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Featured News

HOT TOPIC: Competing Visions - The NSF for the Future Act and the U.S.
Innovation and Competition Act

In June 2021, the House and Senate advanced separate versions of legislation to enhance
U.S. innovation and global competitiveness. The approaches taken by the two bills, however,
differ dramatically. The Senate bill focuses squarely on ways to harness and in some cases
alter the nation’s scientific assets to better compete with China. The House bill, on the other
hand, doubles down on the nation’s existing, proven scientific leadership and proposes
additional investments to push the U.S. research enterprise—particularly the National Science
Foundation—into new directions.

Despite the many differences between them, some parallels can be found; for example, both
propose establishing a new directorate at the National Science Foundation focused on
technology development and translational research, and both measures include substantive
provisions related to research security and STEM education. Beyond that, though, many
unresolved differences remain.

Read on for COSSA's in-depth analysis and comparison of provisions in the National Science
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Foundation for the Future Act (H.R. 2225) and the U.S. Innovation and Competition Act (S.

1260) that are of most relevance to the social and behavioral science community.

New from COSSA

July Headlines to Feature Deep Dive on NSF Legislation

COSSA members can sign up for the monthly Headlines 4 o
webchat to catch up on the most important social and CWSSA A
behavioral science news from the past month and answer

your questions. Stick around for our deep dive discussion as H EAD L I N E S
we break down the House and Senate's competing NSF e
reauthorization bills and what they could mean for the social

and behavioral sciences. Individuals employed by or affiliated with a COSSA member
organization or university can register for the webchat here.

“Why Social Science?” Looks at Trans Activism and Linguistics

The latest Why Social Science? guest post comes from sociolinguist

‘ 8 / HY Aris Keshav who writes about the contributions trans activists have

made to linguistics, and how engaging with trans activism can help
SOCIAL shape the way we think about language. Read it here and subscribe.
SCIENCE

FROM THE ARCHIVES: Innovation Legislation Signed into Law
(January 10, 2017)

In celebration of COSSA's 40th anniversary, we are diving into the
decades of Washington Update archives to share articles from years
past that resonate with today's news.

As previously reported, lawmakers worked in the final weeks of 2016 to
find common ground on research innovation legislation, known as

the American Innovation and Competitiveness Act (S. 3084), before
adjourning for the year. The bill passed the Senate in early December,
but did not get a House vote before lawmakers headed home for the
holidays. However, given that the House had not yet officially
adjourned for the year, the bill was quietly passed on December 16 in
pro forma session along with a number of other bills under suspension
of the rules. President Obama signed the bill into law on January 6,
2017.

The resulting law includes variety of science policy provisions
covering topics such as the National Science Foundation’s merit review
process, STEM education, and administrative burden, among others. In
general, it is a positive bill for research, especially compared to
earlier versions considered in the House. It is important to note,
however, that while the original purpose of earlier legislation in the
House and Senate was to authorize funding for NSF for the years ahead,
agreement could not be reached on overall levels and therefore
negotiators elected to keep numbers out the bill. That means that
NSF’s authorization is still expired (since 2013) and the House
Science, Space and Technology Committee (under the leadership of
Chairman Lamar Smith (R-TX)) may very well introduce another NSF
authorization bill in the new Congress. COSSA will continue to follow
such efforts.
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Read more from this issue.

Congressional News

COSSA Urges Advocates to Contact Elected Officials in Support of Social
Science in FY 2022

As Congressional appropriators are preparing legislation that will determine funding for federal
science and data agencies for the next year, COSSA released an action alert urging social
science advocates to reach out to their Congressional representatives to tell them to fight for
robust investments in social and behavioral science research and data. COSSA created a
menu of letters that stakeholders can send to their Members of Congress to share their
priorities for the coming year. COSSA’s TAKE ACTION page allows advocates to quickly send
a letter to their Senators and Representative and tell them why they care about supporting the
National Science Foundation, National Institutes of Health, the Institute of Education Sciences,
international education programs, or the federal statistical system.

