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Featured News
White House Announces the Establishment of Office of Gun
Violence Prevention

On September 22, the Biden Administration announced the establishment of the first-ever
White House Office of Gun Violence Prevention. The office is expected to accelerate
executive action and prioritize legislation that reduces gun violence in the United States.
During the announcement, the Biden Administration stressed the importance of
confronting the issue in a timely manner, highlighting the administration's ongoing efforts
to expand gun violence prevention, including the passage of the Bipartisan Safer
Communities Act in 2022.

The priorities of the office include:
1. Expediting the implementation of the Bipartisan Safer Communities Act; 
2. Coordinating more support for survivors, families, and communities affected by gun

violence; 
3. Identifying new executive actions the Biden Administration can take to reduce

gun violence; 

https://www.cossa.org/washington-update/subscribe-update/
https://cossa.org/members/mm-subscribe/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2023/09/21/president-joe-biden-to-establish-first-ever-white-house-office-of-gun-violence-prevention-to-be-overseen-by-vice-president-kamala-harris/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Bipartisan-Safer-Communities-Act-SAP-1.pdf


4. Expanding the Biden Administration's coalition of partners and states to pass
gun violence prevention legislation.

For more information on how social science research can be used to create evidence-
based policy for gun violence prevention, visit COSSA’s blog, “Why Social Science?”, for
a short series on the issue. 

New from COSSA
Dr. Mark Chan and Dr. Dennis P. Stolle from APA Answer "Why
Social Science?"

This month's Why Social Science? post comes from Dr. Mark
Chan and Dr. Dennis P. Stolle from the American Psychological
Association who write about the importance of a psychologically
healthy workplace. Read on for more.

Congressional News
Government Shutdown Narrowly Avoided: What's Inside the
Temporary Funding Bill?

After tense negotiations and a race against time, Congress approved a stopgap funding
bill on Saturday which will last until November 17, preventing a looming federal shutdown.
President Biden signed the bill into law, ensuring that the U.S. government will continue to
operate without interruptions. Key provisions include:

Federal Disaster Assistance: One of the most significant components of this bill is
the allocation of an additional $16 billion for disaster relief. This matches President
Biden’s request dollar-for-dollar and reinforces the administration's commitment to
addressing recent natural disasters.
Current Funding Levels Extended : The government's operational budget has
been maintained at the 2023 levels, ensuring no immediate cutbacks in services or
functions. This funding will last until November 17.
Omitting Aid to Ukraine: Arguably the most contentious element left out of the bill
is aid to Ukraine. Initially, the White House sought to include it as a priority.
However, growing opposition from a faction of GOP lawmakers led to its removal
from the final bill.

What’s the path forward? The approval of this temporary measure is only a short-term
solution, and Congress will need to regroup to find a more lasting resolution by November
17. Several potential flashpoints and challenges loom on the horizon. The question of aid
to Ukraine will be front and center. Additionally, the decision by House Speaker Kevin
McCarthy to lean on Democratic support for passing the bill has made his position
precarious. Calls for his removal have intensified, as his leadership receives increased
scrutiny from his party.

While the immediate threat of a government shutdown has been averted, the contents of
this stopgap bill and the political dynamics around it set the stage for a challenging month
ahead in Congress. COSSA will keep a close watch as both parties' attempt to bridge
their differences and craft a longer-term funding solution. 

Stay tuned for continued updates from COSSA. 

Executive Branch News

https://www.whysocialscience.com/blog/2023/2/28/because-gun-violence-requires-social-science-solutions
https://www.whysocialscience.com/blog/2023/9/29/because-psychologically-healthy-workplaces-contribute-to-a-psychologically-healthy-population
https://www.whysocialscience.com/blog/2023/9/29/because-psychologically-healthy-workplaces-contribute-to-a-psychologically-healthy-population
https://apnews.com/article/government-shutdown-mccarthy-congress-republicans-732baaa19c91f981e492fd0e6a76aba8
https://cossa.org/washington-update/


BJS Celebrates 50 Years of National Crime and Victimization
Survey

On September 27, the Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS) within the Department of
Justice’s (DOJ) Office of Justice Programs (OJP) hosted a public seminar celebrating 50
years of the National Crime and Victimization Survey (NCVS). The survey is the only crime
and victimization survey in the United States that addresses underreported crime through
survey collection rather than police reporting. The NCVS is used to understand crime
patterns and the impact of that crime in different households, recognizing victims that may
have been indirectly affected by the crime. The seminar included panels that discussed
the past, present, and future of the NCVS, including new tools BJS has developed to
modernize the survey.  

