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FEATURED NEWS

House Passes Omnibus Spending Bill Along with Problematic
NSF Amendment 

After two weeks of debate and votes on hundreds of amendments, the House of
Representatives has passed an omnibus spending bill for fiscal year (FY) 2018, consisting of all
twelve spending bills. The omnibus includes the same funding levels for social science research
as the Commerce-Justice-Science and Labor-Health and Human Services-Education bills that
were passed by the House Appropriations Committee. While the proposed funding levels were
moderately good for social and behavioral science research, the House approved an
amendment proposed by Representative Lamar Smith (R-TX), the chair of the Science, Space,
and Technology Committee, that could be detrimental to the social sciences. The amendment
would require that about $30 million (or 0.5 percent) of the Research and Related Activities
account at the National Science Foundation (NSF) be used only to support basic research in the
biological and physical sciences. NSF currently prioritizes research investments based on the
advice of its own experts and scholars and if this amendment became law, it could result in
political influence into the NSF research process.

Two other amendments that targeted the Institute of Education Sciences (IES) and the Census
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Bureau, proposed by Rep. Francis Rooney (R-FL) and Rep. Barbara Comstock (R-VA) respectively,
were not taken up for consideration on the floor and therefore did not pass.  

The spending package has little chance of passing the Senate, but President Trump has already
signed a short-term budget measure to keep the government open at current funding levels
through December 8, giving Congress more time to come up with a deal for the rest of FY 2018.
Read COSSA's full coverage of the FY 2018 spending debate here.

COSSA IN ACTION

The Computing Research Association Answers "Why Social
Science?"

This week's Why Social Science? guest post comes
from Andrew Bernat, Executive Director of the
Computing Research Association, who writes about
how insights from the social and behavioral
sciences enhance the work of computer scientists.
Read it here and subscribe.

CONGRESSIONAL NEWS

Senate Labor-HHS-Education Bill Approved by Committee

On September 7, the Senate Appropriations Committee approved its fiscal year (FY) 2018 Labor,
Health and Human Services, Education, and Related Agencies (Labor-HHS) Appropriations Bill;
the Labor-HHS Subcommittee advanced the bill on September 5. This bill contains annual
funding for the National Institutes of Health (NIH), Department of Education (ED), Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ), and
Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS), among other federal departments and agencies. The House
Appropriations Committee passed its version of the bill on July 19; the bill recently passed the
House as part of a 12-bill omnibus (see related article).  
 
The next step for the bill is consideration by the full Senate. However, Congress recently struck
a deal with the White House on a continuing resolution (CR) to keep the government funded
into next fiscal year (which begins October 1) through December 8. This is intended to provide
additional time for lawmakers to come to agreement on overall budget levels, including the
spending caps that are currently casting a major shadow on the FY 2018 appropriations bills; the
bills have been written to exceed the caps currently set in law, signaling that a budget deal
could be negotiated in the weeks ahead.
 
Read on for COSSA's analysis of the Senate Appropriations Committee's proposals for the
National Institutes of Health, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Agency for Healthcare
Research and Quality, Bureau of Labor Statistics, and Department of Education. 

FEDERAL AGENCY & ADMINISTRATION NEWS

Commission on Evidence-Based Policymaking Releases Final
Report

On September 7, the Commission on Evidence-Based Policymaking (CEP) released its final
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report, The Promise of Evidence-Based Policymaking. The Commission was established by the
bipartisan Evidence-Based Policymaking Commission Act of 2016, which had been introduced by
Speaker Paul Ryan (R-WI) in the House and Sen. Patty Murray (D-WA) in the Senate. The
Commission consisted of 15 members appointed by the President, Speaker of the House, House
Minority Leader, Senate Majority Leader, and Senate Minority Leader, with five members being
selected for their privacy expertise. Katharine G. Abraham, University of Maryland, chaired the
Commission, with Ron Haskins, Brookings Institution, as her co-chair. The CEP was given a little
over a year to develop a strategy for strengthening the government's evidence-building and
policymaking efforts, including identifying ways to more effectively use the data the
government already collects. The Promise of Evidence-Based Policymaking is the culmination of
these efforts and was approved unanimously by all 15 commissioners. COSSA's previous
coverage of the Commission can be found here.
 
Read on for more details.

NSF Releases Dear Colleague Letter on Proposals Related to
Hurricane Harvey

The National Science Foundation (NSF) released a Dear Colleague letter on September 1
encouraging submissions of proposals that seek to address challenges related to Hurricane
Harvey. This includes proposals that address how to better prepare for storms, the human
aspects of natural disasters, improving emergency response, and ways to reduce future
damage. Proposals may be submitted as rapid response research grants, early-concept grants, or
supplemental funding to existing grants. More information can be found here.