Executive Branch News

White House Seeks Input on Scientific Integrity Policies

The White House Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP) has issued a request for
information (RFI) on ways to improve the effectiveness of federal scientific integrity policies, in
support of President Biden’s January 27 Memorandum on Restoring Trust in Government
Through Scientific Integrity and Evidence-Based Policymaking (see previous coverage). OSTP
has convened an interagency task force of the National Science and Technology Council
(NSTC) that will conduct a review of the government’s science integrity policies. To inform this
effort, OSTP seeks information about: “(1) The effectiveness of federal scientific integrity
policies and needed areas of improvement; (2) good practices federal agencies could adopt to
improve scientific integrity, including in the communication of scientific information, addressing
emerging technologies and evolving scientific practices, supporting professional development
of Federal scientists, and promoting transparency in the implementation of agency scientific
integrity policies; and (3) other topics or concerns that Federal scientific integrity policies should
address.” More details and information on how to respond to the RFl is available in the Federal
Register notice. Comments should be submitted by July 28, 2021.

OMB Issues New Evidence-Based Policymaking Guidance

On June 30, the White House Office of Management and Budget (OMB) issued new guidance
related to the implementation of the 2018 Foundations for Evidence-Based Policymaking Act
(“Evidence Act”) (see previous coverage). The guidance (memorandum M-21-27)—the first
Evidence Act guidance released under the Biden Administration—affirms the Administration’s
commitment to the goals of the Evidence Act and expands on previously released guidance
related to Learning Agendas and Annual Evaluation Plans. It also more explicitly connects
agency activities under the Evidence Act to the White House’s January 27 Memorandum on
Restoring Trust in Government Through Scientific Integrity and Evidence-Based Policymaking
(see previous coverage and related article). The guidance reasserts the principle that
evaluation and evidence-building should be integrated into the everyday work of federal
agencies: “OMB strongly believes that implementing the Evidence Act is not a compliance
exercise [...]. Agencies should not simply produce the required documents and then turn their
attention elsewhere; success requires that agencies develop processes and practices that
establish habitual and routine reliance on evidence across agency functions and demand new
or better evidence when it is needed.” More details are available in the memorandum.

NSF Highlights Opportunities for Collaboration between Social and Computer
Sciences
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On June 23, the National Science Foundation (NSF) released a Dear Colleague Letter
highlighting existing opportunities for collaboration at the agency’s Social, Behavioral, and
Economic Sciences (SBE) Directorate and Computer and Information Science and Engineering
(CISE) Directorate. The letter cites the prevalence of overlap between the fields of social
science and computer science as motivation for increased collaboration and that this
collaboration may be critical for addressing societal problems. The letter also notes that the
SBE and CISE Advisory Committees have been discussing research areas of mutual interest
which may indicate increased collaborations in the future. A list of the potential collaborative
programs is available on the NSF website.

Science Community News

National Academies Release Report on Rental Evictions and COVID-19

The National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine (NASEM) have released a
new consensus study report titted Rental Eviction and the COVID-19 Pandemic: Averting a
Looming Crisis, which addresses the impending expiration of the federal moratorium on rental
evictions on July 21, imposed due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The report offers a set of
recommendations to be taken over the next three years to address the impacts of housing
instability caused by the pandemic. The report also recommends the establishment of a task
force in the Executive Office of the President to prevent rental evictions and housing
instability. Some of the recommendations include:

e Harnessing existing social programs to connect renters with financial and legal
assistance.
Providing assistance to renters in traditionally marginalized communities.
Expanding social safety net programs during and beyond the pandemic.
Improving data collection and reporting to better understand eviction.
Commissioning research on housing instability.
Increasing the availability of housing choice vouchers and housing search support.
Reducing discriminatory housing practices and systemic housing inequities.
The report is available on the NASEM website.

National Academies Holds DEI Summit

On June 29 and 30, the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine (NASEM)
held a summit to address the importance of diversity, equity, and inclusion (DEI) in 215t century
science, technology, engineering, mathematics, and medicine (STEMM) organizations. The
summit took place over the course of two days with discussions revolving around how systemic
racism affects individuals of underrepresented racial and ethnic group in STEMM careers and
how to implement strategies and policies that will advance diversity in STEMM environments
and organizations.