A recording of the event can be viewed here. 

ARPA-H Announces New Program ARPANET-H

The Advanced Research Projects Agency for Health (ARPA-H) within the U.S. Department
of Health and Human Services (HHS) announced a new nationwide health network,
ARPANET-H. Within ARPANET-H, three research hubs have been developed, including
the Customer Experience hub, the Investor Catalyst hub, and the Stakeholder and
Operations hub. Notably, the Customer Service hub priorities include developing
accessible health solutions and diversifying health solutions. The Investor Catalyst hub
priorities include transforming innovative ideas into tangible solutions and the Stakeholder
and Operations hub will focus on agency and stakeholder partnerships.

Stay tuned to COSSA’s continued coverage of ARPA-H. 

NSF Invests $18.8M in Inaugural Cohort for ExLent Program

The National Science Foundation (NSF) recently announced its inaugural cohort of the
Experiential Learning for Emerging and Novel Technologies (ExLENT) program, investing
$18.8 million across 27 teams at U.S. institutions of higher education to expand practical
learning opportunities and grow talent nationwide. This includes support for teams from
minority-serving institutions and historically Black colleges and universities (HBCUs).

Initiated by NSF's Directorates for Technology, Innovation, and Partnerships (TIP) and
STEM Education (EDU), ExLENT is primed to offer hands-on learning experiences in
sectors outlined in the CHIPS and Science Act. This spans areas like advanced
manufacturing, artificial intelligence, biotechnology, quantum information science, and
semiconductors. Mentorship forms the backbone of the ExLENT program, leveraging a
cohort-centric model.

James L. Moore III, NSF assistant director for EDU, shed light on the program’s broader
vision. "With the rapid advancements in key technologies, it's imperative to build a diverse
STEM workforce that’s equipped and motivated to drive this innovation," Moore said.
"ExLENT promises not just learning but also the fostering of essential industry
relationships, dovetailing with our nation's strategic priorities."

Learn more about the ExLENT program here.

NSF Supports Efforts to Broaden Participation in the Nation’s
Technology Workforce

The National Science Foundation (NSF) has pledged a commitment of nearly $5.8 million
towards two pivotal projects, partnering with the Council of Graduate Schools (CGS).
Aimed at promoting inclusivity in the advanced degree programs across key technological
areas identified in the CHIPS and Science Act, this investment will bolster data resources
and aide endeavors in the recruitment and retention of domestic graduate students from
diverse backgrounds in STEM fields.

https://bjs.ojp.gov/data-collection/ncvs
https://www.justice.gov/opa/video/national-crime-victimization-survey-ncvs-50th-anniversary-celebration
https://arpa-h.gov/
https://arpa-h.gov/news/arpanet-h/
https://cossa.org/washington-update/
https://new.nsf.gov/funding/opportunities/experiential-learning-emerging-novel-technologies
https://cgsnet.org/


Their collaborative goal with CGS is to broaden the scope of existing survey designs to
collect data on graduate applications, admissions, enrollment, and completion rates.
Encompassing around 60 institutions, this survey is expected to bring greater insights on
prevalent trends, challenges, and opportunities. These insights will direct NSF's future
workforce development investments and enable universities to attract a diverse student
demographic.

An additional grant of $1.1 million over three-years has been designated to facilitate the
expansion of CGS's National Name Exchange (NNE) program. Established to connect
graduate schools with underrepresented students, to widen the participation circle with
minority-serving institutions. This augmented NNE initiative will fortify universities'
recruitment processes, strengthen the STEM career pathway, and help bridge data gaps.

Suzanne Ortega, CGS President, commented, access to STEM graduate education is the
backbone of a resilient workforce and economy. Expressing gratitude towards the NSF,
she mentioned, these projects will not only enhance our understanding of students'
educational trajectories but will also aid in removing hindrances in the path to degree
completion, especially in sectors of national significance.

View further details on CGS and the National Name Exchange program here.

REQUEST FOR COMMENT: HHS Proposes New Rule to Prevent
Discrimination Against Individuals with Disabilities

The Office for Civil Rights (OCR) within the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS) has proposed a new rule, Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Disability in
Programs or Activities Receiving Federal Financial Assistance, to prohibit discriminatory
practices against individuals with disabilities. The new rule intends to expand upon
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. It would clarify already existing protections
and implement new conditions within this act, including:

Eliminate bias and discrimination in medical treatment decisions against individuals
with disabilities;
Clarify requirements for web, mobile, and kiosk accessibility;
Establish standardized requirements for accessible medical equipment;
Clarify requirements in HHS-funded child welfare programs and activities;
Eliminate the use of value assessment methods on life-extension practices that
discriminate against individuals with disabilities; and
Clarify requirements to provide services in settings as requested by individuals with
disabilities.

