1. Social, Behavioral, and Economic Sciences Innovation Fellow: The SBE
Innovation Fellow will engage in strategic outreach and engagement efforts within
the Centers for Research and Innovation in Science, the Environment, and Society
(CRISES) program. This role is ideal for someone keen to connect with a diverse
range of collaborators, from policymakers and businesses to individual scientists
and professional organizations, as well as potential funding partners.

2. Science Research, Policy, and Data in Social and Economic Sciences (SES)
and Public Access and Open Science (PAOS): The fellow will assist SES
division leadership and program officers in analyses, communications, and related
matters that include examinations of the National Science Foundation's (NSF) merit
review process, portfolio and participant balance for diversity, equity, and inclusion
and accessibility. The fellow will also be an active participant in the NSF PAOS
Working Group, contributing to policy development regarding access to research
data, publications, and software code at the agency level.

Applications are due January 24 and can be submitted here.

Science Community News
CALL FOR EXPERTS: NASEM Seeks Experts for Standing
Committee on Advancing Science Communication

The National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine (NASEM) is seeking
experts to be considered for the Standing Committee on Advancing Science
Communication.

NASEM is looking to fill four open seats on the Standing Committee in addition to
collecting information for potential speakers, participants, and other forms of engagement.
The Standing Committee is looking for expertise particularly in the following areas: science
communication researchers (psychology, cognitive science, anthropology, sociology,
political science); science communication practitioners (journalists, think tanks, federal
agencies, and nonprofit research organizations); and related professions and disciplines
(marketing, health communication/health promotion, risk communication, mass media
communications; science education; research design and program evaluation; public
policy).

Nominations are due January 10 and can be submitted here.

COSSA Member Spotlight
AAPSS to Host an Upcoming Webinar: "Civic Education in a
Time of Democratic Crisis"

On January 16, The American Academy of Political and Social Science (AAPSS) will be
hosting a webinar titled, "Civic Education in a Time of Democratic Crisis: Charting a new
agenda for bipartisan and effective learning in our contentious environment". AAPSS is a
COSSA member institution.

The webinar, moderated by William Galston of The Brookings Institution, will highlight
research from a multi-disciplinary team of researchers to describe what works in civic
education, and it will feature a dialogue on re-orienting teaching and learning toward
meaningful civic outcomes. Panelists will discuss how educators can more effectively
teach civics and how to best prepare our young people to be champions of democracy.
Register here for the webinar.

Resources & Opportunities
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COSSA Letters & Statements

NEW: 1/7/2024: Community Letter Urging Congress to Use the Bipartisan Senate
Funding Framework for FY 2024
NEW: 1/5/2024: Friends of BLS Letter Urging Senate Confirmation of BLS
Commissioner
NEW: 12/18/2023: Coalition Letter for Supplemental Funding to Advance National
and Economic Security and Maintain U.S. Competitiveness

Nomination Opportunities

NEW: Census Bureau: Nominations for Scientific Advisory Committee (Closes:
February 2, 2024)
2024 AAPOR Award (Closes: January 31, 2024)
NEW: SRCD: Call for Nominations: Editor-in-Chief of SRCD Journals  (Closes:
January 22, 2024 and January 31, 2024)
NEW: NASEM Board on Science Education: Call for Experts: Building Institutional
Capacity for Engaged Research (Closes: January 16, 2024)
NEW: NASEM Committee on Law and Justice: Mark Kleiman Innovation for Public
Policy Memorial Lecture (Closes: January 15, 2024)
NEW: NASEM Committee on Population: Call for Experts: Health and Disability
Among Working-Age Adults: Trends, Disparities, and Implications for Employment
and Federal Programs (Closes: January 12, 2024)
NEW: NASEM: Call for Experts: Standing Committee on Advancing Science
Communication (Closes: January 10, 2024)

Funding Opportunities

NIH: Research on Biopsychosocial Factors of Social Connectedness and Isolation
on Health, Wellbeing, Illness, and Recovery (R01 BESH Required) (R01 Clinical
Trials Not Allowed) (R01 Clinical Trial Required) (Closes: June 22, 2024)
NIH: HHS Career Enhancement Award to Advance Research on Firearm Injury and
Mortality Prevention (K18 Independent Clinical Trial Not Allowed) (K18 Independent
Clinical Trial Required) (Closes: March 16, 2024)
NIH: Notice of Special Interest (NOSI): Validation of Digital Health and Artificial
Intelligence Tools for Improved Assessment in Epidemiological, Clinical, and
Intervention Research (Closes: March 9, 2024)
NEW: RWJF Systems for Action: 2024 Call for Proposals: Systems & Services
Research to Address Systemic Racism (Closes: February 7, 2024)
NEW: NIH: BRAIN Initiative: Brain-Behavior Quantification and Synchronization
(Closes: January 15, 2024)
William T. Grant Foundation: Research Grants on Reducing Inequality (Closes:
January 10, 2024)
William T. Grant Foundation: Research Grants on Improving the Use of Research
Evidence (Closes: January 10, 2024)
NSF: Growing Research Access for Nationally Transformative Equity and Diversity
(GRANTED) (Rolling Deadline)

