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Featured News

Analysis of the Senate FY 2024 Commerce, Justice, Science and
Related Agencies Appropriations Bill

On July 13, the Senate Appropriations Committee marked up and reported out its version
of the fiscal year (FY) 2024 Commerce, Justice, Science (CJS) Appropriations Bill. The
Senate CJS appropriations bill contains annual funding proposals for the National Science
Foundation, Department of Justice, and Census Bureau, among other federal
departments and agencies.

The bill is written in-line with the EY 2024 budget caps that were agreed to earlier in the
summer. As part of that agreement, total discretionary spending is capped at $1.59 trillion
in FY 2024, a cut of about 9 percent below FY 2023. The share allocated to the CJS bill is
$71.7 billion, which is 14.4 percent below the total CJS bill in FY 2023.

As a result—and as expected—this cap has resulted in near-flat funding and even cuts to
science agencies across the Senate bill:
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While disappointing, especially when compared to the amounts requested by the Biden
Administration earlier this year (see the “FY 2024 Budget Request” column above), the
Senate CJS marks are likely the “best case scenario” when it comes to science funding in
FY 2024. The House Appropriations Committee could release full details of their FY 2024
CJS bill in the coming days containing additional—and sizable—cuts proposed to science
agencies. As COSSA has been reporting, FY 2024 promises to be a challenging year for
nearly all discretionary accounts.

Congress will head out soon for its month-long August recess. Upon their return after
Labor Day, lawmakers will be faced with the challenge of finding common ground between
the two very different funding proposals. The slim Republican-Democrat margins in both
chambers has set the stage for a tough, likely protracted funding battle. With the new
fiscal year beginning on October 1, it is likely that a stop-gap funding measure—known as
a continuing resolution (CR)—will be needed to allow additional time for negotiation or
else risk a government shutdown.

Read on to review details on the Senate’s CJS appropriations bill for FY 2024 for federal
agencies and programs important to the social and behavioral science research
community.

New from COSSA

NEW ACTION ALERT: Tell Congress to Support the Highest
Possible Funding Levels for Social Science!

Congressional appropriators are currently considering 4

fiscal year (FY) 2024 appropriations bills that would m
decimate funding for federal science and statistical |||||||||

agencies. It is critical that we raise our voices in support

of robust investment in social and behavioral science AC I IO N
research.

In response, COSSA has issued an action alert urging
members to write to their Members of Congress to urge their support for social science
research funding in FY 2024!

Visit COSSA's TAKE ACTION page to send a quick message to your Senators and
Representatives and tell them why they must support the highest possible funding levels
for federal science and statistical agencies in FY 2024.

Executive Branch News

NOMINATIONS CALL: Nominations Open for the Alan T.
Waterman Award
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The National Science Foundation (NSF) is seeking nominations for the Alan T. Waterman
Award, which recognizes an early career researcher in any field of science or engineering
supported by the NSF. The award winner will receive a medal and a grant of $1 million to
use over a five-year period for scientific research or advanced study in the mathematical,
physical, biological, engineering, social, or other sciences at the institution of the
recipient's choice.

Nominations will be accepted through September 15, 2023. Read more about the award’s
criteria, the application, and the selection process here.

DHS Designates “Demography and Population Studies” as STEM
Degree

On July 12, the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) released a Federal Register
notice adding “Demography and Population Studies” to the programs within the DHS
sciences, technology, engineering, or mathematics (STEM) designated degrees program
list. This addition allows international students to remain in the United States for two years
of “Optional Practical Training” as opposed to the previous one year.

The Population Association of America (PAA), a COSSA Governing Member, worked with
its membership to secure designation of “Demography and Population Studies” within this
category.

Read more about this successful change on the PAA website here.

NSF to Launch New Program on Research Security

The National Science Foundation (NSF) has disclosed its plans to introduce a program
centered around the critical domain of research security. Named the Research on
Research Security Program (RRSP), the objective is to review the nuances, breadth,
challenges, and potential of research security. Key focus areas under this initiative include
cybersecurity, security concerning foreign travel, training on research security, and
instruction on export controls.