COSSA MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

Annual AERA Brown Lecture to Feature Alfredo J. Artiles

The American Educational Research Association (AERA), a COSSA governing member, will hold
its 14th annual Brown Lecture in Education Research on October 19 in Washington, DC. The 2017
lecture will be delivered by Alfredo J. Artiles, Dean of Graduate Education and the Ryan C. Harris
Professor of Special Education at Arizona State University. Artiles' work focuses on the
intersection of disability with other socio-cultural differences and how to better understand
and address related educational disparities. More information on Artiles and the lecture,
including how to register to attend in person or watch via webcast, is available on the AERA
website.
 

AAPSS Accepting Nominations for 2019 Moynihan Prize

The American Academy of Political and Social Science (AAPSS), a COSSA member, has opened
the nomination process for its 2019 Daniel Patrick Moynihan Prize. The Moynihan Prize
recognizes "social scientists, public officials and other leaders in the public arena who champion
the use of informed judgment to improve public policy." More information on the Prize and
instructions for submitting nominations is available on the AAPSS website.

EVENTS CALENDAR 
The Lunch @ DC: Evidence-Informed Government: Addressing New and Recurring
Challenges to Old Problems, September 21, 2017, Washington, DC
The Lunch @ DC: The Promise of Evidence-Based Policymaking: RecommendaIons of the
Commission on Evidence-Based Policymaking, October 5, 2017, Washington, DC
American StaIsIcal AssociaIon Symposium on StaIsIcal Inference , October 11-13, 2017,
Bethesda, MD
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NaIonal Research Summit on Care, Services and Supports for Persons with DemenIa and
Their Caregivers, October 16-17, 2017, Bethesda, MD
14th Annual AERA Brown Lecture in EducaIon Research With Alfredo J. ArIles, October
19, 2017, Washington, DC
The Lunch @ DC: How Evidence Can Transform the Fight Against Poverty, October 19,
2017, Washington, DC
Council on Social Work EducaIon Annual Program MeeIng , October 19-22, 2017, Dallas,
TX
American PsychosomaIc Society Mid-Year MeeIng: EmoIons in Social RelaIonships:
Implications for Health and Disease, October 20-21, 2017, Berkeley, CA
Council of Colleges of Arts and Sciences Annual MeeIng, November 1-4, 2017, Denver,
CO
AssociaIon for Public Policy Analysis and Management Fall Research Conference,
November 2-4, 2017, Chicago, IL
Social Science History Association Annual Meeting, November 2-5, Montreal, Canada
Evaluation 2017 (American Evaluation Association), November 6-11, 2017, Washington, DC
North American Regional Science Council Annual MeeIng, November 8-12, 2017,
Vancouver, Canada
History of Science Society Annual Meeting, November 9-12, Toronto, Canada
American Society of Criminology Annual MeeIng, November 15-18, 2017, Philadelphia,
PA
NaIonal Council on Family RelaIons Annual Conference, November 15-18, 2017,
Oralndo, FL
NaIonal CommunicaIon AssociaIon Annual ConvenIon , November 16-19, 2017, Dallas,
TX
Association for Behavioral and CogniIve Therapies Annual ConvenIon , November 16-19,
2017, San Diego, CA
African Studies Association Annual Meeting, November 16-19, 2017, Chicago, IL
American Anthropological AssociaIon Annual MeeIng , November 29-December 3, 2017,
Washington, DC