HHS is requesting public comment on the proposed rule that can be submitted here.
Comments are requested by November 13. 

REQUEST FOR COMMENT: NIH Requests Comments on
Biomedical and Behavioral Research Real-World Data

The National Institutes of Health (NIH) released a request for comments on the collection,
use, and sharing of biomedical and behavioral science research real-world data (RWD).
RWD refers to observational data that is gathered from patients in real-world settings,
including but not limited to patient surveys and electronic records. As the NIH develops
guidelines for RWD, submitted comments are expected to aid the NIH in understanding
public concerns of this type of data. The public is asked to comment on the following
items:

The value of RWD in NIH-funded research including opportunities, challenges, and
barriers in biomedical and behavioral science research;
The process of validation and verification of RWD including methods of
reproducibility and open science practices;
Methods of collection, use, and sharing of RWD for biomedical research; and
Ethical implications of the use of RWD.

https://cgsnet.org/data-insights/diversity-equity-inclusiveness/national-name-exchange
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2023/09/07/hhs-issues-new-proposed-rule-to-strengthen-prohibitions-against-discrimination-on-basis-of-disability-in-health-care-and-human-services-programs.html?
https://www.eeoc.gov/rehabilitation-act-1973-original-text
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/09/14/2023-19149/discrimination-on-the-basis-of-disability-in-health-and-human-service-programs-or-activities
https://www.regulations.gov/docket/HHS-OCR-2023-0013
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/09/28/2023-21239/request-for-information-rfi-inviting-comments-and-suggestions-on-opportunities-and-challenges-for


Comments are requested by December 14 and can be submitted here. 

NIMH Launches New Podcast Series to Commemorate its 75th
Anniversary

The National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH) within the National Institutes of Health
(NIH), in celebration of its 75th anniversary, announced the inauguration of their new
podcast series, “Mental Health Matters”. This series aims to dive deep into the narrative
journeys of key figures making strides in mental health research while also spotlighting the
experiences of individuals navigating life with mental health challenges.

Episode one is titled, “Understanding and Preventing Youth Suicide.” The episode features
a compelling conversation between NIMH's Director, Dr. Joshua A. Gordon, and Dr.
Arielle Sheftall, an Associate Professor in the Department of Psychiatry at the University of
Rochester Medical Center.

Listeners will be taken on an educational and emotional exploration of youth suicide,
gaining insight into those more susceptible to it and grasping the profound implications it
has on younger demographics and how to counteract this heartbreaking phenomenon.

Tune into the NIMH podcast series available here.

Science Community News
EVENT: Dr. Rayvon Fouché to Deliver 2023 Henry and Bryna
David Lecture

On October 12, Dr. Rayvon Fouché will deliver the 2023 Henry and Bryna David Lecture
titled, "Embracing the Social in Social Science: Notes for a Technoscientific Future". Dr.
Fouché is a Professor of Communication Studies at the Medill School of Journalism,
Media, and Integrative Marketing Communications at Northwestern University.

The annual lecture is a program of the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and
Medicine’s (NASEM) Division of Behavioral and Social Sciences and Education
(DBASSE). This year, the lecture explores how integrating the social into all scientific
inquiry can transform the science we do and why we do it.

Register to attend the lecture in-person or virtually here.

CALL FOR APPLICATIONS: Research!America Opens
Applications for Civic Engagement Microgrant Program

Research!America has opened their applications for the 2023-2024 Civic Engagement
Microgrant Program. The program supports groups of early career STEM researchers and
their projects to increase scientists’ engagement with their local community, community
leaders, and elected and non-elected public officials.

Microgrants of up to $4,000 will be awarded to STEM graduate student and postdoc-led
groups. These funds provide opportunities for grantees to develop skills in areas such as
communication and program planning, along with an understanding of public policy and
government to have an impact in their local communities.

Applications close on October 24. Additional information and application guidelines can be
found here.

https://datascience.nih.gov/rfi-rwd
https://www.nimh.nih.gov/news/media/2023/understanding-and-preventing-youth-suicide
https://events.nationalacademies.org/40939_10-2023_embracing-the-social-in-social-science-notes-for-a-technoscientific-future
https://www.researchamerica.org/civic-science/microgrants/
https://www.researchamerica.org/civic-science/microgrants/


COSSA Member Spotlight
EVENT: Register for AERA’s 20th Annual Brown Lecture in
Education Research

On October 19, the American Educational Research Association (AERA), a COSSA
governing member, will host its 20th Annual Brown Lecture in Education Research . The
annual lecture aims to illuminate the important role of research in advancing
understanding of equality and equity in education. 

