
November 14, 2023 | Volume 42 Issue 22

Subscribe to COSSA Washington Update | Subscribe to Members-Only Emails from COSSA 

NEW FROM COSSA
New Action Alert: Tell Congress to Reject Cuts to Science Funding in FY 2024!
Save the Date: COSSA’s 2024 Social Science Advocacy Day is April 8-9

CONGRESSIONAL NEWS
House Unveils Potential Stopgap Measure and Continues Appropriations Process

EXECUTIVE BRANCH NEWS
Monica Bertagnolli Confirmed as NIH Director 
OMB Seeks Public Comment on AI Governance Memorandum
Special Assistant Appointed to the NSF Director for Sexual Assault and
Harassment Prevention and Response Implementation

SCIENCE COMMUNITY NEWS
Call for Nominations: 2024 Golden Goose Award

COSSA MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
SPSP Launches New Advocacy Resource
SSRC Announces New Criminal Justice Fellowship Program with Arnold Ventures

RESOURCES & OPPORTUNITIES
COSSA Statements & Letters
Funding Opportunities
Requests for Comment & Calls for Papers
Notices, Resources, & Reports
Open Positions, Fellowships, & Professional Development Opportunities
Upcoming Events

New from COSSA
NEW ACTION ALERT: Tell Congress to Reject Cuts to Science
Funding in FY 2024!

The U.S. House of Representatives is voting this week
on fiscal year (FY) 2024 appropriations bills that fund
social and behavioral science research. The bills in the
House propose massive cuts to discretionary spending,
including for research.

Write to your members of Congress TODAY and urge
them to reject these proposals. 

For more details, follow COSSA’s FY 2024 coverage here.

Visit COSSA's TAKE ACTION page to send a quick message to your Senators and
Representatives and tell them why they must reject cuts to science funding in FY 2024.

SAVE THE DATE: COSSA's 2024 Social Science Advocacy Day is
April 8-9

COSSA’s tenth annual Social Science Advocacy Day will be taking place on April 8-9,
2024 in Washington, DC! Our signature, members-only event will bring together social and
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behavioral science researchers, faculty, students, association professionals, and other
advocates from across the country to meet with their elected officials in Congress to
discuss the value of our sciences and the importance of federal funding.
 
Stay tuned for additional details, early bird registration will be opening in a few weeks!
Until then, save the date and share this exciting opportunity with your colleagues.
 
We hope to see you in Washington, DC in April 2024!

Congressional News
House Unveils Potential Stopgap Measure and Continues
Appropriations Process

On November 11, House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-LA) unveiled a potential stopgap
funding deal that would extend the current continuing resolution (CR) beyond the current
November 17 deadline. The Speaker’s proposal includes “tiered deadlines;” some bills
would be extended to mid-January and others to early February (see previous COSSA
coverage). Under the draft bill, agencies within the Military Construction-VA, Agriculture,
Energy-Water and Transportation-HUD bills would receive an extension to January 19
while all remaining bills – including those that fund the National Science Foundation and
National Institutes of Health – would be extended to February 2. The bill would also
include a one-year extension for the expired 2018 farm bill but would not address the $106
billion in emergency funding requested by the Biden Administration (see previous COSSA
coverage). With the slim majority in the House, Johnson’s stopgap would need nearly full
support from the Republicans to pass. Senate majority leader, Chuck Schumer (D-NY)
and minority leader, Mitch McConnell (R-KY) have both expressed that the Senate would
consider Johnson’s CR if passed in the House.