A list of COSSA members' annual meeIngs and other events can be found on the COSSA events
page. COSSA members who have an upcoming event they would like to see listed in
the Events Calendar and on our website should send an email to jmilton@cossa.org.
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http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001GWioAXGoKshfnh8kZVx72MrbGU9G909oKDiUY1woRgYSbdn0bndmsgWI6WAmoZ19yl5hw1VOBy5jP_nKkTQfzbc9hLvt94HqdeTvIGr14XMdADmnfAw1NL2q7axKDOttVbeJOQNOVJouQ0qoB8pliWYn4EF8grXhvZfNKoHPSoaSUqPNQYF0jXeFVNooML5PutPIj4uKc0-V_es6Zax2_bUzP4qW-GLk&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001GWioAXGoKshfnh8kZVx72MrbGU9G909oKDiUY1woRgYSbdn0bndmsgWI6WAmoZ193_x7PXVQmOmkLEulsCEMrAroEwVqUJiPmK5OiyQU1UOj297K8h9GQ-FqKbgPNXVoLNlW5gdP6Z2QtSxgvLtzBxXP2U4NoNIQLmjYmp_xKZW-kSlUR71FwTbvp6xX5kMhpQNSX4_yX6584sRFxQBOu9zqncReQdKQ_coPtxDaF0N9t0SsbPzj6tfv3bJOgLI_-_0YvF6kUAI=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001GWioAXGoKshfnh8kZVx72MrbGU9G909oKDiUY1woRgYSbdn0bndmssLPjn102xUCzKu8YmGIUilEGnKKVXg7uC4-dhPOHy55gRhKEqlybTjtE1_qfBb0GSyjjtcG9mZcdnQGkTaWV9r0j0BcT-CPC9YijaBsNe8Y_sfEhrrFoLn_TGkEt5EEWA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001GWioAXGoKshfnh8kZVx72MrbGU9G909oKDiUY1woRgYSbdn0bndmsgWI6WAmoZ19_-L7EHfsFz9SE39buLrqoMwK30_91fvcFaibA6TLEYfMJXvcKr3Zds0poVZbFWuqqEMaE4Pjr84XaEI8TQbyJZUDzf-u_l21tr0iWhyQ7goMUaLCXNIaBF0B_kstYHDa&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001GWioAXGoKshfnh8kZVx72MrbGU9G909oKDiUY1woRgYSbdn0bndmssLPjn102xUCzOTXwo5E3oUaVQPgOUAnU6GwiAEf9v_W1Q9K_eJ7OztPkQgUZWPcix2bDuIgVeHGyCCytPVZv9IbdXn6e1sAx1HNv1zIkPWqzk6dMZjlTbIZYOTikYPk9cM6HsXazLgesGUA0pZ4V-o=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001GWioAXGoKshfnh8kZVx72MrbGU9G909oKDiUY1woRgYSbdn0bndmsgWI6WAmoZ19llxJJtkYvAAsZWb1Yty1_kqvpztt32LFmaGDcnTaUAZcqpk5zOv7hcXOd3mevknaFqvvBozPczwBxSd6Ry5RAjW8L5UbmLBudvN_zODM9Ln2t1R2c2z2aLP4NJOxbID1HevprUZcKQr3jOqs7AYelTKfDMYOa4F8&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001GWioAXGoKshfnh8kZVx72MrbGU9G909oKDiUY1woRgYSbdn0bndmsgWI6WAmoZ19hutKT5bs9f_PKVr7yBl7MjKsNLhHU12EQ59XwfVHn7CreUjG23yHq4Ly43l7GhvC8ADYpcNZbcqJYpiRNHL1JSs332YGO7SPB7-Yfr2MBHLS6SNlQ2sLFcWBOT7CjAR5&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001GWioAXGoKshfnh8kZVx72MrbGU9G909oKDiUY1woRgYSbdn0bndmsgWI6WAmoZ19U4RPtZVB2MCVngCQmlFPn0R4Cg11WSK1yYv4ulNQz-GoJkz-vTItcJqoz5bLU4YF4msdQtMLaEeAcDk4PgVshuWfcpLvxMI3T5lDR2Ch3oqc9S9_n8b9Vg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001GWioAXGoKshfnh8kZVx72MrbGU9G909oKDiUY1woRgYSbdn0bndmsgWI6WAmoZ195uNblT5XjBwUrxshoiSfz8LVMm_Hc74sYfuUI1cq6iC8_hJGkX3qF2RPAtp76G5QWg1ucGquVUA3CsfdV5oqeJGPmTsOOeJs7sKzdvs0-Qo4xIBMJdH1W5A8vEby53YxfcAa5SfMfq53mxxIyC69IcUsh5ovL_a40EZt73P33A2ktkH1ztWdXg==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001GWioAXGoKshfnh8kZVx72MrbGU9G909oKDiUY1woRgYSbdn0bndmsgWI6WAmoZ19Bae0qrj4tdn25z2mujTEBimf7EdrRXqC0bFrSCSEmRajXjosNSlg7M-t9EKzkpn_BYc5r6GLGUfxB9GltAyjwW3YS0BZyY5A2qeYmlqe_rJN41Zjaaiz0N9L1A8tJa6YB0wtR6HtPKCZy2U6YF5gbBnq1CPAf1NdKv0QGrq_spU=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001GWioAXGoKshfnh8kZVx72MrbGU9G909oKDiUY1woRgYSbdn0bndmsgh25y5FT3FyFDWTKdGoQq36hCmd7dDelPgJqtns6RQ0l8GsT3y7cQ8fIsRfiq5jxwUe5D2BLyZj5xiJJ0byOEXuHvSLXgTTdvH2wLoOHYn6DyQ2UU3cLfzKvcW7SyAiPMJApX9zwIey_u2Y_rtwizs=&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001GWioAXGoKshfnh8kZVx72MrbGU9G909oKDiUY1woRgYSbdn0bndmshubEWB3BE--un-N8ge_hXRc5I2PMFrK5l--KUsfNheT9bPHw7QAnQ7XkgwvzU7qtxz2pj-ujGCCO9AyJ6-GdICI9EDQKq6aTgxAXe1v2yIDeNm0X9YtFyRcgk3ChGaou1CZtZbvcR0JANdpDxxq-Ik5iHrzOc8pA3_AiW_QiVsJUi8JTNkr7GYNmaKplf4QnLv6-QRvdOk4P9xfrDUkBxtSogqDVoHuuA==&c=&ch=
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001GWioAXGoKshfnh8kZVx72MrbGU9G909oKDiUY1woRgYSbdn0bndmsuZklzMOX9AYrB2C5HZlFxGQFspfn-nNJWUf36ooMTaNGuW3evW-1z6HJ6JLHCvt9NlapwnPiMEJqGU5awkrjxAFiKg-t0A7ZGuaPyyDTTviJMp1ax59OC_HfsiFX0lfhw==&c=&ch=
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Membership Organizations
 