The program will aim to fund initiatives that evaluate methodologies to pinpoint research
security hazards and the tactics to prevent and minimize threats. This will equip
researchers with key insights on safeguarding their work, amplifying transparency and
cooperation, and unveiling research outcomes.

As an initial step, NSF will sponsor a workshop amplifying awareness on this topic. This
event will bring together national and international figures from the realm of research
security to spotlight pivotal themes and subjects meriting exploration within the new
program.

For more details on the workshop, see the Dear Colleague Letter (DCL): Workshop to
Inform Development of the NSF RRSP. Proposals responding to this DCL are open for
submission until September 25, 2023.

NSF's next scheduled webinar focused on establishing a Research on Research Security
Program will be on July 26 and you can register here.

REQUEST FOR COMMENT: HHS Scientific Integrity Policy Public
Comment Request Released

The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) has released a draft of its Scientific
Integrity Policy and is inviting the public to share feedback and comments.

The draft policy is in response to the Presidential Memorandum on Restoring Trust in
Government Through Scientific Integrity and Evidence-based Policymaking. Its main
objective is to offer agency stakeholders an opportunity to voice their opinions on the
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policy. HHS formulated the draft following the guidelines from the National Science and
Technology Council Framework for Federal Scientific Integrity Policy and Practice.

The deadline for submissions is September 1, 2023. For additional details on the draft and
how to submit, visit the HHS website here.

White House Secures Commitments from Leading Al Companies
for Safer Al Development

On July 21, the White House gathered seven of the world’s leading Al companies,
including Amazon, Anthropic, Google, Inflection, Meta, Microsoft, and OpenAl to gain
consensus over the responsible development of Al.

Reflecting the Administration’s ongoing commitment to leverage Al's potential without
compromising Americans' rights and safety, these companies agreed to operate by the
standards that emphasize safety, security, and trust in Al. This initiative showcases a
collective understanding that Al's benefits should not come at the expense of fundamental
rights.

In line with the announcement, the Administration has been actively consulting
international allies, aiming for a globally coordinated approach to Al. Countries engaged
include Australia, Brazil, Canada, France, Germany, India, Japan, and many others. The
collective goal is to establish shared principles for Al governance and safety.

Coming soon, the Office of Management and Budget will release draft policy guidance for
federal agencies on Al usage, underpinning the overarching commitment to safeguarding
the American public.

Stay tuned to COSSA’s continued coverage on artificial intelligence.

Science Community News

AAAS Hosts Federal Agencies to Discuss Public Access Policies

On July 17, the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) hosted
federal agencies alongside the National Science Foundation (NSF) for a discussion, How
can public access advance equity and learning? During the first half of the webinar,
officials from NSF, the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP),
National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), National Institutes of Health
(NIH), and U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) discussed their implementation strategies
for public access.

During the panel and audience Q&A session, AAAS invited professors and PhD
candidates to discuss the effect of public access on universities and students. In
accordance with the Biden Administration’s Executive Order, all federal agencies must
have enacted public access policies before December 31, 2025 (see previous COSSA

coverage).

Stay tuned to COSSA’s continued coverage.

Resources & Opportunities

COSSA Letters & Statements

e NEW: 7/19/2023: Multi-Society Statement on U.S. Supreme Court Ruling on
Students for Fair Admissions, Inc. (SFAI) v. President and Fellows of Harvard and
SFAIl v. University of North Carolina
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Nomination Opportunities

e NEW: NSF: The Alan T. Waterman Award (Closes: September 15, 2023)

Funding Opportunities

e NIH: Research on Biopsychosocial Factors of Social Connectedness and Isolation
on Health, Wellbeing, lliness, and Recovery (RO1 BESH Required) (RO1 Clinical
Trials Not Allowed) (RO1 Clinical Trial Required) (Closes: June 22, 2024)

¢ NIH: Notice of Special Interest (NOSI): Validation of Digital Health and Artificial
Intelligence Tools for Improved Assessment in Epidemiological, Clinical, and
Intervention Research (Closes: March 9, 2024)