Despite uncertainties regarding the appropriations deadline, both chambers are moving
forward with funding bills. On November 14, the House considered the Labor, Health and
Human Services, Education (LHHS) funding bill despite not having held a full
appropriations committee markup for the contentious bill. As previously reported, the
LHHS bill has a 28 percent cut to funding levels, and in the recently released report, would
cut gun violence prevention research funding in the National Institutes of Health (NIH) and
the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), eliminate funding for the Agency for Healthcare
Research and Quality (AHRQ), citing that “similar work is done by several agencies
funding in this bill,” and provide cuts to diversity and inclusion initiatives within various
agencies. The House is also expected to consider the Commerce, Justice, and Science
(CJS) funding bill before the end of the week. As previously reported, the CJS bill would
also result in massive cuts to FY 2023 funding levels (see previous COSSA coverage).
Watch for COSSA’s in-depth analysis on the LHHS and CJS funding bills.  

This is a developing story. Stay tuned to COSSA’s continued appropriations coverage.

Executive Branch News
Monica Bertagnolli Confirmed as NIH Director 

On November 7, Dr. Monica Bertagnolli was confirmed by the Senate as the new National
Institutes of Health (NIH) Director in a bipartisan 62-36 vote after having been nominated
by the Biden Administration in May and experiencing several deterrents from Senators,
including Chair of the Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee (HELP), Senator
Bernie Sanders (D-VT), who requested Bertagnolli address pharmaceutical drug prices
(see previous COSSA coverage). Despite her challenging confirmation process,
Bertagnolli will be the 17th Director of the NIH following a two-year gap in leadership with
Dr. Lawrence Tabak as Acting Director (see previous COSSA coverage).
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Following her confirmation, Bertagnolli stated, “As a physician-scientist for more than 30
years, I have seen the transformative power of NIH research to produce results that save
lives, including my own treatment for breast cancer. As NIH director, I look forward to
ensuring that NIH continues to be the steward of our nation’s medical research while
engaging all people and communities in the research effort that includes informing medical
practice that drives equitable access to health care for all.”

OMB Seeks Public Comment on AI Governance Memorandum

The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) announced an open call for public comment
on draft memorandum "Advancing Governance, Innovation, and Risk Management for
Agency Use of Artificial Intelligence (AI)." This initiative seeks to establish new
requirements for federal agencies in AI governance, innovation, and risk management.
 
The proposed memorandum is designed to direct agencies towards adopting specific
minimum risk management practices, particularly for AI applications that could impact
public safety and individual rights. OMB encourages feedback on various aspects, such as
recommending roles and responsibilities for Chief AI Officers across federal agencies,
effective coordination methods for AI Governance Bodies, and creating effective strategies
for advancing responsible AI innovation. Interested individuals can review the full text of
the draft memorandum here.
 
Written comments must be submitted by December 5 here.

Special Assistant Appointed to the NSF Director for Sexual
Assault and Harassment Prevention and Response
Implementation  

On November 2, the National Science Foundation (NSF) announced the appointment of
Renée V. Ferranti as the special assistant to the NSF director for sexual assault and
harassment prevention and response implementation. In this new role, Ferranti will lead
cross-agency efforts, implement sexual assault prevention policies, and recommend
organizational improvements by providing expert evaluation of existing policies,
procedures, and resources. Establishing this role is the most recent measure in the
agency's ongoing initiatives to address and prevent sexual assault and harassment (see
previous COSSA coverage).
 
Ferranti has over 25 years of experience in sexual assault prevention and response. She
previously served as the director of the Sexual Assault Prevention and Response (SAPR)
program at the Peace Corps and in various roles within the Department of Defense SAPR
program, including victim advocate, sexual assault response coordinator, and program
manager across multiple military installations.
 
Ferranti holds a bachelor's degree in social science and a master’s degree in
psychology.  

Science Community News
CALL FOR NOMINATIONS: 2024 Golden Goose Award

Nominate your colleagues, collaborators, and role models for a 2024 Golden Goose
Award!
 
The Award honors federally funded researchers whose work may sound silly, odd,
obscure, wasteful of taxpayer funding, or serendipitous, but has had a major positive
impact on society. The purpose of the Award is to demonstrate the human and/or
economic benefits of federally funded scientific research. It’s intended to demonstrate that
scientific outcomes build upon each other and that the technological advances that flow
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from them cannot easily be predicted at the outset of a particular scientific research
project.
 