Academy of Crimina l  Jus tice Sciences
African Studies  Association
American Association of Geographers
American Counci l  of Learned Societies
American Eva luation Association
American His torica l  Association
American Psychosomatic Society
Association for As ian Studies
Association for Behaviora l  and Cogni tive Therapies
Association for Publ ic Pol icy Ana lys i s  and Management
Association of Academic Survey Research Organizations
Association of Research Libraries
Counci l  of Col leges  of Arts  and Sciences
Counci l  on Socia l  Work Education
Economic His tory Association
His tory of Science Society
Midwest Sociologica l  Society
Nationa l  Association of Socia l  Workers
Nationa l  Counci l  on Fami ly Relations
North American Regiona l  Science Counci l
Rura l  Sociologica l  Society
Socia l  Science His tory Association
Society for Prevention Research
Society for Research on Adolescence
Society for Socia l  Work and Research
Society for the Psychologica l  Study of Socia l  Is s ues
Society of Behaviora l  Medicine
Southern Pol i ti ca l  Science Association
Southern Sociologica l  Society
Southwestern Socia l  Science Association

  
Centers and Institutes

American Academy of Arts  and Sciences
American Academy of Pol i ti ca l  and Socia l  Science
Center for Advanced Study in the Behaviora l  Sciences
Cornel l  Ins ti tute for Socia l  and Economic Research
Ins ti tute for Socia l  Research, Univers i ty of Michigan
Insti tute for Socia l  Science Research,
        Univers i ty of Massachusetts , Amhers t
NORC at the Univers i ty of Chicago
Owens  Ins ti tute for Behaviora l  Research, Univers i ty of Georgia
RTI Internationa l
Socia l  Science Research Counci l

Mass achus etts  Ins ti tute of Technology
Michigan State Univers i ty
New York Univers i ty
North Carol ina  State Univers i ty
Northwestern Univers i ty
Ohio State Univers i ty, The
Pennsylvania  State Univers i ty
Princeton Univers i ty
Rutgers , the State Univers i ty of New Jersey
Stanford Univers i ty
Texas  A&M Univers i ty
Univers i ty of Ca l i fornia , Berkeley
Univers i ty of Ca l i fornia , Irvine
Univers i ty of Ca l i fornia , Los  Angeles
Univers i ty of Ca l i fornia , Santa  Barbara
Univers i ty of Chicago
Univers i ty of Colorado, Boulder
Univers i ty of Georgia
Univers i ty of I l l inois
Univers i ty of Iowa
Univers i ty of Maryland
Univers i ty of Michigan
Univers i ty of Minnesota
Univers i ty of Nebraska , Lincoln
Univers i ty of North Carol ina , Chapel  Hi l l
Univers i ty of Oklahoma
Univers i ty of Pennsylvania
Univers i ty of Texas , Austin
Univers i ty of Texas , San Antonio
Univers i ty of Vi rginia
Univers i ty of Was hington
Univers i ty of Wiscons in, Madis on
Virginia  Tech
West Vi rginia  Univers i ty
Ya le Univers i ty
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The Consortium of Social Science Associations (COSSA) is a nonprofit advocacy organization working to promote
sustainable federal funding for and widespread use of social and behavioral science research and federal policies
that positively impact the conduct of research. COSSA serves as a united voice for a broad, diverse network of
organizations, institutions, communities, and stakeholders who care about a successful and vibrant social science
research enterprise. The COSSA membership includes professional and disciplinary associations, scientific societies,
research centers and institutes, and U.S. colleges and universities. 
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