¢ NIH: Maximizing Opportunities for Scientific and Academic Independent Careers
(MOSAIC) Institutionally-Focused Research Education Award to Promote Diversity
(Closes: November 16, 2023)

e NSF: TIP Directorate: Assessing and Predicting Technology Outcomes Program
(Closes: October 30, 2023)

e NIH: Accelerating Behavioral and Social Science through Ontology Development
and Use: Dissemination and Coordination Center (PAR-23-181 and PAR-23-182)
(Closes: October 4, 2023)

e NIH: Institutional Excellence in Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Accessibility in
Biomedical and Behavioral Research Prize Competition (Closes: September 26,
2023)

e NSF: Growing Research Access for Nationally Transformative Equity and Diversity

(GRANTED) (Rolling Deadline)

Requests for Comment & Calls for Papers

o NEW: NSF: Request for Proposals: Predictive Intelligence for Pandemic Prevention
(PIPP) Phase Il Centers Program (Closes: December 8, 2023)

e T-AP call on Democracy, Governance and Trust (Closes: November 6, 2023)

e Request for Proposals DCL: Workshop to Inform Development of the NSF
Research on Research Security Program (RRSP) (Closes: September 25, 2023)

¢ NEW: BJS: Request for Comments: National Crime Victimization Survey (Closes:
September 11, 2023)

e NEW: NSF: Request for Proposals: Decision, Risk and Management Sciences
Program (Closes: August 18, 2023)

e PCAST: Working Group on Generative Al Invites Public Input (Closes: August 1,
2023)

e Request for Proposals: NIJ Innovations in Measuring Community Perceptions
Challenge (Closes: July 31, 2023)

Notices, Resources, & Reports

e NEW: NASEM Report: Reducing Racial Inequality in Crime and Justice

Open Positions, Fellowships, & Professional Development Opportunities

e ARPA-H Position: Senior Health Economist

e NASEM: Third Cohort of New Voices membership (Closes: August 10, 2023)

¢ NEW: NSF: Division Director for the Division of Social and Economic Sciences
(SES). in the Directorate for Social, Behavioral and Economic Sciences (SBE)
(Closes: September 11, 2023)

Upcoming Events

o AmStat & COSSA Briefing: What the Latest DOJ Funded Research and Statistics
Say About Crime and Justice in the US, July 27, 2023, Virtual
o NEW: NASEM Report Release Webinar: Federal Policy to Advance Racial, Ethnic,
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and Tribal Health Equity, July 27, 2023, Virtual

e American Psychological Association Annual Convention, August 3-5, 2023,

Washington, DC

e Joint Statistical Meetings, August 5-10, 2023, Toronto, ON, Canada
e American Sociological Association Annual Meeting, August 17-21, 2023,

Philadelphia, PA

e American Political Science Association Annual Meeting & Exhibition, August 31-

September 3, 2023, Los Angeles, CA

e BJS: 50th Anniversary Celebration of the National Crime Victimization Survey,

September 27, 2023, Washington, DC

e Evaluation 2023, October 9-14, 2023, Indianapolis, IN
e NEW: 2023 Public Summit of the Action Collaborative on Preventing Sexual

Harassment in Higher Education, October 17-18, 2023, Virtual or Washington, DC
e Council on Social Work Education's Annual Program Meeting , October 26-29, 2023,

Atlanta, GA

A list of COSSA members' annual meetings and other events can be found on the COSSA
events page. COSSA members who have an upcoming event they would like to see listed
in the Events Calendar and on our website should send an email to ebailey@cossa.org.
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About COSSA

The Consortium of Social Science
Associations (COSSA) is a nonprofit
advocacy organization working to promote
sustainable federal funding for and
widespread use of social and behavioral
science research and federal policies that
positively impact the conduct of research.
COSSA serves as a united voice for a
broad, diverse network of organizations,
institutions, communities, and stakeholders
who care about a successful and vibrant
social science research enterprise. The
COSSA membership includes professional
and disciplinary associations, scientific
societies, research centers and institutes,
and U.S. colleges and universities.
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