Nominations for the 2024 Award are being accepted through December 15. More
information and the nomination form can be found here. 

COSSA Member Spotlight
SPSP Launches New Advocacy Resource

On October 16, the Society for Personality and Social Psychology (SPSP) unveiled their
new State of Research report  designed to help anyone interested in leveraging personality
and social psychology research to address societal challenges. SPSP is a COSSA
governing member.

The State of the Research resources offers easy summaries of personality and social
psychology research findings that can inform practical policy solutions. The report focuses
on the following key priority areas:

Addressing systemic racism and advancing diversity, equity, and inclusion
Battling the disinformation epidemic
Promoting societal health and well-being
Promoting sustainable behavior and pro-environmental action
Tackling ideological polarization

Interested parties can learn more about the report here or download the full resource here.

SSRC Announces New Criminal Justice Fellowship Program with
Arnold Ventures

The Social Science Research Council (SSRC), a COSSA member, has announced a new
criminal justice fellowship program with support from Arnold Ventures. The Arnold
Ventures Criminal Justice Innovation Fellowships will support five post-doctoral fellows
who are pursuing policy-relevant causal research designed to innovate and evaluate cost-
effective and scalable policy solutions that advance the efficacy and equity of criminal
justice practices.
 
The Fellowships will begin in September 2024, are available for up to three years, and will
provide salaries of $120,000 with full benefits and annual increases. Applications are due
January 15. More information about the program can be found here.

Resources & Opportunities

COSSA Statements & Letters

NEW: 11/03/2023: Coalition for National Science Funding Letter Urging the
Administration to Request $16.7 billion for the National Science Foundation in FY
2025

Funding Opportunities

NIH: Research on Biopsychosocial Factors of Social Connectedness and Isolation
on Health, Wellbeing, Illness, and Recovery (R01 BESH Required) (R01 Clinical
Trials Not Allowed) (R01 Clinical Trial Required) (Closes: June 22, 2024)
NIH: Notice of Special Interest (NOSI): Validation of Digital Health and Artificial
Intelligence Tools for Improved Assessment in Epidemiological, Clinical, and
Intervention Research (Closes: March 9, 2024)
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NIH: New IMPROVE Initiative Funding Opportunities focusing on Intimate Partner
Violence (IPV) research (Closes: December 2, 2023)
NIH: Maximizing Opportunities for Scientific and Academic Independent Careers
(MOSAIC) Institutionally-Focused Research Education Award to Promote
Diversity (Closes: November 16, 2023)
NSF: Growing Research Access for Nationally Transformative Equity and Diversity
(GRANTED) (Rolling Deadline)

Requests for Comment & Calls for Papers

NIH: Request for Information: Opportunities and Challenges for the Collection, Use,
and Sharing of Real-World Data (RWD) Including Electronic Health
Records (Closes: December 14, 2023)
NSF: Request for Proposals: Predictive Intelligence for Pandemic Prevention (PIPP)
Phase II Centers Program (Closes: December 8, 2023)
HHS: Call for Comments: Notice of Proposed Rulemaking intending to revise the
Public Health Service Policies on Research Misconduct (Closes: December 5,
2023)
MPSA: Call for Subfields, Undergraduate Sections and Working Group proposals
for the 81st Annual MPSA Conference (Closes: December 4, 2023)
DBASSE - Societal Experts Action Network: Call for Experts (Closes: November 27,
2023)
SRCD: Call for Submissions for the SRCD Summit (Closes: November 16, 2023)

Notices, Resources, & Reports

NEW: NSB: Academic Research and Development and Elementary and Secondary
STEM Education
NEW: NSF: Special Report III Accelerating, Collaborative, Systemic Change to
Broaden Participation in STEM
NEW: NASEM: Assessing the 2020 Census Final Report