Requests for Comment & Calls for Papers

NEW: SPSSI: Call for Submissions: Frontiers of Justice 2024 Conference (Closes:
February 5, 2024)
NEW: Request for Information: Labor Certification for Permanent Employment of
Foreign Workers in the United States; Modernizing Schedule A To Include
Consideration of Additional Occupations in Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Mathematics (STEM) and Non-STEM Occupations (Closes: February 20, 2024)

Notices, Resources, & Reports

NEW: NASEM: Countering Misinformation and Sharing Science Effectively
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Open Positions, Fellowships, & Professional Development Opportunities

NEW: APA: Leadership and Education Advancement Program (LEAP) for Diverse
Scholars (Closes: March 17, 2024)
NEW: NSF: Deputy Division Director for the Division of Equity for Excellence in
STEM (Closes: February 6, 2024)
SSRC: Arnold Ventures Criminal Justice Innovation Fellows hips (Closes: January
15, 2024)
NEW: Pathways to Science: Paid Summer Research Programs (Ongoing)
Program Director for the Social Psychology Program within the SBE Directorate
(Open until Filled)
Program Director for the Human Networks and Data Science (HNDS) Program in
the BCS Division within the SBE Directorate (Open until Filled)
NEW: National Science Policy Network: Executive Director (Open until Filled) 

Upcoming Events

NEW: COSSA's Social Science Advocacy Day Informational Webinar #1 , January
25, 2024, Virtual
NEW: NIMH: National Advisory Mental Health Council Open Policy Session,
January 29, 2024, Virtual
PAA Applied Demography Conference 2024, February 6-8, 2024, Virtual
NEW: COSSA's Social Science Advocacy Day Informational Webinar #2 , February
13, 2024, Virtual
NEW: 81st Annual Midwest Political Science Association Conference, April 4-7,
2024, Chicago, IL
NEW: COSSA's 2024 Social Science Advocacy Day, April 8-9, 2024, Washington,
DC
NEW: SRCD Anti-Racist Developmental Science Summit: Transforming Research,
Practices, and Policies, May 15-17, 2024, Panama City, Panama

A list of COSSA members' annual meetings and other events can be found on the COSSA
events page. COSSA members who have an upcoming event they would like to see listed
in the Events Calendar and on our website should send an email to ebailey@cossa.org.

COSSA Members
Governing Associations

American Anthropological Association
American Association for Public Opinion
    Research
American Economic Association
American Educational Research
Association
American Political Science Association
American Psychological Association
American Society of Criminology
American Sociological Association
American Statistical Association
Law and Society Association
Linguistic Society of America
Midwest Political Science Association
National Communication Association
Population Association of America
Society for Personality and Social
    Psychology
Society for Research in Child Development

Colleges and Universities

Boston University
Brown University
Carnegie Mellon University
Case Western Reserve University
Columbia University
Cornell University
CSUSB College of Social and Behavioral
    Sciences
Duke University
George Mason University
Georgetown University
Harvard University
Indiana University
Johns Hopkins University
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Michigan State University
North Carolina State University
Northwestern University
Ohio State University, The
Pennsylvania State University

https://www.apa.org/pi/mfp/leap
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Membership Organizations
 
Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences
African Studies Association
American Association of Geographers
American Council of Learned Societies
American Evaluation Association
American Historical Association
Association for Public Policy Analysis and
    Management
Association of Academic Survey Research
    Organizations
Association of American Law Schools
Association of Research Libraries
Council of Colleges of Arts and Sciences
Division for Research of the Council for
    Exceptional Children
Economic History Association
Midwest Sociological Society
National Association of Social Workers
National Council on Family Relations
Rural Sociological Society
Social Science History Association
Society for Prevention Research
Society for Research on Adolescence
Society for Social Work and Research
Society for the Psychological Study of
    Social Issues
Southern Political Science Association
Southwestern Social Science Association

Affiliates
 
SAGE Publishing

Princeton University
San Diego State University
Stanford University
University of Arizona
University of California, Berkeley
University of California, Irvine
University of California, Los Angeles
University of California, Santa Barbara
University of Colorado, Boulder
University of Georgia
University of Illinois
University of Maryland
University of Michigan
University of Nebraska, Lincoln
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
University of Pennsylvania
University of Pittsburgh
University of Texas, Austin
University of Virginia
University of Wisconsin, Madison
Virginia Tech
Yale University

Centers and Institutes
 
American Academy of Political and Social
Science
Center for Advanced Study in the
Behavioral Sciences
Institute for Social Research, University of
Michigan
Institute for Social Science Research,
    University of Massachusetts, Amherst
NORC at the University of Chicago
RTI International
Social Science Research Council

About COSSA
The Consortium of Social Science
Associations (COSSA) is a nonprofit
advocacy organization working to promote
sustainable federal funding for and
widespread use of social and behavioral
science research and federal policies that
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