The first day included discussions on the systemic and structural nature of racism and bias,
diving into the historical context for racism in the U.S., the importance of diversity, and
institutional practices/patterns of behavior. Victor Dzau of the National Academy of

Medicine (NAM) began by stating, “We need to develop and implement the best practices
drawing from research and partnering with fields such as social psychology, industrial
organizational psychology, business, and human resources.” This led to a discussion on how
changing the rhetoric on these issues is a start, but it will take institutions truly committing
themselves to change for real progress to be made. The general consensus of the panelists
was that it is crucial to understand the U.S.’s past of racism and inequality to set us on a path
forward within STEMM to ensure history does not repeat itself.

The second day focused on how we can move the system forward by exploring the importance
of diversity, efforts of the National Academies to date, and other approaches institutions have
taken along with the limitations of those approaches. Panelists began by discussing that to
optimize some of our nation’s best resources, it is necessary to create environments where all
scientists are treated fairly and inclusively. With this, Eliseo J. Pérez Stable of the National
Institute on Minority Health and Health Disparities (NIMHD) at the National Institutes of Health
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(NIH) noted that to properly implement this kind of equity, one must think about structure and
power. All speakers agreed that real change will take a multitude of people and ideas working
together to not just discuss but to take real action.

More information is available on the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering, and
Medicine (NASEM) website.

Resources & Opportunities

COSSA Letters & Statements

e 6/30/21: Letter on Using Scientific Evidence to Address Climate Change

e 6/28/21: Coalition for National Security Research Letter on FY 2022 Funding for Basic
Research at the Department of Defense

e 6/24/2021: FY 2022 Testimony to the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor,
Health and Human Services, Education and Related Agencies

e 6/23/2021: FY 2022 Testimony to the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on
Commerce, Justice, Science and Related Agencies

Nomination Opportunities

o AAAS/Subaru: SB&F Prize for Excellence in Science Books (Closes: July 19, 2021)

e NEW: NASEM: Committee on Addressing the Long-Term Impact of the COVID-19
Pandemic on Children and Families (Closes: July 16, 2021)

e AAAS/Kavli Foundation: Science Journalism Awards (Closes: July 15, 2021)

New & Expiring Funding Opportunities

e NEW: NSF: Research on Emerging Technologies for Teaching and Learning (RETTL)
(Closes: October 18, 2021)

e DOD/Minerva: FY 2021 Minerva Research Initiative Grants Notice (Closes: September
29, 2021)

o NEW: NSF: Dynamic Language Infrastructure - NEH Documenting Endangered
Languages (DLI-DEL) (Closes: September 15, 2021)

e ED/IES: Education Research (FY 2022) (Closes: September 9, 2021)

o ED/IES: Research Training Programs in the Education Sciences (Closes: September 9,
2021)

e ED/IES: Research Grants Focused on Systematic Replication (Closes: September 9,
2021)

o ED/IES: Research to Accelerate Pandemic Recovery in Special Education-2 (Closes:
September 9, 2021)

e EDJ/IES: Statistical and Research Methodology in Education (Closes: August 12, 2021)

e ED/IES: Using Longitudinal Data to Support State Education Recovery Policymaking
(Closes: August 12, 2021)

e NSF: Program on Fairness in Artificial Intelligence in Collaboration with Amazon (FAI)
(Closes: August 3, 2021)

o ED/IES: Research to Accelerate Pandemic Recovery in Special Education-1 (Closes:
August 2, 2021)

e NIH/UNITE: Understanding and Addressing the Impact of Structural Racism and
Discrimination on Minority Health and Health Disparities (R01 Clinical Trial Optional)
(Closes: July 20, 2021)

¢ Trans-Atlantic Platform/NSF: Recovery, Renewal and Resilience in a Post-Pandemic
World (RRR) (Closes: July 12, 2021)

More funding opportunities.

