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Today’s Discussion
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The 2022 Election and its Impact on 
Social Science 
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Deep Dive: 

Wendy Naus, COSSA Executive Director 

The 2022 Election and What it 
Means for Social Science Research



Today’s Discussion 

❑Who’s Coming, Who’s Going – Transitioning to the 118th Congress

❑Unfinished Business: 117th Congress 

❑Looking Ahead: 118th Congress 
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❑Ways to Engage  



Who’s Coming, Who’s Going
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Party Leadership 
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House

*Republican control*

Kevin McCarthy (R-CA) expected to 
become Speaker

House Republicans + 5-10 

(total as of 11/17: 218) 

Minority Leader TBD House Democrats - 10

(total as of 11/17: 210) 

Senate

*Democratic control*

Chuck Schumer (D-NY) expected to 
remain Majority Leader

Senate Democrats + 1

(total as of 11/17: 50 not counting VP)

Mitch McConnell (R-KY) reelected as 
Minority Leader

Senate Republicans TBD 

(total as of 11/17: 49) 



Winners – Senate 
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• 7 incoming Senate Freshmen
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Senate Appropriations Committee
Retirements:  

LHHS Ranking Member: 
Roy Blunt (R-MO)
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Current Ranking Member: 
Richard Shelby (R-AL)

Current Chair: 
Patrick Leahy (D-VT)

Possible Replacements: 

Patty Murray (D-WA) Susan Collins (R-ME) Jerry Moran (R-KS)



House Appropriations Committee

Leadership:

Current Ranking Member:

Kay Granger (R-TX)

Current Chair: 

Rosa DeLauro (D-CT)

CJS Subcommittee: LHHS Subcommittee: 

Current Chair: 

Matt Cartwright (D-PA)

Current Ranking Member: 

Robert Aderholt (R-AL)

Current Ranking Member: 

Tom Cole (R-OK)

Current Chair: 

Rosa DeLauro (D-CT)



House Science Committee

117th:

Current Ranking Member:

Frank Lucas (R-OK)

Current Chair: 

Eddie Bernice Johnson (D-TX)

118th: 

Chair:  Frank Lucas (R-OK) Ranking Member: Zoe Lofgren (D-CA)



Unfinished Business: 117th Congress 
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• FY 2023 Appropriations – Current funding runs out 12/16

• Leadership elections, committee assignments 

• Other legislative business: 
• NIH Director nomination/confirmation

• Other nominations 

• Same-sex marriage vote

• Ukraine funding 

• Mental health authorizations 

• Debt ceiling



Looking Ahead: 118th Congress 
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• CHIPS & Science Act – major achievement 

• Debt ceiling battles

• Reining in discretionary spending (FY 2023 & 2024?)
• More scrutiny over research spending?

• Reinstitute ban on earmarks?

• Defense vs. non-defense spending?

• 2024 Presidential posturing 

• Capitol Hill reopening to the public?



Ways to Engage
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• Get to know your new delegations – flag any potential champions 
and share with us. 

SAVE THE DATE!



Keep Informed
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SIGN UP @ 
cossa.org/subscribe
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Check Out Past Recordings 

• August 2022: Technology, Innovation and Partnerships Directorate at NSF
• May 2022: Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion in Science 
• April 2022: The State of Social Science Funding 
• March 2022: Advocating from Home
• February 2022: Preserving Cultural Heritage 
• December 2021: Upcoming Social Science Policy in 2022
• November 2021: Funding Opportunities from W.T. Grant Foundation
• October 2021: Basic Behavioral and Social Sciences at the NIH
• September 2021: Updates from the Institute of Education Sciences
• July 2021: Pending NSF Legislation
• June 2021: A National Secure Data Service
• May 2021: Women, Minorities, and Persons with Disabilities in STEM
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Visit: cossa.org/headlines



Reach us at:

Wendy Naus, Executive Director
wnaus@cossa.org

www.cossa.org
Whysocialscience.com