The 2023 lecture is titled, "Otherwise Qualified: The Untold Story of Brown and Black
Educators' Professional Superiority" and will be delivered by Dr. Leslie T. Fenwick,
professor and dean emerita of the Howard University School of Education, and dean in
residence at the American Association of Colleges for Teacher Education.

Register for the event (virtually or in-person) here.

Resources & Opportunities

Funding Opportunities

NIH: Research on Biopsychosocial Factors of Social Connectedness and Isolation
on Health, Wellbeing, Illness, and Recovery (R01 BESH Required) (R01 Clinical
Trials Not Allowed) (R01 Clinical Trial Required) (Closes: June 22, 2024)
NIH: Notice of Special Interest (NOSI): Validation of Digital Health and Artificial
Intelligence Tools for Improved Assessment in Epidemiological, Clinical, and
Intervention Research (Closes: March 9, 2024)
NIH: Maximizing Opportunities for Scientific and Academic Independent Careers
(MOSAIC) Institutionally-Focused Research Education Award to Promote Diversity
(Closes: November 16, 2023)
NSF: Smart Health and Biomedical Research in the Era of Artificial Intelligence and
Advanced Data Science Program (Closes: November 9, 2023)
NSF: TIP Directorate: Assessing and Predicting Technology Outcomes Program
(Closes: October 30, 2023)
NIH: Accelerating Behavioral and Social Science through Ontology Development
and Use: Dissemination and Coordination Center (PAR-23-181 and PAR-23-182)
(Closes: October 4, 2023)
NSF: Growing Research Access for Nationally Transformative Equity and Diversity
(GRANTED) (Rolling Deadline)

Requests for Comment & Calls for Papers

NEW: NIH: Request for Information: Opportunities and Challenges for the
Collection, Use, and Sharing of Real-World Data (RWD) Including Electronic Health
Records (Closes: December 14, 2023)
NSF: Request for Proposals: Predictive Intelligence for Pandemic Prevention (PIPP)
Phase II Centers Program (Closes: December 8, 2023)
NEW: MPSA: Call for Subfields, Undergraduate Sections and Working Group
proposals for the 81st Annual MPSA Conference (Closes: December 4, 2023)
T-AP call on Democracy, Governance and Trust (Closes: November 6, 2023)
NEW: MPSA: Call for Papers, Roundtables and Complete Panel proposals for the
81st Annual MPSA Conference (Closes: October 9, 2023)

Notices, Resources, & Reports

NEW: APA Task Force Report on Promotion, Tenure and Retention of Faculty of
Color in Psychology

https://forms.logiforms.com/formdata/user_forms/7993_9562493/404956/page1.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-21-349.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-21-350.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-21-352.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-CA-22-037.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-21-277.html
https://www.nsf.gov/pubs/2023/nsf23614/nsf23614.htm
https://new.nsf.gov/funding/opportunities/assessing-predicting-technology-outcomes-apto
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-23-181.html
https://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/pa-files/PAR-23-182.html
https://beta.nsf.gov/funding/opportunities/growing-research-access-nationally-transformative-0
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/09/28/2023-21239/request-for-information-rfi-inviting-comments-and-suggestions-on-opportunities-and-challenges-for
https://new.nsf.gov/funding/opportunities/predictive-intelligence-pandemic-prevention-phase
https://www.mpsanet.org/conference/
https://www.transatlanticplatform.com/activities/democracy-governance-trust/
https://www.mpsanet.org/conference/
https://www.apa.org/pubs/reports/inequities-academic-tenure-promotion.pdf


Open Positions, Fellowships, & Professional Development Opportunities

Fellowship at the Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral Sciences (CASBS),
Stanford University (Closes: November 3, 2023)
NEW: Chief Diversity Officer, National Communication Association (NCA)

