
 
 

 

 

 

 

COSSA applauds the work of the Commission on Evidence-Based Policymaking and commends its open, thorough process 

in producing its final report, The Promise of Evidence-Based Policymaking. The report represents the beginning of what we 

hope will be an ongoing, nonpartisan discussion on how the federal government can incentivize decision-making based on 

sound science while ensuring the careful stewardship of confidential information. The Commission’s recommendations 

demonstrate that expanding the use of evidence and data collection for policymaking purposes is not incompatible with 

enhancing privacy protections and transparency.  

 

COSSA thanks the Commissioners and their staff for their hard work, as well as Speaker Paul Ryan and Senator Patty 

Murray both for their foresight in authoring the Commission’s establishing legislation and their ongoing commitment to 

removing barriers to generating and using evidence to build strong public policy. While the recommendations in the 

report are an important start, many details on how to implement the vision set forth by the Commission remain to be 

determined. COSSA looks forward to working with its partners in Congress and at federal agencies on legislation and 

policy changes to ensure that the work of the Commission is brought to fruition. 

 

##### 
 

The Consortium of Social Science Associations (COSSA) is a nonprofit advocacy organization working to promote sustainable federal 
funding for social and behavioral science research and federal policies that positively impact the conduct of research. COSSA serves as 
a united voice for a broad, diverse network of organizations, institutions, communities, and stakeholders who care about a successful 
and vibrant social science research enterprise. The COSSA membership includes professional and disciplinary associations, scientific 
societies, research centers and institutes, and U.S. colleges and universities. 

 
Visit us at www.cossa.org and follow us on twitter @COSSADC. 
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