Open Positions, Fellowships, & Professional Development Opportunities

NEW: 2024 AAPOR Award Nominations (Closes: January 31, 2024)
NEW: SSRC: Arnold Ventures Criminal Justice Innovation Fellowships (Closes:
January 15, 2024)

Upcoming Events

2023 Sage-CASBS Award Lecture, November 16, 2023, Stanford, CA or Virtual
American Society of Criminology Annual Meeting , November 15-18, 2023,
Philadelphia, PA
American Anthropological Association/Canadian Anthropology Society Annual
Meeting, November 15-19, 2023, Toronto, ON, CA
National Communication Association 109th Annual Convention, November 16-19,
2023, National Harbor, MD
NEW: African Studies Association Annual Meeting , November 30-December 2,
2023, San Francisco, CA
Enhancing Public Access to the Results of Research Supported by the Department
of Health and Human Services - A Workshop, November 30-December 1, 2023,
Washington, DC or Virtual
2023 NIH Behavioral and Social Sciences Research Festival, December 5, 2023,
Virtual

COSSA members who have an upcoming event they would like to see listed should send
an email to ebailey@cossa.org.
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COSSA Members
Governing Associations

American Anthropological Association
American Association for Public Opinion
    Research
American Economic Association
American Educational Research
Association
American Political Science Association
American Psychological Association
American Society of Criminology
American Sociological Association
American Statistical Association
Law and Society Association
Linguistic Society of America
Midwest Political Science Association
National Communication Association
Population Association of America
Society for Personality and Social
    Psychology
Society for Research in Child Development

Membership Organizations
 
Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences
African Studies Association
American Association of Geographers
American Council of Learned Societies
American Evaluation Association
American Historical Association
Association for Public Policy Analysis and
    Management
Association of Academic Survey Research
    Organizations
Association of American Law Schools
Association of Research Libraries
Council of Colleges of Arts and Sciences
Division for Research of the Council for
    Exceptional Children
Economic History Association
Midwest Sociological Society
National Association of Social Workers
National Council on Family Relations
Rural Sociological Society
Social Science History Association
Society for Prevention Research
Society for Research on Adolescence
Society for Social Work and Research
Society for the Psychological Study of
    Social Issues
Southern Political Science Association
Southwestern Social Science Association

Affiliates
 
SAGE Publishing

Colleges and Universities

Boston University
Brown University
Carnegie Mellon University
Case Western Reserve University
Columbia University
Cornell University
CSUSB College of Social and Behavioral
    Sciences
Duke University
George Mason University
Georgetown University
Harvard University
Indiana University
Johns Hopkins University
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Michigan State University
North Carolina State University
Northwestern University
Ohio State University, The
Pennsylvania State University
Princeton University
San Diego State University
Stanford University
University of Arizona
University of California, Berkeley
University of California, Irvine
University of California, Los Angeles
University of California, Santa Barbara
University of Colorado, Boulder
University of Georgia
University of Illinois
University of Maryland
University of Michigan
University of Nebraska, Lincoln
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
University of Pennsylvania
University of Pittsburgh
University of Texas, Austin
University of Virginia
University of Wisconsin, Madison
Virginia Tech
Yale University

Centers and Institutes
 
American Academy of Political and Social
Science
Center for Advanced Study in the
Behavioral Sciences
Institute for Social Research, University of
Michigan
Institute for Social Science Research,
    University of Massachusetts, Amherst
NORC at the University of Chicago
RTI International
Social Science Research Council



About COSSA
The Consortium of Social Science
Associations (COSSA) is a nonprofit
advocacy organization working to promote
sustainable federal funding for and
widespread use of social and behavioral
science research and federal policies that
positively impact the conduct of research.
COSSA serves as a united voice for a
broad, diverse network of organizations,
institutions, communities, and stakeholders
who care about a successful and vibrant
social science research enterprise. The
COSSA membership includes professional
and disciplinary associations, scientific
societies, research centers and institutes,
and U.S. colleges and universities.
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