Upcoming Events

Evaluation 2023, October 9-14, 2023, Indianapolis, IN (Discount available for
COSSA Members, contact ebailey@cossa.org for additional information)
NEW: NASEM 2023 Henry and Bryna David Lecture: Embracing the Social in
Social Science: Notes for a Technoscientific Future, October 12, 2023, Virtual or
Washington, DC
2023 Public Summit of the Action Collaborative on Preventing Sexual Harassment
in Higher Education, October 17-18, 2023, Virtual or Washington, DC
NEW: 2023 AERA Brown Lecture: Otherwise Qualified: The Untold Story of Brown
and Black Educators’ Professional Superiority, October 19, 2023, Virtual or
Washington, DC
Council on Social Work Education's Annual Program Meeting , October 26-29, 2023,
Atlanta, GA
Council of Colleges of Arts and Sciences Annual Meeting , November 1-4, 2023,
San Diego, CA
National Council on Family Relations Annual Conference, November 8-11, Orlando,
FL
Association for Public Policy Analysis and Management Fall Research Conference,
November 9-11, 2023, Atlanta, GA
American Society of Criminology Annual Meeting , November 15-18, 2023,
Philadelphia, PA
American Anthropological Association/Canadian Anthropology Society Annual
Meeting, November 15-19, 2023, Toronto, ON, CA
2023 NIH Behavioral and Social Sciences Research Festival, December 5, 2023,
Virtual

COSSA members who have an upcoming event they would like to see listed in the Events
Calendar and on our website should send an email to ebailey@cossa.org.

COSSA Members
Governing Associations

American Anthropological Association
American Association for Public Opinion
    Research
American Economic Association
American Educational Research
Association
American Political Science Association
American Psychological Association
American Society of Criminology
American Sociological Association
American Statistical Association
Law and Society Association
Linguistic Society of America
Midwest Political Science Association
National Communication Association
Population Association of America
Society for Personality and Social
    Psychology
Society for Research in Child Development

Colleges and Universities

Boston University
Brown University
Carnegie Mellon University
Case Western Reserve University
Columbia University
Cornell University
CSUSB College of Social and Behavioral
    Sciences
Duke University
George Mason University
Georgetown University
Harvard University
Indiana University
Johns Hopkins University
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Michigan State University
North Carolina State University
Northwestern University
Ohio State University, The

https://casbs.stanford.edu/apply-casbs-fellowship
https://casbs.stanford.edu/apply-casbs-fellowship
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https://www.aera.net/Events-Meetings/Annual-Brown-Lecture-in-Education-Research
https://www.cswe.org/events-meetings/2023-apm/
https://www.ccas.net/i4a/pages/index.cfm?pageid=4085
https://www.ncfr.org/ncfr-2023
https://www.appam.org/conference-events/fall-research-conference/2023appam-policy-that-matters/
https://asc41.org/events/asc-annual-meeting/
https://americananthro.org/event/2023-aaa-casca-annual-meeting-transitions/
https://obssr.od.nih.gov/news-and-events/events/all-upcoming-events-and-meetings
mailto:ebailey@cossa.org


Membership Organizations
 
Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences
African Studies Association
American Association of Geographers
American Council of Learned Societies
American Evaluation Association
American Historical Association
Association for Public Policy Analysis and
    Management
Association of Academic Survey Research
    Organizations
Association of American Law Schools
Association of Research Libraries
Council of Colleges of Arts and Sciences
Division for Research of the Council for
    Exceptional Children
Economic History Association
Midwest Sociological Society
National Association of Social Workers
National Council on Family Relations
Rural Sociological Society
Social Science History Association
Society for Prevention Research
Society for Research on Adolescence
Society for Social Work and Research
Society for the Psychological Study of
    Social Issues
Southern Political Science Association
Southwestern Social Science Association

Affiliates
 
SAGE Publishing

Pennsylvania State University
Princeton University
San Diego State University
Stanford University
University of Arizona
University of California, Berkeley
University of California, Irvine
University of California, Los Angeles
University of California, Santa Barbara
University of Colorado, Boulder
University of Georgia
University of Illinois
University of Maryland
University of Michigan
University of Minnesota
University of Nebraska, Lincoln
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
University of Pennsylvania
University of Pittsburgh
University of Texas, Austin
University of Virginia
University of Wisconsin, Madison
Virginia Tech
Yale University

Centers and Institutes
 
American Academy of Political and Social
Science
Center for Advanced Study in the
Behavioral Sciences
Institute for Social Research, University of
Michigan
Institute for Social Science Research,
    University of Massachusetts, Amherst
NORC at the University of Chicago
RTI International
Social Science Research Council

About COSSA
The Consortium of Social Science
Associations (COSSA) is a nonprofit
advocacy organization working to promote
sustainable federal funding for and
widespread use of social and behavioral
science research and federal policies that
positively impact the conduct of research.
COSSA serves as a united voice for a
broad, diverse network of organizations,
institutions, communities, and stakeholders
who care about a successful and vibrant
social science research enterprise. The
COSSA membership includes professional
and disciplinary associations, scientific
societies, research centers and institutes,
and U.S. colleges and universities.
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