Requests for Comment & Calls for Papers

e ED/IES: Comment Request: National Study to Inform the 21st Century Community
Learning Centers (CCLC) Program (Closes: August 10, 2021)
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¢ NEW: OSTP: Request for Information to Improve Federal Scientific Integrity Policies

(Closes: July 28, 2021)

e ED/IES: Comment Request: School Pulse Panel Preliminary Activities (Closes: July

12, 2021)

Notices, Resources, & Reports

e NEW: NSF: Dear Colleague Letter: Opportunities for Collaboration between CISE and

SBE Researchers

¢ NEW: NASEM: Rental Eviction and the COVID-19 Pandemic: Averting a Looming Crisis

Open Positions, Fellowships, & Professional Development Opportunities

¢ NEW: NASEM: Board Director - Board on Environmental Change and Society

Upcoming Events

e VIRTUAL: NASEM Webinar: The Future of Education Research at the Institute of

Education Sciences in the U.S. Department of Education, July 7, 2021

¢ VIRTUAL: COSSA Headlines | July, July 8, 2021
e VIRTUAL: NIH/NCI Webinar: Healthcare System Approaches to Achieve Equity in

Cancer Pain Management, July 12, 2021

e VIRTUAL: NASEM Workshop: COVID-19: Disaster Preparedness and Vulnerable

Populations, July 15, 2021

VIRTUAL: Rural Sociological Society Annual Meeting, July 29 - August 1, 2021

VIRTUAL: American Sociological Association Annual Meeting, August 6-10, 2021

VIRTUAL.: Joint Statistical Meetings, August 8-12, 2021
VIRTUAL: COSSA Headlines | August, August 12, 2021
VIRTUAL: American Psychological Association Annual Convention, August 12-14, 2021

VIRTUAL: COSSA Headlines | September, September 9, 2021

VIRTUAL: NIH Workshop: Food Insecurity, Neighborhood Food Environment, and

Nutrition Health Disparities: State of the Science, September 21-23, 2021

¢ American Political Science Association Annual Meeting & Exhibition, September 29 -

October 3, 2021, Seattle, WA

A list of COSSA members' annual meetings and other events can be found on the COSSA
events page. COSSA members who have an upcoming event they would like to see listed in
the Events Calendar and on our website should send an email to jmilton@cossa.org.

COSSA Members

Governing Associations

American Anthropological Association
American Association for Public Opinion
Research

American Economic Association

American Educational Research Association
American Political Science Association
American Psychological Association
American Society of Criminology

American Sociological Association
American Statistical Association

Law and Society Association

Linguistic Society of America

Midwest Political Science Association
National Communication Association
Population Association of America

Society for Personality and Social Psychology

Colleges and Universities

Arizona State University

Boston University

Brown University

Carnegie Mellon University

Case Western Reserve University
Columbia University

Cornell University

Duke University

George Mason University
Georgetown University

Harvard University

Indiana University

Johns Hopkins University
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
Michigan State University

North Carolina State University
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Society for Research in Child Development

Membership Organizations

Academy of Criminal Justice Sciences
African Studies Association

American Association of Geographers
American Council of Learned Societies
American Evaluation Association
American Historical Association
Association for Behavioral and Cognitive
Therapies

Association for Public Policy Analysis and
Management

Association of Academic Survey Research
Organizations

Association of American Law Schools
Association of Research Libraries
Council of Colleges of Arts and Sciences
Council on Social Work Education
Economic History Association

History of Science Society

Midwest Sociological Society

National Association of Social Workers
National Council on Family Relations
Rural Sociological Society

Social Science History Association
Society for Personality Assessment
Society for Prevention Research

Society for Research on Adolescence
Society for Social Work and Research
Society for the Psychological Study of Social
Issues

Society of Behavioral Medicine

Southern Political Science Association
Southwestern Social Science Association

Affiliates

SAGE Publishing

Northwestern University

Ohio State University, The
Pennsylvania State University
Princeton University

Rutgers, the State University of New Jersey
Stanford University

University of Arizona

University of California, Berkeley
University of California, Irvine
University of California, Los Angeles
University of California, Santa Barbara
University of Chicago

University of Colorado, Boulder
University of Georgia

University of lllinois

University of lowa

University of Maryland

University of Michigan

University of Minnesota

University of Nebraska, Lincoln
University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
University of Pennsylvania

University of Pittsburgh

University of Texas, Austin

University of Virginia

University of Wisconsin, Madison
Virginia Tech

West Virginia University

Yale University

Centers and Institutes

American Academy of Political and Social
Science

Center for Advanced Study in the Behavioral
Sciences

Cornell Institute for Social and Economic
Research

Institute for Social Research, University of
Michigan

Wiley Institute for Social Science Research,
University of Massachusetts, Amherst
NORC at the University of Chicago
RTI International
Social Science Research Council
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