
Advocating for 
Social Science from Home







Engaging from Home
• Get active in your professional societies.
• Consider joining other groups focused on 

advocacy. 
• Connect with your GR professionals.
• Engage your elected officials directly:

o District meetings
o Emails/phone calls
o Town hall meetings
o Respond to COSSA Action Alerts





District Meetings
• Timing: Recess is an excellent time for a district meeting.

• Staff: District staff do not generally handle legislative 
portfolios – they are experts on what is going on in the 
district and local impacts of federal programs (DC staff work 
on specific policy issues). 

• Message: District meetings are good opportunities to 
discuss the impacts of federal research funding on the local 
economy – to put a constituent face on a topic.  







Following Up
• Find organic ways to stay in touch – local connections 

are always appreciated. 
• Be a resource – Send updates about your research.
• Forward the occasional press release or news story

highlighting research in the district. 
• Following a meeting – Always send a follow-up email 

thanking them for the time and provide any additional 
information or answers to questions that came up 
during the meeting. Begin to build a rapport. 



Changing the Conversation 

• New public-facing website launched 
last month
o www.whysocialscience.com

• Recent blogs from: 
o National Academy of Sciences
o American Anthropological 

Association
o National Institutes of Health
o Congressman Dan Lipinski 
o Society for Personality and Social 

Psychology   



www.cossa.org/event/march-for-science
www.marchforscience.com



Questions?


